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WHYTHE 
BLAST? 

The Blast! is dedicated to revealing, celebrat¬ 
ing and encouraging resistance to the forces of 
oppression that choke this world in a vice-grip. 
We take aim at those who would deny us a life of 
freedom, equality, mutual aid, and dignity. 

The Blast! is put out by the Agitator Index 
collective in Minneapolis. We are six people who 
believe that the only way to stop the injustice in 
this society is by turning resistance into revolu¬ 
tion. 

There are three key things we believe. First, 
there is nothing “natural” about the way the 
world is today. Capitalism doesn’t rule the world 
because it is “human nature” to be selfish and 
greedy. Race and racism do not exist because 
certain people are different “by nature.” Men and 
women are not distinct and unequal because of 
“biology”. Race, sexuality, and oppression are 
human relationships that are created by social 
and historical conditions, not some unchange¬ 
able “human nature” or biology. 

Second, the world we live in is oppressive and 
unjust. We see four fundamental oppressions 
that have shaped this world: capitalism and 
imperialism, white supremacy, patriarchy (male 
domination and homophobia), and the state. All 
of these things work to grind the majority of 
people in the world into obedient servants, or if 
that doesn’t work, into dust. While all four of 
these oppressions are interconnected and work 
together to oppress people (for example, the way 
white supremacy has been combined with capi¬ 
talism to oppress Blacks in North America), each 
oppression is also relatively independent from 
the others. Therefore, any revolutionary struggle 
has to fight ail of these oppressions, not just one. 

Third, because the world is unjust, and be¬ 
cause injustice is not natural, the world should 
and can be changed. This requires revolutionary 
change. That’s why we support the creation of a 
mass, bottom-up, democratic, participatory revo¬ 
lutionary movement that can overthrow the pow¬ 
ers that be and build a free society. We need to 
start building this anti-authoritarian revolution¬ 
ary movement now. 

We want The Blast! to be relevant to all kinds 
of people and communities who are in some way 
fed up with this filthy world. We want to be a 
resource for revolutionaries around the world to 
use and contribute to. We promise to interview 
revolutionary persons and groups, report on re¬ 
sistance activities around the globe, and provide 
an anti-authoritarian analysis to events happen¬ 
ing internationally and locally. We are commit¬ 
ted to agitating locally in the Twin Cities espe¬ 
cially. 

We have a political statement that we pub¬ 
lished in our first issue that expresses our politics 
in much greater detail. If you would like a copy, 
please send us $2. 

For freedom, for revolution, 
for justice: The Blast! KABOOM! 

Agitator Index is a member group of the Love 
and Rage Revolutionary Anarchist Federation. 



BLAST! AID 

This issue we found ourselves $400 in debt from the 
costs of #1, plus all the costs of payingfor this issue. Now 
we’re in debt $1000 and the collective is broke. We could 
definitely use some financial help if you can spare it. 
Please consider subscribing or taking out an ad. 

Or, if you think The Blast! is a paper worth sup¬ 
porting and you have some cash to spare, consider 
donating some of your dough to us. We promise all 
money donated goes toward postage or putting out the 
next issue, not into our pockets. Donors receive a free 
subscription, a big wet kiss of thanks, and the assurance 
that The Blast! will be around scaring the socks off sorry 
suburbanites for a good long time. 

DISTRIBUTION 

If you can't do any of these things, how about 
distributing Blast! in your home town? Bundles are 
available free for postage in Minnesota. Elsewhere they 
cost 50# each plus postage; we pay postage for orders of 
15 or more in the U.S. 

PRISONER SUBSCRIPTIONS 



We want The Blast! to be a movement-building paper, 
but to do that we need your help. We are especially 
looking for the following kinds of contributions: 

♦Someone to cover the local political hip hop scene 
♦Someone to cover other politically-oriented music 
•Photographers to cover demonstrations, events, 
and assignments 

♦Artists to provide art and graphics 
•Writers to contribute articles, reviews, columns, 
news, analysis, etc. 

•Someone with a really big bulldozer 
We cannot pay contributors, because we ain’t paid, 
either. However, we can shower you with our gratitude 
and wet kisses, plus you’ll get to see your stuff read by 
literally thousands of readers. Women, people of color, 
and prisoners are especially encouraged to contribute. 


The Blast! is free to prisoners. We ask those of you 
outside the walls to chip in an extra two bucks when you 
subscribe to help pay for a prisoner's sub. Donations are 
also welcomed: just mark your check "for Prisoner Subs." 
Prisoners: When you request a copy of The Blast!, we will 
send you one issue. If you want to continue receiving it, 
please write us back and tell us you want to be put on the 
subscription list. This way we can avoid sending subs to 
people who aren't interested. Prisoner subs have to be 
renewed once a year. 


AGITATORS: Tricia Meleiko, Tod, Nikolas Kautz, 
Justine Abinni, joel, Erin Immaculate 

CONTRIBUTORS: Jean-Marc D., Kieran Frazier, 
Prison Legal News, Bill Weinberg, Jose Rodriguez, 
Theadora Roller, CEML, NANFN, Jessica/CISPES, 
Tammy/Lesbian Avengers, Kate Cerridwen, Shaka 
Shakur, Carol Leigh, Paterson Anarchist Collec¬ 
tive, WAG, Kim, Dan/Mayday Crew, Ana Lucia 
Gelabert,Marilyn Buck , Exotic Dancer’s Alliance, 
Lisa Go, Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin, Nightcrawlers 
ABC, Brooklyn ABC, NJ ABC, Marc Arens, Stop 
Prisoner Rape, Prison News Service, Out of Con¬ 
trol, Dan V.L., Lorenzo Stone-Bey, Mackey, Ray 
Luc Levasseur, Velvet/FOPP, Chryztof Knecht, the 
sex industry workers!, Audrey C., Laura S., Noel 
Ignatiev, Sief/PSO, Rachel mJ, Lisiden/WRC, P. 
Harvey Snoozer, Catherine Cosby , Max Sparber/ 
JAM, SWAC, Julia 


Six Issue Subscriptions 

(every one is guaranteed to be anti-cop) 

United Snakes $9 

Canada & Mexico $11 

World $12 surface / $18 air 

UK/Europe £5 

(Send UK/Europe subs to: Active Distribution / 
BM Active / London WC1N 3XX. MO’s to “J. Elliot”) 
Prisoners free 

Institutions $15 

Please add $2 to each subscription to help cover a 
prisoner’s subscription 



a 


Printing and distribution of THE BLAST! is solely funded 
by advertising and contributions. In order to keep coming 
out consistently we need your ads. A discount schedule is 
available for those who wish to place more than one ad. 

DEADLINE FOR #3 IS 
July 25,1994 
Issue #3 on the street August 1 

Any Questions call Justine at (612)-825-9953 

THE BLAST! is a new radical bimonthly newspaper from the Twin 
Cities. Our circulation is 10,000 copies, and a minimum of 5,000 
copies are distributed free in the Twin Cities. 

The Blast! is produced by the Agitator Index collective. 
It is exclusively a non-profit newspaper, and all revenues from ads 
go towards putting the next issue out. 
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TWO WAYS TO FIGHT A RACIST 

Local Groups Struggle Against the State , for Justice 


by Nikolas Kautz 
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Joe Gonzdlez from MEChA-Minnesota speaking at an April 12 demonstration 
in support of Kieran and anti-racist activism. Photo: Catherine Cosby 


Two very different anti-repression 
projects in the Twin Cities share a common 
situation this spring: The need to map their 
way forward on new political terrain. 

The Committee Seeking Equal Justice 
for the Minnesota Eight, a group opposing a 
railroad of eight African-American men for 
the unsolved shooting of a cop, plans a week- 
endretreatin early June. Six African-Ameri¬ 
can women, including the mother of one of 
the defendants, started the group sixteen 
months ago. Now, the committee’s twenty or 
so steady members wish to chart their course 
for the next year. 

The Anti-Fascist Defense Committee had 
to change gears in early April, following a 
delay until June of the trial of Kieran 
Knutson, an anti-fascist activist who faces 
trumped-up assault charges, and for whom 
the group has been organizing support. With 
a core of aboufrten white anti-racists, includ¬ 
ing anarchists and communists, the five- 
month old group now needs a strategy to last 
into summer. 

Both groups have large peripheries. Both 
have drawn well over a hundred activists to 
rallies. The Equal Justice Committee sees 
itself as a permanent group, and it has 
changed the lives of its founders, some of 
whom came to see themselves as lifelong 
activists only recently. In contrast, AFDC is 
a temporary, ad-hoc outfit, and its members 
are anxious to return to their other areas of 
activism. The former is nationally mixed, 
democratic, and under clear Black leader¬ 
ship. The latter, also democratic, consists 
wholly of white anti-racists. 

Both groups have supported each other’s 
activities. And both have seriously antago¬ 
nized the local county prosecutor’s office. 

The Hennepin County Attorney, an 
ambitious politician named Mike Freeman, 
is running for governor of Minnesota. His 
father, Orville Freeman, won three elections 
to the governor’s mansion and served as 
JKF’s secretary of agriculture. Mike Free¬ 
man came of age not in Minnesota but in the 


nation’s capitol. 

The Equal Justice Committee struck 
fear in the county courthouse simply by be¬ 
ing Black and protesting well-publicized, 
racially-charged trials. AFDC has irritated 
the prosecutors by daring to think that po¬ 
litical pressure could force the dropping of 
false charges. 

The Minnesota Eight group needs to 
confront such a dizzying smorgasbord of ques¬ 
tions that its weekend retreat may not be 
long enough to digest them all. 

*Since their convictions during the sum¬ 
mer and autumn of 1993, Minnesota Eight 
prisoners have been targets of official ha¬ 
rassment and violence. The committee orga¬ 
nized a short-notice phone zap on Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections authorities protesting a 
beating and kargaroo-court sentencing of 
two defendants to the hole. Commitment to 
visiting the men, defending them from at¬ 
tack, and meeting their other needs is strong, 
but a guiding plan is missing. 

*Can the group launch its own indepen¬ 
dent investigation into the September 1992 
shooting of police officer Jerry Haaf in order 
to assist in appeals of the convicted men, or 
is such a task too large and potentially dan¬ 
gerous for activists who are not experienced 
investigators? 

*While the very existence of the commit¬ 
tee threw reality into the faces of white 
Minnesotans, who view their state as a ha¬ 
ven of “niceness,” the campaign against the 
rigged trials was surprisingly small and mild. 
Will the group increase its influence and 
credibility among younger, potentially more 
militant African Americans? 

* Committee members want to support 
other struggles close to their hearts but often 
pull back, afraid to squander their energy 
and lose the group’s focus. The “work group” 
or “sub-group” model, in which members 
divide areas of solidarity work and report to 
the whole committee at weekly meetings, 
might be one solution. 

*The group has always publicly termed 


Haaf s killing “unfortunate,” and has only 
demanded bias-free trials of the accused. Yet 
some in the group might see the slaying of a 
police officer as a political assassination, and 
as part of a long history of symbolic, “pay¬ 
back” attacks by oppressed peoples. Do these 
views need to be brought into the open, or can 
reform and revolution coexist quietly in a 
group that is neither expressly reformist nor 
revolutionary? 

*How can the group ally with other com¬ 
munity groups that have protested police 
brutality? Police brutality and police killings 
have hit the Native and Hmong communities 
as well as the African-American. In April, 
several cops shot and killed a knife-wielding 
white man said to be a person with AIDS 
(PWA). 

*The group counted its meeting with 
Minneapolis’s new, African-American mayor, 
Sharon Sayles Belton, as a small victory. At 
the same time, disparaging assessments of 
politicians and the mainstream civil rights 
leaderships are common at meetings. Will 
the group develop a strategy toward elected 
officials and their supporters? 

*If all or most of the prisoners lose their 
appeals, how will the committee keep from 
succumbing to low morale? 

The Minnesota Eight group shows very 
strong internal solidarity. Lasting friend¬ 
ships have formed among its core members, 
who show each other mutual aid outside of 
strictly activist work. Members can call on 


other members to help them move, for in¬ 
stance. And, while personalities occasionally 
clash, group democracy is strong. No cabal or 
“group within a group”has usurped decision¬ 
making or control of money. A quorum of 
seven members is required before the weekly 
meeting may begin. And, before a meeting 
ends, the members join hands in a tradi¬ 
tional unity circle, so that members leave 
with a renewed sense of connection. 

Since December, AFDC has focused on 
pressuring the government to drop the 
charges against Kieran. By using interna¬ 
tional mailing lists and e-mail, the group 
tapped into a surprisingly large well of politi¬ 
cal solidarity, and gathered petitions and 
letters of support from Mexico, the UK, Swe¬ 
den, Spain, Portugal, Australia, and cities 
across the US. 

Knutson was charged in November, 
1993, with second and third-degree assault, 
supposedly for clocking a neo-nazi bonehead 
in the head with a flashlight, and without 
provocation, at an anti-racist demo in Octo¬ 
ber. The bonehead, a known member of North¬ 
ern Hammer Skins, had come to the anti- 
nazi demo in October packing brass knuck¬ 
les and looking for a nazi demo, or for a fight 
with anti-racists, or for both. 

But the letter and petition campaign, a 
phone zap, and two demonstrations failed to 

Continued on page 22 


FIGHTING RACISM IS 
NOT A CRIME! 

Demand that the charges against 
Kieran Frazier Knutson be dropped! 

DEMONSTRATE! 

Monday, June 13, noon 
Hennepin County Govt. Center 
300 S. 6th Street, second floor atrium 

PHONE ZAP! 

Friday, June 17, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Call County Attorney Mike Freeman: (612) 348-5550 

and 

Head of Prosecution Pete Connors: (612) 348-5505 

—Tell them where you are from and that you are monitoring the case. 
—Ask why they are trying to send Kieran, a long time anti-racist/anti- 
fascist activist, to prison. 

—Ask why the prosecution is trying to intimidate the anti-racist movement. 
—Demand that the charges be dropped. 

Organized by the Anti-Fascist Defense Committee 
PO Box 7075 / Minneapolis, MN 55407 
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Friday, April 15 was a national day of 
action against President Clinton’s welfare 
reforms, state welfare reforms, and to de¬ 
mand a decent income for all people. Fif¬ 
teen cities in the U.S. and Canada held 
marches, protests, or press conferences. 

Here in the Twin Cities, the Welfare 
Rights Committee organized 500 people 
for a ten hour occupation of the State 
Capitol Building in St. PauL Six women 
were arrested for refusing to leave. 

This day of action was planned in 
response to a national trend in which poli¬ 
ticians are scapegoating poor women and 
children as the cause of the country’s prob¬ 
lems. Clinton wants a two year lifetime 
limit on AFDC benefits and wants to insti¬ 
tute “workfare” which would mean we 
would be providing our labor for free. In 
addition, Republicans in DC want to put 
our kids in orphanages after we’re cut off. 
In Minnesota, there were plans to finger¬ 
print welfare recipients, force teenage 
moms to live with parents, open welfare 
records to cops, vendor entire welfare 
grants, and enforce workfare schemes. 

Workfare is hitting the Hmong com¬ 
munity especially 


hard now, so 
many of them see 
through the lies of 
other proposed 
“Welfare Reform.” 

According to one 
of our Hmong 
brothers, “I view 
this socalled'wel¬ 
fare reform' as a 
disgrace and dis- 
crimination 
against all the 
poor people in this 
country. From my 
past experience, I 
do not recall any 
administrations 
who were as cruel 
and immoral as 
the current ad¬ 
ministration to¬ 
ward issues of 
poverty in 

America.” 

Leading up to 
the April 15th day 
of action, Hmong 
members made a 
huge effort to or¬ 
ganize in their 
community, dis¬ 
tributing literally 
thousands of fly- 

32SSKS The Hmong community speaks out!!! 

photos by Justine Abinni 


radio programs, and explaining the welfare reform 
bill at our community meetings. Many of these 
organizers were around for last years’s successful 
workfare battle and knew that blindly following the 
rules at the capitol usually gets you screwed. 

On April 15th, the capitol rotunda was a sea of 
shouting people and shaking fists, with signs and 
banners held high. We rocked the capitol with fiery 
speeches in Hmong, Spanish, and English. Before 
we left the rotunda, we made an announcement 
from the podium in Hmong (but not in English) that 
we would not go away until our demands were 
met— our tent city on the capitol steps was about to 
begin. The crowd went wild and flooded outside. 

The cops were relieved until they realized that 
our supporters were dashing up from the truck 
parked below with tents and camping gear. We 
cranked up the mega sound system, set up the tents, 
and got ready for a long haul. Because of the huge 
numbers of people taking over the capitol, the cops 
were powerless to do anything. 

Despite the weather, we stayed for hours, blast¬ 
ing speeches over the loudspeakers, chanting, le¬ 
veraging meetings with nervous politicians, and 
delivering our demands to all the Representatives 
individually. Hundreds of us stayed until the Reps 
filed out of the chamber at 8:00PM, where we 

chanted our demands. 




At 10:00PM our de¬ 
mands were not yet met, 
and we settled in for the 
night, refusing to leave 
our encampment. A few 
hours later after more 
speeches and loud chant¬ 
ing the cops arrived to 
break up the demonstra¬ 
tion. Six women from the 
Welfare Rights Commit¬ 
tee refused to obey the 
cops’ order to leave and 
were arrested. (They 
were released from jail 
at about 1:00AM to a 
cheering crowd of 30 sup¬ 
porters.) 

After weeks of being 
ignored, blatantly shut 
out of the “democratic” 
process, and watching 
the politicians thought¬ 
lessly strip away the 
rights of low income 
women and children, we 
finally got their atten¬ 
tion. Minnesota's welfare 
reform bill is dead for this 
year, and some politi¬ 
cians said they would 
fight for our issues. We 
aren’t holding our breath. 
-Welfare Rights Committee 


The Welfare Rights Committee meets every Saturday at 11:00 AM at 
Sabathani Community Center , 38th St. and 3rdAve So., Minneapolis. Call for 
rides or info. Children welcome. Se habla espahol Call 729-3654, 370-0167. 


POLICE BEAT 


Class War: Just 
a Pipe Dreamt 

Bet you didn’t see this little gem tucked way back in section B of 
the April 21 Minneapolis StarfTribune: 

State Patrol trooper Jerry Braam pulled over a car for running a 
red light in South Minneapolis on the night of April 20th. Braam was 
trying to stuff the driver of the car in the back seat of the squad car 
when the driver started resisting. Now cops will be cops, so Braam 
threw the guy to the ground and was roughing him up a bit to teach 
him a lesson. 

But all of a sudden, four men came up from behind Braam and 
whacked him with a lead pipe several times. Cop Braam went down 
and the driver escaped on foot. The four men who freed the driver 
also took off. 

The Minneapolis police department acknowledged that “there 
does not appear to be any connection between the driver and the 
attackers.” Why, then, would four people try to prevent a stranger 
from being arrested by the pigs? Only one reason we can see: 
solidarity among the powerless against the state. Four guys saw 
another guy getting busted, and they helped him out by giving cop 
Braam an Excedrin-strength headache. We couldn’t think of a nicer 
way to spread that neighborly spirit. 

By the way, police investigators say that there were “dozens of 
cars in the area” where cop Braam was whacked. So far, no one has 
reported anything. Gives you faith in humanity, doesn’t it? -joel 

Readers: Send us your favorite Police Beat story to The Blast! for 
the next issue. 


ANTI-RACIST ACTIVISTS CHOW DOWN 
AT MIKE FREEMAN FUNDRAISER! 

May 25 was just another lazy day in- Minneapolis suburb Golden Valley 
until members of The Anti-Fascist Defense Committee and other anti-racist 
activists showed up to protest Mike Freeman with banners, leaflets, and empty 
stomachs at a fundraiser for his campaign. Freeman is running for governor, 
and this $25-a-plate dinner was supposed to give a boost to his sagging 
campaign. 

Freeman, currently head of the Hennepin County Attorney's office, has the 
power to drop the charges against Kieran PVazier Knutson, but as of yet hasn't. 
Kieran is being charged with two counts of felony assault for defending himself 
against a nazi-skinhead attack at an anti-racist demo [ see article page 3]. 

Freeman's campaign to prosecute Kieran reflects a political agenda that is 
appalling and unacceptable to those who actively struggle against racism. 

At the demo, the Committee decided to send in some hungry undercover 
anti-racists into the convention to scarf at the buffet table in the hopes that 
Freeman would beg for forgiveness and drop the charges. No such luck, but we 
did manage to turn a few stomachs! 

-Abinni 
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FIGHT FOR QUEER RIGHTS: 


It s Quick, It’s Easy, It’s Against the Law! 


April 28,1994 marks the rebirth of the four year fight to remove the 
Reserve Officer Training Corps from the University of Minnesota. Five members 
of the Progressive Student Organization hoisted a banner that said “Ban the 
Military, Not the Queers” while former Defense Secretary Les Aspin spoke at 
Northrop Auditorium. We unfurled the banner and yelled anti-ROTC and anti¬ 
intervention stuff. This left Aspin and U of M President Nels Hasselmo flustered 
and embarrassed. Embarrassing “important” people is against the law and 
predictably we were arrested and charged with misdemeanor disorderly conduct. 

We chose to target Aspin for a couple of reasons. He is the author of the 
policy non-change that still requires queers in the military to remain closeted, | 
often referred to as “don’t ask, don’t tell.” This also seemed to be the perfect 
opportunity to continue the four year tradition of pointing out the hypocritical 
policy of the University. The U of M has an Equal Opportunity policy which, 
among other things, professes to prevent discrimination based on sexual orien¬ 
tation. These words have not prevented the U from keeping ROTC on campus 
even though it openly violates this policy. It is likely that the U won’t remove 
ROTC because of the million dollar research grants it receives from the US 
military. This is money for basic research which, when applied, is used to kill 
women and children in places like Somalia and Iraq. Besides the fact that ROTC 
discriminates, we need to oppose the military because of the role they play around 
the world. 

Since the military’s policy clearly will not change, we need to get the 



University T;o change. For 
the past four years the offi¬ 
cial channels have been used 
and exhausted. Now is the 
time for action. If the Board 
of Regents will not move, then 
we must. Friday, May 13, 
PSO held a small but posi¬ 
tive action to let the Regents 
know that the time to end the 
hypocrisy is now! All con¬ 
cerned people should do their 
best to speak out against this 
injustice. Also watch for post¬ 
ers of upcoming actions. If 
you would like further infor¬ 
mation or to be more directly 
involved contact PSO at 215 
Coffman Rm 15 C&D or call 
(612)626-7099 or 379-8108. 
PSO 


PRAIRIE ISLAND, PRAIRIE ISLAND 


Did Somebody Say Progressive? 

In early May the legislature voted to support years ago. Currently there are over 60 sepa- 


Northem States Power’s desire to build a dry cask 
storage facility for radioactive waste. In so doing 
our legislature became the first legal body in the 
Unites States to openly endorse the use of nuclear 
power, a power that creates a deadly substance 
we can’t get rid of. The atmosphere in which this 
decision was made exemplifies 'progressive poli¬ 
tics" in Minnesota. 

Minnesota is a state that takes pride in being 
progressive. Whether thisis accurate may depend 
on how you define the term, "progressive." I say 
Minnesota is a state in need , of confrontational 
therapy. Whenever it is presented with an oppor¬ 
tunity to make progress it simply smiles, says 
nothing and buries its head in the sand. 

“Minnesota progressive” is a style rather than 
a stance. To draw clear lines on any issue is to be 
uncouth. One is expected to present views in such 
a way that people are not actually confronted. To 
say these policies endorse racism is to be impolite. 
To say people die of cancer from exposure to 
radiation is to be dramatic. To believe Minnesota 
is accountable for any of these things is to be 
fanatic. If Minnesota were to write the definition 
of progressive it would simply say, “to be nice.” 

I recently read an article in The New Yorker 
magazine about alternative music where the writer 
describes the word alternative as “breathtakingly 
meaningless.” Could this not also be said about 
progressive politics in Minnesota? 

For people working to stop the dump, the only 
legislative compromise shouldhave been one which 
stopped NSP from building one. These legislative 
endorsements of racist policies are Minnesota’s 
contribution to the subtle and ongoing genocide of 
Native Americans which began more than 500 


rate proposals pending in the United States to 
dump toxic wastes on Native American lands. 

NSP has the largest paid lobbying staff in 
Minnesota and they held private Tneetings 
with powerful senators when it looked like the 
the Senate was against them. The ability to 
access legislators (i.e. votes) is selective in¬ 
deed. All this said and done, I am left bewil¬ 
dered at the ease with which shitty policies are 
endorsed. Whatever the reason, the legisla¬ 
ture can’t do the right thing. 

At this point, many of the environmental 
groups that were active in lobbying the legisla¬ 
ture have put Prairie Island aside. But for 
those of us who believe decisions are also made 
outside the walls of the capitol, this issue is far 
from over. Many remain committed to fighting 
the dump to the very day they place the filled 
casks on the pad at Prairie Island. During the 
past few years successful actions have been 
organized by various groups working to stop 
the proliferation of nuclear energy and waste 
in Minnesota. Much more is planned as the 
movement toward direct action gains momen¬ 
tum, so keep in touch. 

CAFA, Citizen's Action For Alternatives, 
is a collective still working on Prairie Island 
which was originally organized by a small 
group of activists who felt that their views 
were ignored by PICANS, the broader coali¬ 
tion. 

For updated, recorded information about 
Prairie Island call the PICANS Hotline, 

To speak to someone in person, call Rachel 
at Women Against Military Madness, 827- 
5364. -Rachel 


QUEER GATHERING 

August 12-14 /Minneapolis 

networking-picnic-parties-queer positive 
bands-zine night-performance-open 
readings-workshops. For more info contact 
Chris @ Abrupt Lane Edge/POB 2936/ 
Loop Station/Mpls,MN 55402 /USA or 
Kevin @ YF+MA/POB 80089/Mpls, MN 
55408/USA 


BREAKING DOWN RACISM 

DISCUSSION SERIES at the EMMA CENTER 
3451 Bloomington Ave S. #729-5498 
Tues. June 14, 7:30 PM-”Cultural Appropriation: 
from Yuppie Shamans to the Washington 
Redskins” 

Tues. June 28, 7:30 PM-"Abolishing Whiteness: Is 
it Possible? Dealing with White Privilege on a 
Practical Level" 


Stillwater Prison Murders Update 

On January 21, 1994 Greg of Corrections. Associate Warden 


Stampley, an African-American pris¬ 
oner at Stillwater Prison in 
Stillwater, Minnesota, was found 
dead in a punitive isolation cell tied 
into restraints. In the four days pre¬ 
vious to his death, Stampley was 
beaten and maced at least twice, de¬ 
nied food, and tied down. All of this 
as a result of a nervous breakdown - 
which Stampley received no medical 
or psychological attention for. 

Three days later the pigs killed 
another prisoner. William Shotley 
died as a result of being denied his 
required amount of bronchial inhal¬ 
ers. Soon after the prison physician 
cut back William’s medication he 
went into respiratory depression and 
died. 

After an inquiry into the deaths 
of Greg Stampley and William 
Shotley, attorney Jordan Kushner of 
Minneapolis has decided to move for 
litigation against the state. He will 
be representing the families of these 
men in wrongful death actions. 

Upon an investigation on behalf 
of the NAACP in St. Paul, it was 
found that warden Dennis Benson of 
the Stillwater Prison has not been up 
front and openly cooperative in dis¬ 
cussing these two peculiar and 
strange deaths. This situation has 
left a great many outraged and con¬ 
cerned prisoners, as well as people in 
the community, in search for some 
affirmative answers from the state 
to these foul-play deaths carried out 
by certain officers under the supervi¬ 
sion of Warden Dennis Benson. 

Many prisoners and people in 
the community are skeptical as to 
the versions of these deaths by asso¬ 
ciate Warden Karen Robinson (for¬ 
merly an assistant state attorney), 
Warden Benson and the Department 


Robinson submitted to the Minne¬ 
apolis Star Tribune in February 
1994, that the death of Greg 
Stamply was due to “natural 
causes.” This ascertation is an out¬ 
right manufactured bureaucratic 
lie. Many prisoners at Stillwater 
and many people in the commu¬ 
nity can distinguish between death 
as a result of natural causes and 
death by being maced and beaten 
on two occasions, deprivation of 
food, medical treatment and psy¬ 
chological care. In addition, the 
quiet cell where Stampley died has 
inadequate ventilation and no fresh 
air. The quiet cell is designed for 
punitive isolation. 

The administration and War¬ 
den Benson have come clean on the 
fact that Greg Stampley did in fact 
suffer from emotional and psycho¬ 
logical illness that contributed to 
his nervous breakdown. So why 
did he die in a punitive placement 
rather than in an area for psycho¬ 
logical care and treatment? 

William Shotley also did not 
receive adequate or competent 
medical care and treatment by way 
of the prison's health services phy¬ 
sician. 

The actions of the prison war¬ 
dens, agents or officers, whether 
as acts or omissions, were know¬ 
ingly committed under laws that 
are supposedly made to protect a 
prisoner's civil rights. By breaking 
these laws the prison officials have 
perpetrated conduct that shocks 
the conscience of those for whom 
these laws were created. The prison 
officials in these cases will be held 
accountable in the pending wrong¬ 
ful death litigation. -Dan V.L. 
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CHILEAN PRISON GUNFIGHT CAN'T 
STOPCONTROL-UNIT TRANSFER: 

BOMB COPS -- 


AND POLS 

Vow fight to the death 

Resisting their transfer to a new control 
unit, anarchist and marxist political pris¬ 
oners in Chile shot it out with guards, and 
outside supporters bombed a police sta¬ 
tion, a police academy, and an office of the 
ruling party during three days in Febru¬ 
ary. 

Police wounded six prisoners in the gun 
battle and the bombings hurt four persons. 

“We will resist this move even at the cost 
of our lives,” political prisoner Rafael 
Escorza vowed. 

The prisoners are members of the anar¬ 
chist group Lautaro Youth Movement 
(MJL), and the marxist Manuel Rodriguez 
Patriotic Front (FPMR). In September, 
1992, the MJL took credit for killing three 
police officers in the capital, Santiago. 
Police murdered two FPMR cadre in Janu¬ 
ary, 1992, after they had surrendered. 

The shootout began when 48 prisoners 
were to be transferred to a recently-built 
control-unit prison in Santiago. A total of 
2 hundred political prisoners, who have 
been arrested during the current, alleg¬ 
edly democratic, regime, are to be trans¬ 
ferred to the highly restrictive prison. 

“Our objective is to obtain immediate 
freedom for the political prisoners,” an 
FPMR spokesperson stated. 

The new prison will allow prisoners two 
non-contact visits a month from an ap¬ 
proved list of four visitors. Prisoners previ¬ 
ously received eight contact visits a month 
with unlimited numbers of friends and 
relatives. Prisoners’ contact with each other 
will also be slashed, in keeping with con¬ 
trol unit rules internationally. 

Many revolutionaries seized during the 
military regime of Augusto Pinochet re¬ 
main in Chilean prisons, but the 2 hun¬ 
dred slated for the new control unit are 
recent detainees. The MJL, FPMR, and 
other groups have continued fighting for 
revolution under the new regime. 

Kautz; info: Prison Legal News, 
Amnesty Int’l 

SALVADOR VOTES UNDER 
DEATH-SQUAD GUNS 

The Farabundo Marti National Libera¬ 
tion Front (FMLN) took 33 percent of the 
vote in two rounds of balloting in March 
and April. The former armed movement 
won 21 National Assembly seats; in coali¬ 
tion with other left parties, it holds about 
half the assembly. 

The front also placed mayors and city 
council members in 16 municipalities. El 
Salvador’s notorious death squads, con¬ 
nected to the military and the old ruling 
party, ARENA, murdered 35 FMLN cam¬ 
paign workers before the elections. At least 
half a million Salvadorans were kept off 
the voting rolls. 

-Jessica, Committee In Solidarity with 
the People of El Salvador 



Brandon Teena and lover. The state gave 2 homophobes license to kill. 

credit: Village Voice 


DEMOCRACY 
AT WORK IN 
LIBERATED 
CHIAPAS 

The Mexican government and the 
Zapatista National Liberation Army 
(EZLN) could not agree to begin of a second 
series of meetings to discuss EZLN reform 
demands. 

The first dialogue, which the EZLN in¬ 
sists was not a negotiation, lasted from 
late March through early April. 

The government appears to have agreed 
in principle to some land-reform and other 
demands, but refused to discuss issues 
relating to the August 21 election. 

Peasants in EZLN-held territoiy, mostly 
indigenous peoples, have been discussing 
the government’s reply, which the EZLN 
distributed to communities. In a process 
that remains unclear to outside observers, 
each community will elect delegates to 
regional meetings, which may then vote to 
accept or reject the government’s terms. 

In Chiapas, the belief appears wide¬ 
spread that a “No” vote will mean war. 

Towns in Chiapas are seldom larger 
than 2 hundred persons, and many com¬ 
munities, often on communally-held land, 
include only 2 families. 

-Kautz; info: various sources 



map: NY Times 


SOLIDARITY 
ACTIONS 
SPAN MEXICO 

Strong Defenses of 
Communal Land 

Two thousand indigenous Mexicans ar¬ 
rived February 28 in Cuernavaca, on a 300 
kilometer trek from Chilpancingo to Mexico 
City, and locals joined marchers in a pro- 
Zapatista demonstration. 

In synch with a key Zapatista demand, 
the marchers denounced Pres. Salinas’s 
slam on indigenous land rights. Salinas 
ordered that privatization of ejidos , or com¬ 
munal lands, be allowed, and axed an 
article of the constitution that had pro¬ 
tected communal lands. 

A big turnout is expected in Mexico City 
on April 10, at a rally marking the 77th 
anniversary of Emiliano Zapata’s murder 
by the founders of Mexico’s long-ruling 
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). 

Solidarity actions are reported every 
day in La Jornada , Mexico’s leftist daily: 
• Oaxaca: police attack a demo at the land 
reform office and hurt several Indians from 
Temascal. 

•Yucatan: students protest Donaldo 
Colosio, the ruling party’s presidential 
candidate. In Guerrero, El Consejo de 
Pueblos Nahuas, an Indian group, also 
declare Colosio persona non grata. 
•Hidalgo: death threats and army harass¬ 
ment hit the Frente Democratico Oriental 
Emiliano Zapata (FEDOMEZ), after the 
group rallies in support of the Zapatistas. 
•Mexico City: Union Popular Revolucionaria 
Emiliano Zapata (UPREZ) demonstrates 
in support of the Zapatista demands. 
•Tamaulipas, Veracruz, Tabasco: dissi¬ 
dent oil workers split from the govern¬ 
ment-controlled trade union and strike, 
block roads, and demonstrate at plants of 
the state petrochemical monopoly PEMEX. 

-Chiapas: unarmed Indians occupy 
ranches in the Maya Highlands. 

-Bill Weinberg 


BRAIUON ISM - 
A YOUNG GENDER 
OFFENDER IS MUR- 
DERED IN NERRASKA 

In Humbolt, Nebraska on December 13, 
1993 Brandon Teena, a woman who for a 
year successfully concealed her female 
identity, was murdered by one of her 
girlfriend’s ex-boyfriends, John Lotter. 

A week prior to the murder, homophobes 
John Lotter and Tom Nissen had assaulted 
Brandon at a Christmas party where they 
pulled down her pants, forcing Brandon to 
reveal her true sex. Later that night Lotter 
and Nissen each raped Brandon twice, 
beating her badly. The two men where 
taken in for questioning and released with¬ 
out charge, even though a hospital test 
proved that Brandon had experienced vagi¬ 
nal intercourse and even though her body 
bore boot-shaped bruises that proved she 
had been beaten. 

One week later, the same two men mur¬ 
dered Brandon and the two people she was 
living with. All three were killed execu¬ 
tion-style with gunshots to the head. Bran¬ 
don was also stabbed. Local news reports 
at the time of the murders conveniently 
left out certain details about Lisa Lambert 
and Philip DeVine, the other two victims. 
Lisa was a friend and ex-lover of Brandon 
and Philip was African-american (in an 
all-white town). 

The county attorney Douglas Mertz as¬ 
serts that his office’s refusal to prosecute 
Lotter and Nissen after the rape, the rape 
itself, and the subsequent murders had 
nothing to do with Brandon’s sexual iden¬ 
tity. He also pretends not to know what a 
hate crime is. 

Sheriff Laux of Falls City is reported to 
have said of Brandon, “You can call it 'it f as 
far as I’m concerned,” thus clearly reveal¬ 
ing his homophobic bias. Brandon’s mother 
is considering a civil suit against Mertz 
and Laux for their slowness in dealing 
with this case. 

In the aftermath of her death, Brandon’s 
friends, family, lovers, and other observ¬ 
ers are trying to impose their own defini¬ 
tion of what Brandon Teena’s sexual iden¬ 
tity was. Only Teena Brandon (her given 
name) could have done this. Some of what 
we do know about her is that she cross 
dressed, actively pursued and dated 
women, hung out in gay bars, and talked 
about getting a sex change, but was never 
sure. She had a history of childhood sexual 
abuse, and was acquaintance-raped in high 
school. She attempted suicide in her junior 
year and asked her best friend in H.S. if 
she would still love her if she was gay. 
What we also know is that her murder was 
motivated by hatred. A hatred that re¬ 
mains unchecked by the so called “justice” 
system. Lotter and Nissen were scheduled 
to go to trial in May. 

-Abinni; info: Village Voice 
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DAMN GENOCIDE 

Quebec Utility Robs Native Land 

The provincial utility corporation of Quebec will press ahead with a new river dam 
in sovereign native land, despite protests from indigenous peoples whom the project 
will displace. 

The firm, Hydro-Quebec, was criticized for an earlier dam that flooded thousands 
of acres of native territory and drowned an estimated ten thousand carribou. 

Road building for the current project, Saint Marquerite III, began in mid-April, 
amid a flurry of protests in 17 cities in six countries. Innu people, whose land the 
project will invade, raised a nonviolent blockade. 

The protests coincided with H-Q’s 50th anniversary on April 14. Traditional 
peoples invited non-indigenous activists to join them in resisting H-Q’s plans. 

Other traditional peoples hit by H-Q plans are Cree and Inuit. 

H-Q consults on international projects, including a reservoir in China which may 
displace up to a million persons. 


info: North American Native Forest Network , POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; 
phone: (802)863-0571/863-2532 FAX; email: peacejustice@igc.apc.org 



Activists defend indigenous land from Hydro-Quebec's bulldozers April 14 


Women 
Under 
Siege in 
Mississippi 

Camp Sister Spirit 
Survives 

It doesn’t take much to raise the ire of 
Baptist congregations. Pretty much all you 
need to do is speak of or organize around 
racial justice issues, or women’s empower¬ 
ment, or lesbian rights. The women of 
camp Sister Spirit have done all of that 
and more. They started their feminist re¬ 
treat center last year on 120 acres of land 
near Ovett, Mississippi. 

Before that, two of the women, Wanda 
and Brenda Hansen, operated Southern 
Wild Women, a bookstore in Gulfport Mis¬ 
sissippi. In a talk at Amazon Bookstore in 
Minneapolis on April 18th, Brenda de¬ 
scribed how the bookstore became a center 
for counter culture, and for women in tran¬ 
sitions, and in crisis. But very few had the 
money to buy books. So Wanda and Brenda 
raised funds to buy an abandoned pigfarm 
to continue their work. Much of that work 
includes basic needs for battered women: 
Safety and counseling for battered women 
and incest survivors, a literacy center, a 
food pantry, preventative health care and 
nutritional counseling, court advocacy, and 
motivational programs. 

Soon after they moved to the land, the 
women (all volunteers, ranging in number 
from 6 to 20) put out a newsletter, “Grape¬ 
vine.” Suddenly, everyone in the tiny town 
of Ovett was aware of the organized lesbi¬ 
ans. A town meeting was called at which 
moral outrage was expressed and threats 
were made. A reverend John Allen has 
been organizing other Baptists to harass 
the women and drive them far from the 
land. Spurred onby this, and local officials’ 
leadership against Camp Sister Spirit, the 
rednecks have come out in force, with their 
guns drawn. Someone killed a female dog, 
hanged her over the mailbox, stuck kotex 
napkins to the sides of the mailbox, then 
shot bullets through it. Men and teenage 
boys shoot at the women from the road. 
Low-flying helicopters have buzzed the 
property. Explosives have been set off at 
their gate. Their sign has been stolen three 
times. The women receive prank, often 
lewd calls, nearly every day. A school bus 
driver daily blows his horn the entire length 
of the land and has the children shout 
“faggot” out the windows. 

The local law enforcement has done little 
to prevent violence at Camp Sister Spirit. 
In fact, the local sheriff spoke at the town 
meeting against them. At the talk at Ama¬ 
zon Books, Brenda emphasized that the 
people who are being busted, like their 
neighbors, are poor people whose fears are 
being played upon by the religious right. 
Local and national media have contrib¬ 


uted to this situation, inflammatory lan¬ 
guage and lies have had much more mile¬ 
age than simple truths; like they want to 
be left alone and continue their important 
work and that they are not all Lesbian, 
white or wealthy. Truly, they are more of 
a threat to the fundamentalist Christian 
movement because they are lesbian and 
straight, women of color and white, work¬ 
ing class and middle class women finding 
ways to work together and because they 
encourage women to leave their husbands 
and develop skills! 

Brenda Hansen has been traveling 
around the country speaking about their 
situation and raising money. They are 
looking for support not only to stay alive, 
but to thrive. Brenda credits the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force for putting 
their plight in the national spotlight. The 
situation is very dangerous. Gay and lesbian 
rights has become a rallying cry for the Christian 
right, which clearly will stop at nothing. Send tax- 
deductible donations to CSS at POB 12, Ovett, 
Mississippi, 39464. Phone/fax: 601-344- 
1411. Minneapolis contact, for Sister Spirit 
Support Committee: 612-491-4039. 

Kate Cerridwen 


4 AIDS activists will apologize and 
perform community service for allegedly 
placing plastic bags marked "AIDS" over 
tombstones in a Denver cemetary last 
January. The 4 had faced up to 20 years for 
"desecration." 

"We were trying to present a visual 


POP! GO THE 
PRISONCRATS 

Once upon a time, there was only one 
control unit in the U.S.: at Marion, IL. 
Then, just as predicted, control units be¬ 
gan to spread across the face of Amerika 
like zits the night before the sock hop. 

New pimple: The control unit in 
Westville, IN, hasn't stifled prisoner dis¬ 
sent there, so that state plans a second 
one. 

Old puss-head: This October, the Marion 
lockdown is 10 years old, and CEML will 
hold a fall conference. Stay tuned. 

But chalk one up for the acne-cream 
crew. The Feds’ long-planned high-tech 
dungeon at Florence, CO., hasn’t opened 
yet. The Coalition to Shut Down Control 
Units, a statewide organization in Colo¬ 
rado, has stalled the plan. Ray Luc 
Levasseur read in the Denver Post that the 
supermax prison may open this spring or 
summer. CEML: P.0. Box 578172, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois 60657-8172, USA. Phone: (312) 235-0070. 
CSDCU: P.O. Box 1156, Boulder, CO 80380, U.S.A. 

- Kautz; info: CEML 


image of what a cemetary will look like if 
we don't get on the stick and address the 
AIDS epidemic," Madrid St. Angelo, HIV 
positive activist, stated. 

Queer Minneapolis anarchists had 
organized support for the Denver 4. 
info: Denver Post 


BLUNT THIS ATTACK 
ON NATIVES AND 
GET HIGH ON 
SOLIDARITY INSTEAD 

If you smoke Mexican marijuana, you 
are killing indigenous people. The Mexi¬ 
can crime syndicate, the Contra 
Bandinistas , are kicking the Tarahuamara 
people of Chihuahua, Mexico, out of their 
homeland in order to grow weed to supply 
the Bandinistas’ biggest buyer, U.S. 
potheads. The reefer kings seize the fields 
and farms of the Tarahumara at gunpoint 
and turn the land into dope plantations. 
Indians are left homeless and starving. 
Five or six are murdered in each village a 
month. Americans like us ignorantly sup¬ 
port the international drug trade without 
knowing where and how the herb is grown. 
Help stop it and grow your own bud. Be¬ 
cause the grass you smoke may cause the 
genocide of an entire indigenous culture. 
-Theadora Roller , WS 351 Verde Valley 
School Rd., Sedona, Az., 86336 


Hotsy-Totsy Ho Ho 

Off to Mow York On a 

Lesbian Avenger Caravan 

Wo A Go Go 

The Minneapolis chapter of The Lesbian 
Avengers, a national direct action group, 
is planning a Northern Pride Ride Cara¬ 
van to New York City in June, organized in 
conjunction with the celebration of the 
25th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. 
The caravan will meet with other Lesbian 
Avengers and participate in actions and 
workshops in cities along the way. A 
Southern Pride Caravan will leave Austin, 
TX around the same time. 

The caravan will leave Mpls. Mon. AM, 
June 20, arrivingin Cinci that night, Pitts¬ 
burgh on Tue. night, June 21, and NY 
Wed., June 22, allowing time for women to 
work with NY Avengers to plan the Dyke 
March, scheduled for June 25,5PM. Over 
10,000 women from around the world are 
expected to join in the demonstration of 
Lesbian solidarity and pride. 

The caravans, Dyke March, and the 
many other sundry radical activities that 
will be going on in NY hos ted by the Aveng¬ 
ers and other groups are extremely impor¬ 
tant to the celebration of Stonewall. Be¬ 
cause check it out, already a lot of the 
events and activities that have been 
planned around Stonewall and advertized 
by the liberal gay media are events that 
commercialize and completely obscure the 
meaning of the Stonewall Riots. And we 
have had enough of it. So we are working 
along with other groups to radicalize the 
activities in New York with the resistant 
spirit that was at the heart of those who 
fought back 25 years ago. 

So any and all women interested in par¬ 
ticipating should contact The Lesbian 
Avengers @ 612- 491-4039 for more infor¬ 
mation. We are setting up a fund to help 
defray costs for this adventure and also 
securing free housing along the route and 
in NY. So don’t think you can’t go if you 
don’t have a big bunch of money. 

- Tammy, Minneapolis Lesbian Aveng¬ 
ers 
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Denver 4 plea bargain, avoid prison; had hit Church stance on AIDS 
















LETTERS 


"Constructive Criticism” 

This is in response to de ar¬ 
ticle “Move Heaven and Earth to 
Defend Chairman Gonzalo from 
Stress!” which appeared in de 
April/Mayl994issueof TheBlast! 
I found de article to be very un¬ 
principled and childish and an 
indication dat de people who wrote 
and possibly those who published 
it do not understand de serious¬ 
ness of de people’s war struggle 
going on in Peru as well as de 
intense international propaganda 
campaign being carried out by 
imperialist forces. 

First, i seriously doubt dat 
de author has spent any signifi¬ 
cant amount of time in solitary 
confinement (significant meaning 
years) under state torture. I doubt 
if de author has been engaged in 
a people’s war where prisoners 
are being massacred inside de 
prisons and cells by government 
troops and i seriously question 
whether de author receives any 
publications other than dat prints 
for de enemy state dat one pro¬ 
fesses to be opposed to which ob¬ 
jectively analyzes and assesses 
de struggle in Peru. 

I don’t support de politics of 
occultism dat de PCP [Peruvian 
Communist Party] practice but it 
is not for me to sit in my armchair 
in north amerika and look down 
my nose at someone else’s struggle 
and trivialize de sacrifice dat the 
Peruvian people or de Peruvian 
Communist Party are making, 
especially in light of de fact dat 
one can’t get their own house in 
order in amerikkka! 

Contrary to what de ruling 
class-controlled New York Times 
reports, de Fujimori government 
has set de stage to be in a position 
to “legally” execute Chairman 
Gonzalo by naming him in new 
cases as a defendant in which de 
newly reinstated death penalty 
can be applied. At last count 
Chairman Gonzalo and de PCP 
continues to maintain their prin¬ 
ciples and political line, i.e. Down 
with de Fujimori government! 

The Blast! is a promising 
paper. I hope it does not feel de 
need to follow in de tradition of 
many other anarchist publica¬ 
tions dat tend to trivialize revolu¬ 
tion and gear themselves towards 
a lot of play acting at what de 
struggle is supposed to be about, 
in conjunction with north 
amerikan chauvinism. I have 
faith dat de Blast! will not be¬ 
come a mouthpiece for de NY 
Times propaganda! 

In struggle, 

Shaka Shakur 

P.S. I find it interesting dat 
de PCP supports its captured po¬ 
litical prisoners and POW’s not 
only in material support but with 
armed liberation support. I think 
until we get our own shit together 
we should be careful about criti¬ 
cizing someone else’s struggle, 
anti-authoritarian or not. 


Agitator Index, 

Skinhead greetings from 
Brooklyn, NYC. This is Dan from 
MAYDAY/RASH here dropping 
you a line. Just got done reading 
your political statement, and I 
figured I’d throw my two cents in. 
Overall, I thought it was excel¬ 
lent, a very mprehensive pre¬ 
sentation of t.nti-at thoritarian 
politics. I agree with 99.9% of it, 
but I have three comments/criti¬ 
cisms: 

Thefirstis that you may want 
to add in a brief bit about who the 
political statement is directed to¬ 
wards: other politicos, the man/ 
woman on the street, or both. I 
don’t know if that’s made clear, 
but it might be a good idea. 

Second, I thought the lan¬ 
guage of the political statement 
was VERY inaccessible. True, 
you’re dealing with complex top¬ 
ics, but I think bringing it down a 
few notches in the reading level 
category couldn’t hurt. At times 
I lost my train of thought because 
some of the phrases were so ad¬ 
vanced. I could follow it because 
I’ve been an anarchist for years 
and the terms have become fa¬ 
miliar to me, but I don’t think this 
would be accessible to everyday 
people. 

My third comment is more of 
a question. While I for the most 
part agree with the “destroy the 
white race” bit (though I again 
think the whole theory needs to 
be brought down to the street 
level), I have one question: If 
white culture is a parasitic one 
that steals from all others, and 
white people gave up identifying 
as white, what would replace 
“white culture”? How would white 
people then identify themselves 
culturally? By their ethnic make¬ 
up? What about the fact that 90% 
of whites I know have no touch 
with their European back¬ 
grounds? Or by their class? 

It’s just a question to me be¬ 
cause I agree with the Race Trai¬ 
tor theory but I don’t feel this part 
has been addressed, and it was 
something left out of your politi¬ 
cal statement. Perhaps your pa¬ 
per is not the place to address the 
issue, but any insight into the 
debate would certainly be help¬ 
ful. 

Dan for Mayday Crew/RASH 

PO Box 365 / Canal St. Sta¬ 
tion/New York, NY 10013-0365 


Dear Comrades, 

I received your first issue. 
Thank you. I was glad to see it, 
especially your principled setting 
forth your ideological document. 
While I am not an anarchist, I do 
concur with many of your posi¬ 
tions. I had intended here to raise 
a few points, but find myself short 
of time, as I am preparing to be 
transferred to a prison in Califor¬ 
nia. Hopefully once I get there 
and am settled in I will be able to 
put my thoughts to paper. (The 


primary issue I have is-concern¬ 
ing the lack of any reference to 
the struggle for an independent 
Black nation which is a leading 
ideological position in the Black 
liberation movement, as well as 
reference to other national 
struggles - Native Americans, et 
al.). My codefendant and com- - 
rade Kuwasi Balagoon, a dedi¬ 
cated very ideological anarchist 
and New Afrikan, waged some 
struggle within the anarchist 
community in the early 80’s be¬ 
fore his death in orison from 
AIDS. 

Please keepme on your mail¬ 
ing list. However, by the time 
your next issue comes out I will 
likely be transferred. My new 
address (by early June?) will be: 
Marilyn Buck 00482-285 
5701 8th St. Camp P^rks 
Dublin, CA 94568 
Forward ever! Marilyn Buck 


Dear collective, 

Yes, of course I like / The 
Blast! and wish you success in 
the difficult endeavor of publish¬ 
ing a free magazine: not easy. 

I read with interest that Ron 
Taber (formerly on The Torch/ 
Antorcha) has written a new book 
on Leninism, which I will try to 
get. I myself have cooked up my 
own ideas on Leninism and why 
it developed into the police-state 
that in reality was the ex-USSR. 

I’ll submit my “monthly re¬ 
ports” on the TDCJ-ID (Texas De¬ 
partment of Corrupt Judges and 
Institutional Dehabilitation) 
Hobby Unit in Marlin, C.S.A., 
Texas. Which cost me the “15” 
(days cell restriction). I am now 
doing (with 1 or 2 more coming). 
So please treat my “monthly re¬ 
ports” with care: they are written 
with blood. 

Take care, In struggle, 

New address: 

Ana Lucia Gelabert #384484 

Rte. 2, Box 600 

Marlin, TX 76661 


TELL NO LEES/CLAIM NO 
EASY VICTORIES! - The Late 
Amilcar Cabral 

Tod - Be advised that your 
undated correspondence was re¬ 
ceived on February 17th with the 
political statement for Agitator 
Index/The Blast... 

Tod - I recently had the op¬ 
portunity to review the April/May 
1994 premier issue of The Blast, 
and I noticed that Lorenzo 
Kom’boa Ervin’s objective critique 
(A Ball Of Confusion) that I (sub¬ 
mitted) for publication was not 
published, and I’m perplexed as 
to why it wasn’t published... 

Tod -1 can’t help from won¬ 
dering out loud that Lorenzo’s 
timely critique of those masquer¬ 
ading neo racists at Love and 
Rage “was” purposely not pub¬ 
lished because The Blast collec¬ 
tive is a supporting group of Love 
and Rage. 

Tod - While I was reviewing 
The Blast, I also noticed that Love 
& Rage was being projected as 
being revolutionary on page 23 
and on page 27, and I was ap¬ 
palled because nothing could be 
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further from the truth... 

Tod - Perhaps you can ex¬ 
plain to me what Love and Rage 
has (done) that’s revolutionary? 

Tod - One on the concepts of 
anarchy is inclusion, and I’m won¬ 
dering why Love and Rage don’t 
want to include themselves with 
those oppressed people of color?? 
Tod, the late Kwame Nkrumah 
taught us to go to the people, live 
among them, learn from them. 

love them, serve them, plan with 

them, start with what they know. 

build (on) what thevhave HTod.If 
Love, and Rage is so revolution¬ 
ary, where are the patently 
marked anarchist food, clothing 
and medical distribution centers 
and outlets in the colonies of the 
downtrodden? 

I THINK ABOUT THE 
WIDE GULF BETWEEN A PRO¬ 
GRESSIVE AND A REVOLU¬ 
TIONARY... THE FORMER 
STILL HAS FEAR - THEY 
KNOW WHAT IS CORRECT 
BUT THEY STILL WANT A 
PIECE OF WHAT IS! - Bonnie 
Kerness on the differences be¬ 
tween a progressive and a revolu¬ 
tionary! 

Tod - In order to win the 
hearts and minds of the dispos¬ 
sessed over to the concepts and 
ideals of anarchy, such distribu¬ 
tion centers and medical outlets 
are a dire necessity (anarchists 
must know how to lead bv ex¬ 

ample) because the struggle is 
about material benefits, and 
people aren’t going to commit 
themselves to a life as well as 
death struggle for some grand 
ideas someone might have float¬ 
ing -around inside their heads 
because the consequences are to 
severe.... 

Tod - If Love and Rage is so 
revolutionary, where are the 
“armed” revolutionary anarchist 
offensive and defensive forma¬ 
tions direly needed to wage war 
against the fascist state ( and other 
adversaries of anarchy ) and to 
protect the ideals and gains of the 
anarchist collectives and other 
federations...? 

Tod - If Love and Rage is so 
revolutionary, where are the po¬ 
litical prisoners and prisoners of 
war of Love and Rage in today’s 
concentration camps? 


reactionary politics? 

TO BE ATTACKED BY THE 
ENEMY IS A GOOD THING, 
NOT A BAD THING! - The late 
Mao Tse-Tung 

Tod - If Love and Rage is so 
revolutionary, why aren’t agents 
of the despotic state assassinat¬ 
ing its most influential members 
or shooting its membership down 
in the streets like they do serious 
opponents (E.G; Erstwhile Black 
Panther Party (BPP) and Black 
LiberationArmy(BLA)members) 
of this hypocritical apostate re¬ 
gime? 

Tod - If Love and Rage is so 
revolutionary, why don’t they 
have a concise prison policy? 

Tod - If Love and Rage was 
truly revolutionary as they are 
propagating to be, they wouldn’t 
have to be perpetrating a charade 
about being an Anarchist Black 
Cross (ABC) as they are pres¬ 
ently doing... 

Tod - After all that’s been 
said here, it would be appropriate 
if Love and Rage identified itself 
as a progressive anarchist Bi¬ 
monthly because it’s patently not 
revolutionary as they and “oth¬ 
ers” are projecting them to be 
now because they still want a 
niece of what is now ... 

Earth Crisis, 

All Of This Suffering, 

Ojore N. Lutalo 
CN-861-59860 M.C.U. 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
enclosures: 

(1) Excerpts on segments of 
the white-left from Sundry Puhli - 1 
cations. 

This growth of militancy (of 
the Black Liberation Army) stood 
in direct contrast with so many 
white radicals, who having made 
“their” decision to work for 
McGovern, or plant organic 
veggies, (or) “organize da work¬ 
ers” ( seeing anv kind of armed 
struggle as a threat to bring back 

the days of1970 when white radi - 

cals had to worry about going in 

front of grand juries and other 

torturous “things”) , refused to lift 
a finger as Brazilian-type police 
terror came down on the Black 
community, and the Black Lib¬ 
eration Army (BLA) in particu¬ 
lar! 


Tod - If Love and Rage is so 
revolutionary, why isn’t the fas¬ 
cist state that they claim 
to be in opposition to 
with a seething hatred 
playing them close - 
locking them up on 
trumped-up conspiracy 
allegations like they do 
real opponents of the fas¬ 
cist politics and genocidal 
scheme? 

Tod - If Love and Rage 
is so revolutionary, why 
aren’t agents of the 
draconian state kicking 
down their doors in the 
middle of the night 
armed to the teeth 
with pistols, shot 
guns and auto¬ 
matic assault 
rifles like they 
do real oppo 
nents of their 


Excerpted from the 
article “All the way 
with the Black Lib¬ 
eration Army 

(BLAr... 
Yipster Times , 
August 1974 
This 

Continued 
on pg. 
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Stripper Stripper Stripper. What im¬ 
ages come to your mind? Do you get 
agitated? Do the women who do it piss you 
off? Do the men who frequent the clubs 
disgust you? Do you associate strippers 
with whores? Does nothing come to your 
mind? Do you get turned on, anxious? 
Think about it! 

I’ve been a stripper for over a year now 
and my opinions about sex and sex work¬ 
ers have been expanded and opened up! 
It’s interesting to see the glimmer of light 
flicker in people's eyes when I tell them 
what I do for a living . You can tell what 
they are thinking about you now, and then 
the questions start to come; it’s inevitable. 
How, Why, What’s it like? Everyone even¬ 
tually wants to hear about it. So here I go. 

I believe that both men and women tend 
to regard sex workers as third class citi¬ 
zens. With all the sexual taboos in Amerika 


typed as “bad, dirty, slutty* persons. People 
generally are a bit more reserved to yell 
out loud "Hey, Fm a stripper" or "Fm a call 
girl" than they are to say “I work at 
Dayton’s" or "Fm a secretary” solely be¬ 
cause of the stereotype that is associated 
with sex work. I really don’t believe that 
“society” feels good about the sex industry 
and that's too bad but I for one believe that 
society can take its fucked up backwards 
beliefs and go fuck itself. 

As a stripper I may be stereotyped 
against, but I and all the rest of the women 
out there provide an outlet for people who 
are lonely and need someone to talk to or 
who j ust want to see a naked pretty woman. 
With so many men being brought up in a 
sexually repressed society, some men do 
not know how to socialize with the oppo¬ 


site sexl Not having the social skills to talk 
to a womin, some men tend to come into 
the strip clubs where they feel like they get 
attention and are appreciated. This is not 
to say that there are not misogynist, dis¬ 
gusting assholes who come into the bars 
and harass us and say disgusting things, 
but most of the customers that I have had 
are not like this. Most of the customers are 
white, middle-aged married men. Now, all 
types visit the bars but to have a majority 
of the clientele be white men says some- 
J thing about society’s impact on a certain 
| group of people. 

I So yeah, as a sex worker I am thought of 

as a lower class person, but we are needed. 
If you want to get to the capitalistic view- 
I point of it all, there is immense supply and 
demand. Tons of men demanding and many 
women willing to supply. Sex work has 
always been around and always will be. 
Why? Well, look at the options. Take a 
secretary job, work eight-hour days five 
days a week, put up with all kinds of crap 
and get paid shit, or take a job stripping. 
You pick your hours, the days you want to 
work, and you can make more money in 
one day than you do in one paycheck at a 
“normal” job. 

What about being exploited in it? Well 
in a capitalistic society any job is going to 
exploit you, youjust need to decide under 
what conditions you want to deal with it, 
whether it be long hours, shitty working 
conditions, low-wages barely enough to 
get you by, etc. You take your pick. 

With dancing, taking your clothes off is 
the easy part. I enjoy being naked, feeling 
erotic, performing and being able to act. 
For the amount of time I work arid the 
amount of money I make in those hours, it 
leaves me with time to do what ever I need 
to do, time that I would not have if I had a 
“regular” job. I also make enough money so 
that I can work only two to four days a 
week. If you are in school or have kids it 
gives you the freedom that you normally 
wouldn’t have. And as a woman it allows 
you to be able to make it on your own. You 
are financially set and for a woman that is 
a big step. 

So it's all the “other” stuff that comes 
with it that makes it difficult at times. 

The comments, the faces, being proposi¬ 
tioned, being thought of as just an object, 
and bad days when you make as much 
money the whole day as you would a “nor¬ 
mal” 9-5 job, or just the stress of seeing the 
same faces day after day. On these days, 
the littlest things can niss vmi off*n-r moVo 



you cry. Unfortu¬ 
nately when you 
do get bummed 
out at work it is 
low. That's the 
funny thing about 
this work, when 
the highs are high 
they are great but 
when you get your 
turn of the lows, it 
sucks! But I am 
surrounded by 
some of the stron¬ 
gest women in the 
world I have ever 
met. They take 
care of each other 
and it makes me 
realize how much 
everyone looks out 
for each other. For 
all the shit we put 
up with, we had 
better be strong 
and stick to¬ 
gether! 

Stripping has 
enabled me to get 
ahead in life and 
has given me the 
free time that I 
never had with a 
regular job. I be¬ 
lieve that if sex 

work was more acceptable many underpaid, taken-for-granted waitresses, clerks, 
cashiers, etc. would be doing it. Stripping is no more degrading than having to work an 
eight-hour day for $6-$7 hour and having to serve someone (whether it be the boss or the 
customers). Either one is a choice and should be respected. People need to start realizing 
that this is a legitimate working force that's not gonna go away. 


:otic Dancers Alliam 


Exotic Dancer’s Alliance is a collective 
group of self-identified female exotic danc¬ 
ers working together to obtain adequate 
working conditions and civil rights. Our 
primary objective is to support all exotic 
dancers and provide information, refer¬ 
rals and services while collectively work¬ 
ing towards creating sufficient working 
conditions for this extremely diverse popu¬ 
lation. For years exotic dancers have been 
regarded as second-class citizens and have 
been subjected to unfair treatment by 
management. Individual dancers have 
often complained about intolerable work¬ 
ing conditions from time to time, but have 
either been suspended or blacklisted as a 
result of speaking up against manage¬ 
ment. By organizing and working together 
as a collective group, we will have a stron¬ 
ger voice of our own and will be able to gain 
our civil rights and protections in accor¬ 
dance with the law. 

Currently, there are several important 
issues that need to be addressed. First, 
there has been a great deal of cofttroversy 
and uncertainty surrounding the issue of 
employee status versus independent con¬ 
tractor status with regards to exotic danc¬ 
ers. Although many dancers work as inde¬ 
pendent contractors, they are usually re¬ 
quired to comply with predetermined work¬ 
ing conditions, such as having to pay “stage 
fees” for each individual shift, or having to 
sign non-negotiable contracts in order to 
work. Legally, these existing working con¬ 
ditions indicate that exotic dancers are not 
treated as true independent contractors; 
therefore, a satisfactory solutionis needed 
for all parties involved. 


Along with the issue of employee status 
versus independent contractor status is 
the concern for a safe working environ¬ 
ment free of sexual discrimination and 
harassment. Exotic dancers have often 
been sent home, suspended, or even fired 
by management for reasons that are clearly 
unjustifiable and usually illegal. In addi¬ 
tion, many exotic dancers are required to 
tip managers or put up with sexual ha¬ 
rassment in order to maintain working 
privileges. Finally, exotic dancers are 
forced to accept inadequate working con¬ 
ditions with regards to health and safety. 
Many workers are denied clean facilities, 
are crowded in dressing rooms without 
ventilation that are too small for their 
large numbers, and receive little or no 
access to health care or safety information. 

Clearly, all of these issues need to be 
addressed and the current working condi¬ 
tions of exotic dancers should change. We 
have the power to make these changes, but 
only with a collective effort on all our 
parts. If we stick together, we can obtain 
equality and prosperity for all exotic danc¬ 
ers. 

EXOTIC DANCER’S ALLIANCE 
1442 A Walnut Street, Suite 187 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
(415)995-4745 

UPDATE: The Exotic Dancer's 
Alliance recently won their lawsuit. The 
Labor Council said that they were in fact 
employees and not "independent contrac¬ 
tors," and need to be paid a wage for their 
work. The Alliance is also interested in 
talking to past and present dancers on 
issues affecting their lives. 
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i am a hustler, a male prostitute. i’ve been hustling since i was' around 
15. i didn’t do it for quite a long time but recently i came into some troubles 
where it became the only feasible way i could get by without killing myself. 

in trying to write this piece and in working with other people around 
the topics of sex work, i’ve run into a lot of brick walls, i look for books that 
people with similar experiences have written and i find gay men’s guides to 
picking me up, and conscience cleansing material for the unsure john. it kind 
of pisses me off, it kind of disgusts me, but it’s what i’ve come to expect. We are 
ignored. The only ones who would take interest in reading a book on our 
perspectives are us, and we don’t make the sales. 

i want to write something redeeming, because i feel like shit - and so do 
a lot of us. We have been made to feel ugly, through people's actions and words, 
and then we believed that we were ugly. We have been made to fear for our lives, 
not to say anything about the fear of hooking a cop - going to jail as a faggot 
hustler doesn’t afford you much respect, i guess i just wanted to say hey to all 
hustlers, whores, rent boys, call girls, and whatever else you want to call us - 
don’t let no one fuck with you. 


when they tell us - through actions or words - how ugly we are. 

- we are beautiful and brave and don’t take no shit 

when our appearance, down to every last scratch, is scrutinized for evidence. 

- believe me, we know what are bodies feel like, look like, and taste like, 
when they let us know how disgusting they would feel if it was them and not us. 

- oh well, isn’t that nice. 

when they needle us about the details. 

- let’s talk about your time clock instead. 

when they can’t understand what it feels like to be assumed constantly available 

- i guess most women feel this pressure no matter, but they’re not whores, 
when psychiatric help is suggested before protection from abuse is even talked 
about. 

- we know when we’re going mad, thanks for the concern. 

when sex between us and our lovers or friends becomes a topic that is associated 
with something without meaning - or just a fuck 

- there is no similarity between work and love, it ain’t even like that, 
when we become overwhelmed by the feeling of knowing the politics of what we 
do, knowing why we are here, and not knowing what to do about it. 

i don’t think there is anything worse about hustling than dealing with Mends 
and loved ones. - trying to conceal our lives and work - the assumptions that we 
come to about what everyone else thinks about us 

the way a Mend or lovers touch feels different after they know you’re a whore 
am i supposed to feel guilty about lying to people about what i do 
- i don’t think so 

it’s no fun having to lie to people 

- but reality shows that we become uglier to their eyes when we are truthful. 
We do it to ourselves, because that’s all we’ve ever heard, so what makes us 
believe that it’s not true - the silence doesn’t. 

we who are whores - or have been, or have yet to be whores and hustlers need 
to understand that most of them cannot understand 
while there are those who can be supportive - 
they are not in the car with you 

they are not in the basements & bedrooms with you 

they are not hoping time away 

they are not thinking about guns & knives 

they are not planning escape routes 

they are not wondering if he’s a cop 

they are not scared 

but why should they - this is our life, and we need to take care of our own, right? 
yes i have felt gross by my own doing 
by thinking about this shit in my head too much 

and i don’t write this to blame people - especially those close to me - for not 
supporting me - because that’s not the truth - it’s just a reaction to fear - backed 
up in the corner again. 

i write it to condemn a world where hustlers & whores live in fear 

it’s some severe shit to deal with and it makes me angry and rude 

people need to understand that we ain’t dirt 

we’re just workin like most everybody else is workin 

we need to understand our risks and so do they 

we need to be able to protect ourselves and eaehother 

this is our business and not theirs 

they are customers c on our property 

we own these clubs, these streets, these parks 

and if they fuck with us here 

we can destroy them 

just because their paying don’t give them the right to abuse us 

WE DESERVE RESPECT 
WE DEMAND IT FROM EVERYONE 
OUR BODIES ARE CLEAN 


HF2519 is Anti-Prostitute 

From Carol Leigh 

This legislation further marginalizes 
prostitutes by attacking support systems 
under the guise of preventing exploita¬ 
tion. This law may put more poor women 
out on the streets, exacerbating their 
risks, as opposed to encouraging safe 
environments. As most residents of Min¬ 
neapolis may not understand the ramifi¬ 
cations of this law, we need to educate 
people as to the potential effects. 

Most of us are “coerced,” (according to 
the definitions of this law) financially, to 
be involved in this work, as there are few 
options to support ourselves and our fami¬ 
lies. Most people are “coerced*’into most 
forms of work in order to support them¬ 
selves. Some of us are coerced, also, 
through violence and other abuses to 
participateinprostitution. The latter case 
is illegal, and should be grounds for crimi¬ 
nal charges and civil suit. 

HF2519 targets the former brand Of co¬ 
ercion (only as it applies to sex work), but 
omits addressing the source of much (or 
most) of the abuse in prostitutes’ lives, 
that is, the sometimes abusive domestic 
partners and the Client poseurs who tar¬ 
get prostitutes for rape and robbery. 

The definition of coercion in HF2519 not 
only includes violence and abuse, but 
also includes enticement. What is the 
intent of this broad definition in a context 
where there is no end in sight to the 
poverty that forces women to become 
prostitutes. It is protectionist and classist 
to redefine the term coercion in a way 
that particularly targets support systems, 
rather than targeting those who are the 
real perpetrators of crimes against pros¬ 
titutes. 

There are numerous appropriate targets 
for civil suits within the business ie.~ 
against management which does not pro¬ 
vide coverage and security for workers. 
Instead of supporting these rights and 
targeting management in a way that will 
improve safety, those who are suppos¬ 
edly concerned with prostitutes’ safety 
target the existing prostitution estab¬ 
lishments, which are very often owned 
and managed by women and ex-prosti- 
tutes. 

All businesses should be held to task for 
the violations of rights of workers. Civil 
suits and criminal charges should be 
brought against those guilty of real coer¬ 
cion, force, abuse, etc.. Rather than tar¬ 
get the real perpetrators of the abuse, 
that is, the clients and domestic partners 
(or the abusive business owners), HF2519 
targets all sex business owners and man¬ 
agers for “offering financial rewards.” 
HF2519 may serve to close down the off 
streetbusinesses andincrease streetpros- 
titution which is a serious problem for 
sex workers and other residents. 

Laws against coercion and abuse in re¬ 
gard to prostitution (and all other occu¬ 
pations) should be created and enforced. 
The approach contained in HF2519broad- 
ens the definition (as to make it unus¬ 
able), and omits categories of abuse that 
are particularly relevant to the circum¬ 
stances. 

This abolitionist, narrow-minded, mor¬ 
alist strategy is akin to the strategy that 
originally criminalized prostitution on 
this country. Making prostitution a crime 
led to the increased marginalization, ar¬ 
rest and vulnerability of prostitutes. Pros¬ 
titution Support Systems and the Laws 
against pimping, which criminalize “liv¬ 
ing off the earnings of a prostitute,” are 
often used against the prostitutes’ family 
and friends. Without these support sys- 
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terns, prostitutes are forced to work alone. 
Current laws establish an atmosphere of 
fear and mistrust in communities of pros¬ 
titutes. Any communication can be inter¬ 
preted as “pimping” or “coercion.” Prosti¬ 
tutes are acutely aware that any relation¬ 
ships with other prostitutes are illegal 
relationships, even when they speak about 
what sort of dress they would be wearing 
on their next date. Those who are not 
involved in the industry may not realize 
that most prostitutes will become involved, 
at least in a limited way, in helping an¬ 
other prostitute work, by sharing the names 
of clients, etc. This is often done to help 
another sex worker find dates without the 
risk of rape and arrest. Finally, HF2519 
will lead to less support, and, therefore, 
more rape and vulnerability of prostitutes. 
Additionally, HF2519 is especially destruc¬ 
tive, because anyone could sue someone 
who has helped her, having the motivation 
of getting the helpers money. She may not 
feel abused or coerced at all, but the legis¬ 
lation “coerces” her to sue the helper. 

This legislation is created by a movement 
with it’s roots in the prohibitionist wing of 
the early women’s movement that origi¬ 
nally criminalized prostitution. Ostensi¬ 
bly intended to protect the most vulner¬ 
able women who are coerced into prostitu¬ 
tion, the legislation infantilizes women in 
general in the name of protecting the most 
vulnerable. This is accomplished by broad¬ 
ening the definition of coercion and nar¬ 


rowing the definition of consent as applied 
to prostitution. There are ways to attack 
exploitation without attacking prostitutes, 
although this legislation does not bother to 
distinguish. 

The targets of HF2519 are certainly not 
the “pimps,” ie., the bad “boyfriends,” and 
the rapist trick poseurs, who are the real 
perpetrators of violence against us. Our 

accounts to pay the settlement and the 
lawyers, and the clients are specifically 
omitted. The* targets of this law are the 
indoor prostitution businesses that allow 
prostitutes to work off the street. This law 
throws prostitutes out on the street, at the 
mercy of the underground (who can’t be 
sued). A law against coercing someone 
with the promise of “unionization” (ie., the 
prostitutes’ rights movement) is a misogy¬ 
nist solution to the real problem of coer¬ 
cion. In fact, some prostitution abolition¬ 
ists claim that they would like to charge 
prostitutes’ rights activists with pander¬ 
ing, legally defined as encouraging prosti¬ 
tution (a felony). Please write us for more 
info. Join our campaign to educate the 
public about this misguided, protectionist 
approach to addressing the violence in pros¬ 
titutes’ lives. 

Telephone SWAC at (415) 435-7931; e- 
mail SINet@aoLcom; snail-mail SWAC, 
Box 6724, Oakland, CA 94603 


Attention 
Twin Cities 
Sex Workers 

Sex Worker’s Action Coalition (SWAC) is 
looking for info about programs and coun¬ 
selors around the country who provide 
services to sex workers, (like diversion 
programs, private therapists, or through 
organizations or agencies.) We are con¬ 
ducting a survey to evaluate programs and 
make recommendations. If you were satis¬ 
fied or dissatisfied with any services, coun¬ 
selors or programs you were part of as a sex 
worker (includingin-jail programs), please 
let us know. Address above. 











BLACK WOMEN IN 
THE SEX INDUSTRY 


"As a woman of color, I cannot talk about 
sex work with out talking about racism in 
the sex industry. I am a woman of color and 
do not have the privilege to ignore its 
impact on the job and in my life." 

Racism in society in general, as well as 
racism within the sex business places black 
women in vulnerable situations. African 
American women, prostitute, ex-prosti¬ 
tutes, strippers and advocates express a 
wide range of attitudes towards prostitu¬ 
tion, yet most emphasize the conditions of 
racism and poverty that are responsible 
for additional problems of African Ameri¬ 
can women in the sex business. 

"If conditions are bad for white women, 
you can bet that they are twice as bad for 
women of color," says Tracy Abernathy of 
San Francisco’s Survival Street Sex Project. 

These conditions include forced and eco¬ 
nomically coerced prostitution, discrimi¬ 


color, the vast majority of those sentenced 
to jail time are Black. 

Gloria Lockett describes how the charges 
were assigned in her 1983 case. "My lover 
of nineteen years, a very good friend of 
mine and I were arrested on 24 counts...All 
the white people in our group were granted 
immunity in an effort to make them tes¬ 
tify.” 

The economic situation in this country is 
the main reason for most of the prostitu¬ 
tion of women in general and for African 
American women in particular. Where 
white women make 60 to 70 cents to the 
dollar of white men, Black women earn 20 
to 30 cents. Poor women who support their 
families on AFDC (though the majority of 
AFDC recipients are not Black!) are forced 
to find alternative sources to supplement 
their income. The Black Coalition Fight¬ 
ing Back Serial Murders reports a study in 



natory enforcement of laws, the denial of 
women's rights to control our bodies within 
prostitution, the abuse and harassment by 
cops and johns - and abuse, discrimination 
and often alienation within families and 
communities. 

"There’s a belief that prostitution is ac¬ 
cepted in the Black community. This is 
wrong. Prostitution is not accepted. It's 
been imposed on African Americans since 
the days of slavery when the master came 
out to the field and picked any black women 
he chose to have sex with. Today, middle 
class white men from the suburbs drive 
through the ghettos of America to pick out 
any Black woman or girl he wants, as if our 
cities were his own private plantation," 
writes Vednita Nelson, 

Advocacy Director of 
WHISPER (Women 
Hurt In Systems of Pros¬ 
titution Engaged in Re¬ 
volt). 

For many women, be¬ 
cause of poverty and lack 
of alternatives, prostitu¬ 
tion has been their only 
option, yet the system 
targets Black women for 
punishment. The laws 
against women of color. 

Although 20 to 30% of 
prostitutes are women of 


Photograph by Paula Allen 

San Francisco showed that welfare cuts 
resulted in a higher number of AFDC moth¬ 
ers being arrested for prostitution. 

"They say prostitution is immoral," says 
Margaret Prescod, of the US PROStitutes 
Collective and International Black Women 
for Wages For Housework Campaign "...we 
think hunger is immoral. 

"What are those who decry the immoral¬ 
ity of women earning their living as pros¬ 
titutes doing about women and children's 
right to compensation? What are they do¬ 
ing about poor Black women being poorer 
today than a decade ago?" 

Racism is at the center of the discrimina¬ 
tory conditions within the business. For 
example, white women may have the choice 


XI 

PM 

\Ou0 


pA'| 

flO^ 


5 B *>r P/e^c/A/g fevAiLs 




? f 3 Wl F-A*/*Ki.W 

I /V’/V e-A PQUJ 

~b7i. OtS/" 


to work at a sauna, at a bar or hotel, or for 
an escort agency. Very few Black women 
will even be considered for these upscale 
prostitution venues, or they may not "travel 
in those circles." Street work may be their 
only option. On the street, police often 
reserve tourist and commercial districts 
for white women, harassing women of color 
to an even greater extent and advising 
them to ply their trade on the other side of 
the tracks. 

Racism is part of many communities, but 
the effects are multiplied for those 
marginalized as women of color and as 
prostitutes. As prostitutes, women of color, 
particularly African American women, are 
isolate from the mainstream of society and 
taught to view themselves and their com¬ 
munities with shame. "Black women are 
often assumed to be whores," says Gail 
Pheterson of The International Commit¬ 
tee for Prostitutes' Rights. "The whore 
stigma, together with the racial stigma 
dehumanizes people of color." 

Prejudice and poverty make women of 
color vulnerable to all kinds of exploita¬ 
tion. The sex business combines the worst 
of it. As Vednita Nelson reports, "Racism 
makes Black women and girls especially 
vulnerable to sexual exploitation and keeps 
them trapped in the sex industry." 

Prostitutes, women of color, particularly 
African American women, are ignored by 
the feminist mainstream, so that African 
American prostitutes have no visibility 
and no support from most women’s organi¬ 
zations. . 

"Mostly white, middle class agencies and 
service providers are either afraid of us, or 
pity us and deny our real strengths," says 
Cynthia Moore, an ex-prostitute, currently 
enrolled in a graduate sociology program. 

"Community leaders should listen to and 
support Black sisters who are working 
now, or who have worked. We should be 
encouraged to talk about our experiences, 
or to file complaints against the johns and 
the cops. We need childcare and all the 
other services that are in place for every¬ 
one else. Social workers can be 
pretty insensitive. They try and 
make us feel guilty for not liv¬ 
ing up to the white, middle 
class role model. 

"There is so much talk about 
finding work, but the people 
who run these programs seem 
to be mostly concerned with 
keeping the funding for their 
jobs. Women of color who un¬ 
derstand 'the life' should be 
running and designing the pro¬ 
grams that are aimed at our 
own communities. We should 
insist that money be made 
available for these programs. 

Women who want to 'help us' 
out of prostitution, should not 
forget all the sisters who won't 
be getting out, for whatever 


reason. We all need money to raise our 
children, for medical services and for places 
to live. These services should not just be 
available for those who can 'get out.' 

"Some Black women should understand 
that the rules they are 'making it' by leav¬ 
ing some sisters and brothers out in the 
cold. In general, we should all examine our 
prejudices, we should all examine our preju¬ 
dices, especially when we notice that those 
who we are against just happen to be 
people of color, the poor, or women, or our 
brothers in prisons, or anyone on the basis 
of gender, sexual orientation, class orrace." 

African American activists call on femi¬ 
nists and women's advocates to stand be¬ 
side them and fight racist and sexist op¬ 
pression. 

"White women," says Moore, "must make 
a concerted effort to end racism, beginning 
with an examination of their own racism. 
Being Black and female in a white su¬ 
premacist, male supremacist culture cre¬ 
ates a very tight space in which Black 
women struggle to survive. This is the 
place where racism and sexism intersect." 

The multiple stigmas and realities of 
poverty, prostitution and racism weave a 
bleak story of women's lives. Many African 
American women answer back with their 
strength and pride. 
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Excerpts from: 


An Unbroken History of Japan’s Sex Slaves 


by Lisa Go, reprinted from ASA-Nows April 1994 


Lee Ok-bun of Pusan remembers that 
day 54 years ago as if it were yesterday. 
On that day, a stranger approached her as 
she was playing with school friends, and 
told her father had sent him to take her to 
home. Lee never saw her father again. 

The man was working for the Japanese 
colonial police, and his job was to induce or 
kidnap young Korean girls for the Japa¬ 
nese Imperial Army’s needs. Lee, then 12 
years-old, was first sent to a camp in 
Ulsan, south-eastern Korea. 

After 3 months there, she, together with 
200 or 300 girls, were shipped off to the 
port of Shimonoseki in Japan. Some were 
given intensive military training and edu¬ 
cation about Japanese history and the 
Emperor, then packed off to arms and 
ammunitions factories. 

Lee had only two weeks of Japanese 
language training, after which she was 
sent to Taiwan. There she was assigned to 
a “consolation center” for Japanese sol¬ 
diers in southern Taiwan. Hundreds of 
soldiers would line up at the center each 
day, and she had to take 20 to 30 men 
everyday. Lee estimates that there were 
about 10,000 of them, and that only a 
thousand survived. 

Lee is one of the few women survivors of 
Japan’s military brothels who have bro¬ 
ken their silence and let their stories be 
heard. In December 1991, three Korean 
women filed suit with the Tokyo District 
Court, seeking reparations for having been 
used by the Japanese Imperial Army to 
sexually service its officers and troops dur¬ 
ing the war. 

Among the women’s other demands are: 
An official apology from the Japanese gov¬ 
ernment, full disclosure of facts and fig¬ 
ures, that the truth be told especially in 
history books and the establishment of a 
memorial. 

The Japanese government at first de¬ 
nied the existence of the women and the 
Imperial Army-organized brothels. Testi¬ 
monies from both, the women who sur¬ 
vived and from the men who used them, 
public outrages, and unearthed wartime 
documents, later forced an apology from 
the then Prime Minister Keichi Miyazawa. 

Royal gift 

In its quest for a “Greater East Asia Co- 
Properity Sphere,” Japan expanded its 
military, mobilizing millions for the battle¬ 
fields during the Second World War. For 
example, the Japanese military force in 
China alone was increased to 700,000 in 
1941. 

At the warfront, the Japanese soldiers 
would gang-rape women of the territories 
they occupied, thus inflaming the local 
population and provoking anti-Japanese 
sentiments. 

To counter this, unmarried women be¬ 
tween ages 17 to 20 were coerced into the 
service of the Imperial Army. 20,000 Ko¬ 
rean women were sent to serve the 700,000 
Japanese soldiers in China. 

“We were full of patriotic feeling. Every¬ 
thing we could give for Japan, and for the 
Emperor,” wrote a Japanese woman in a 
diary which she left behind. During this 
time, the army directly managed the mili¬ 
tary brothels under its recreation division. 
Later, Japanese private business fronted 
for the army when public criticism of the 


brothels arose. 

An estimated 200,000 to 300,000 women 
were dragooned by the Japanese Imperial 
Army to cater to its sexual needs at the 
battlefront. The majority of the women 
came from Japanese colonies such as 
Korea, Taiwan, and Manchuria — with 
80% of the women coming from Korea. 

Other women came from Japanese-oc¬ 
cupied territories in the Philippines, Ma¬ 
laysia, Indonesia, and other Southeast 
Asian countries. Japanese women from 
the poorer classes were also recruited, but 
they were reserved for officers and high- 
ranking civilian officials. 

“The women are a ‘royal gift’ from the 
Emperor to the Imperial Army,” wrote 
Aso, a Japanese army doctor, in his report 
“Methods of Preventing Venereal Disease.” 
The women were shipped to various Japa¬ 
nese camps across Asia and the Pacific. 

“Comfort houses,” “houses ofrelaxation,” 
and “consolation stations”—euphemisms 
for military brothels, were set up by the 
Imperial Army in Taiwan, Sakhalin, 
Burma, China, the Philippines, Malaysia, 


Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. The 
Imperial Army also maintained brothels 
in Japan which the soldiers referred to as 
public lavatories” and “warehouses”. 

The women were called jugun ianfu san 
(military comfort girls), teishintai (women 
volunteers), or niku-itchi (21 to 1; appar¬ 
ently the number of men one woman was 
expected to service each day) by the Japa¬ 
nese military that used and abused them. 

Slave hunt 

Korea was a Japanese colony from 1910 
to 1945. Various drafting and conscription 
orders were issued by the colonial govern¬ 
ment from 1938 to 1945. 

As a result, an estimated 2 million work¬ 
ers from the Korean peninsula labored in 
the Japanese weapons and ammunitions 
plants from 1938. An additional 110,000 
served in the Imperial Army and Navy; 
another 120,000 worked for the military 
as civilian employees. 

Women’s drafting reached its peak dur¬ 
ing the years 1943-45. On 23 August 1944, 
Emperor Hirohito issued a directive for 
the recruitment of Korean women for the 
military brothels. The Women’s Voluntary 
Labor Law paved the way for a more sys¬ 
tematic procurement of larger numbers of 
Korean women for the military brothels. 

The Korean women were young, from 14 


to 20 years old. Old school registers con¬ 
firmed that the youngest were of primary 
school age, from 11 to 12. Most of them 
were daughters of farmers who had been 
ruined by colonial exploitation. 

Some of them had left home to work in 
Japan or Manchuria and ended up in the 
brothels. The women had gone into mili¬ 
tary prostitution by conscription, or brute 
force, or through the promise of a job, 
wages, and a chance of higher education. 

The women were also manipulated with 
promises of eating white rice at every meal 
and earning lots of money. They were told 
they would be serving the Imperial Army 
as cooks, domestic helpers and nurses’ 
assistants. Some did work these jobs be¬ 
fore being brought to the brothels. 

“School teachers in Korea were expected 
to send as many Korean girls as possible 
to Japan, upon ‘irresistible order from the 
emperor.’ The teachers visited students’ 
homes to persuade their parents to allow 
the girls to join the teishintai (women 
volunteers). Heads of schools which pro¬ 
duced high numbers of teishintai received 
special promotions,” 
said Ikeda Masao, a 
Japanese woman 
who taught in Seoul 
during the war. 

“It was like a 
‘slave hunt.’ Es¬ 
corted by 50 to 100 
police officers, we 
would swoop down 
on villages, forcing 
every man, woman 
and child out. We 
captured an esti¬ 
mated 950 women,” 
recalled Yoshida 
Seiji, the mobiliza¬ 
tion chief of the 
Shimonoseki 
branch of the 
Yamaguchi Prefec- 
tural Patriotic La¬ 
bor Association during the Second World 
War. In 1942, he led 10 to 15 men to Korea 
to conscript men and women for work. 

About a fourth of the women were casu¬ 
alties of war. In addition, those who tried 
to escape were killed, as were those who 
contracted venereal disease. In an attempt 
to cover up this particular atrocity, the 
army massacred many of the women as it 
retreated. Others were merely abandoned, 
and not told about Japan’s defeat. 

Some of them were bomb victims in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. After the war, 
the women who survived were shipped to 
Shimonoseki and Okinawa, where they 
were left to fend for themselves. Some 
were offered to the United States occupa¬ 
tional as “pan pan girls”. 

Those who went back to their homeland 
had to bury their past; many of those who 
didn’t were shunned by their own families. 
A lot of them changed their names, their 
birth registers and life histories. Some 
committed suicide, jumping off boats on 
their way home, rather than facing ahome- 
coming of shame and humiliation. 

Ultimate export product 

After the war, Japan busied itself with 
reconstruction and rebuilding its economy. 
It pursued a policy of rapid economic de¬ 
velopment from the 1960s, and now Japan 


finally stands as a major economic force in 
the world today, capable of shaping and 
influencing events, state leaders and 
wars. 

The “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity 
Sphere” it sought to establish has finally 
been created in such global breadth and 
dimensions even Tenno Hirohito never 
thought possible. Japan’s economic power 
has enabled it to break into and join the 
hitherto exclusive club of western imperi¬ 
alists — US, Germany, Great Britain and 
France — in moulding and dictating the 
flow of capital, technology, products, ser¬ 
vices and profits to all points of the world. 

In the face of people’s liberation move¬ 
ments and national revolutions however, 
it has become crucial for these economic 
giants’ survival to realign and consolidate 
themselves a new — what former US 
President Bush called the “new economic 
order”—to collectively plunder and profit. 

The past few decades saw the complete 
polarization of the world into the First 
World and the Third World. The First 
World continues to provide capital and 
continues to dump its goods upon the Third 
World market. 

The Third World continues to provide 
raw materials, cheap labor and a ready 
market for goods. This basic economic 
orientation had arrested any profound eco¬ 
nomic development in the Third World, 
spawning massive poverty and unemploy¬ 
ment. 

This situation in turn has spurred people 
to vote with their feet—an unprecedented 
exodus of migrant labor from all over the 
Third World. However, the international 
division of labor assigns to the Third 
World the menial, backbreaking, unskilled 
work for the men; domestic as well as sex 
work for the women. 

Thus we find Asian and other Third 
World migrants all over the richer coun¬ 
tries of the world, laboring as farm hands, 
dock workers, construction workers, road 
and railway builders; with the women pi¬ 
geonholed as maids, sex workers and mail¬ 
order brides. 

Alongside timber, minerals, coconuts, 
sugar, bananas, cheap labor from their 
countries, Third World women have them¬ 
selves become the ultimate export product . 
The so-called “new economic order” has 
efficiently trapped Third World women 
into submitting to a system that churns 
out a steady supply of women’s bodies for 
profit. 

Please contact the author through ASA’s 
Media-Centre 

Black Women continued from pg.11 

"I get by because I don't care what people 
think, as long as my friends and my family 
accepts me, I'm satisfied. And they do," 
says Gloria Lockett, ex-prostitute, activist 
and director of California Prevention Edu¬ 
cation Project. 

"I went into prostitution because of 
money. It had nothing to do with self- 
expression or abuse or anything else. It 
had nothing to do with being Black, except 
that I am a proud Black women who did 
what I needed to do to take care of myself." 
Compiled by Carol Leigh Taken with permis¬ 
sion From Gauntlet Vol.I, 1994 
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Glenched-Fist Salutations; 

.Recently i read a very good article 
by Justine Abinni entitled: "The Crime 
Bill an attack on People of Color” in de last 
issue of The Blast! and it got me to reflectin 
on why we tend to always and first and 
foremost identify de oppression of New 
Afrikans as racism as opposed to 
kkkolonialism, neo-kkkolonialism and/or 
national oppression, i question whether or 
not its a conscious attempt to deny de 
national reality, national existence of New 
Afrikans as an oppressed nation of people 
here in amerikkka. If this is de case how 
can one say they recognize de right of New 
Afrikan people to self-determination? You 
either do or you don’t! 

i think it is a disservice to de New 
Afrikan community to continue to define 
Our oppression and genocide by de state as 
being a result of racism, based on Our color 
etc. This is not a response to Justine’s 
article but an attempt to-examine de ten¬ 
dency to define New Afrikan people in 
particular and so call "people of color”, in 
general, oppression as one merely as rac¬ 
ism and whether or not such a character¬ 
ization advances or stagnates de overall 
struggle to overthrow imperialism. 

One of de main pillars dat sup¬ 
port de concept or struggle against racism 
is de false premise dat their exist more 
than one race which cannot be scientifi¬ 
cally proven. Whenever We get through 
with it, despite whatever cut or twist We 
try to put on it. it takes a total of 46 
chromosomes to produce a baby. It takes 
23 chromosomes from de female and 23 
chromosomes from de male for a total of 46 
to bring a child into de human family, tp 
bring one into de species classified as de 
Human Race. Ain’t nothing but one race! 
Now if you can come up with a scientific 
way to make a race dat is not apart of this 
particular species known as de human 
race then your a scientific genius for real! 
Though you have distinctions, national 
identities within this human family de 
focus on such distinctions and all de preju¬ 
dices dat go along with such focus is usu¬ 
ally a result of politics , political determi¬ 
nation and social construction usually 
propagated and defined by those in power 
with de objective of keeping ones divided 
based upon superficialities. 

To me de constant focus on racism 
and de propagation of such as being de 
primary contradiction as it relates to New 
Afrikans in particular is a bourgeois lib¬ 
eral politic dat can only lead to and further 
strengthen Neo-kkkolonialism. Hold on 
before all you anti-racist as opposed to 
anti-kolonialist get offended and let me 
clarify what i’m sayin. To me de focus on 

racism can only lead to reformism and give 
rise to such liberal reformist slogans of no 
justice - no peace, equal rights, equal jus¬ 
tice, bla bla bla. Ain’t no equal justice, 
equal rights under kolonial imperialism! 
Such practice and focus ultimately still 


pends on solutions from de oppressor and 
in turn legitimizes de oppressor. It is not a 
radical politic and don’t prepare de New 
Afrikan community to engage in revolu¬ 
tionary struggle. De solution of such focus 
can only lead to such calls as de New 
Afrikan community need more Black 
kkkops, more Black mayors, elected offi¬ 
cials, pig chiefs, more uncle toms and 
tomettes it is not a revolutionary politic, 
neither in practice or scope. None of de 
aforementioned will solve de national op¬ 


pression and genocide 
of New Afrikan people 
nor will it change de 
material reality of de 
kkkolonially op¬ 
pressed New Afrikan 
Nation. . . -——_- 

i think it is opportunistic of de 
"white left” (whatever dat is. i know what 
it is supposed to be) who speak of being 
New Afrikan people allies when they join 
Us and continue to push anti-racism as a 
focus, continue to push Us into safe terri¬ 
tory (safe for them) by defining de attack 
by de state as a result of racism instead of 
kolonialism. While hoping to forge some 
kind of mystical militant international 
working class e.g. Black + white when 
most white workers are moving further to 
the right, callin for kkkrime bills or for de 
more pillaging and plundering of third 
world nations - callingfor new-kolonialism 
as they call it. 

New Afrikans ain’t got time to be 
trippin on what exist in white folks heads. 
Cause white folks don’t like my natty 
dreads, de way i talk, write, my skin com¬ 
plexion etc. too fucking bad! Let other 
conscious white people struggle with dat. 
Let other political white people engage in 
ideological struggle with their mothers, 
fathers, sisters, brothers, lovers, etc. 
around their racism in their own commu¬ 


RACISM VS. 


nities. 

Ne w Afrikans primaiy contradic¬ 
tion with de state is one of kolonial impe¬ 
rialism. We are oppressed as a Nation of 
people just like Puerto-Rieans, Na&ve- 
Americans, Chieanos etc. i hesitate to ro¬ 


of color” because I’m still trying to define 
such in accordance with my politics so ill 
substitute oppressed nationalities in its 
place. Alot of de same people dat we would 
lump together or brand as people of color 
are in de New Afrikan community and 
other oppressed communities acting as 
agents for imperialism, functioning as 
parasites, petty bourgeois and cultural 
bandits/imperialists. 

Even if you don’t support "Na¬ 
tionalism” i don’t think such a contradic¬ 


tion can be glossed over in an attempt to 
propagate your politics. Nationalism is a 
reality, it exists and it’s where people are 
at politically, and closing your eyes to it or 
tactically trying to substitute “racism” for 
kolonialism ain’t gone make it go away, i 
think such is not only unprincipled, i see it 
as a repetition of de historical krime of 
denying de New Afrikan community de 
right to hold a plebiscite or choose for itself 
what it wants, i’ll be de first to admit dat 
nationalism (all forms) has its inherent 
contradictions and limitation, but i recog¬ 
nize it’s a stage, process one got to go 
through and deal with in de process of 
struggle, you ain’t just gone leap over it 
and to think dat you are is a form of 
idealism and utopia at its best or should i 
say at its worst. 

Focusing on racism fosters a de¬ 
pendency on de state whereas when We 
mobilize organize around de right of New 
Afrikans to LAND, de right of New Afri¬ 
kans to reparations, to develop its own 
socio-political/economical structure or at 
least have a free and fair vote on de ques¬ 
tion. De right to re¬ 
move Ourselves 
from imperialist 
domination. To me 
such a focus pre¬ 
pares people for a 
heightened form of 
struggle. It forces Us 
to deal with contra¬ 
dictions (like New 
Afrikan political 
prisoners+ P.O.W.S) 
dat de state cain’t 
try to put band-aids 
on, distract Us with 
hiring more Black 
kops. 

De KKKrime 
bill dat Justine criti¬ 
cizes so well applies 
to New Afrikans not 
because of racism 
but because of New 
Afrikan kolonial re¬ 
lationships to impe¬ 
rialism, because we 
exist as a kolony 
dominated by U.S. 
imperialism. De 
state is merely le¬ 
gitimizing a lot of de 
policies dat have al- 
applied to de New Afrikan. People 
talk about fascism. What fascism?! Fas¬ 
cism has always been a reality for de New 
Afrikan Nation/People from de first slave 
ship to de implementing of de fugitive 
slave act and Black Codes til now. De 
white civilian (?) population has always 
been used as an auxiliary force for de state 
tc police, repress and bring genocide to de 
New Afrikan nation and other oppressed 
nationalities. Is thisradsmor kolonialism? 
Settler imperialism? By focusing on rac¬ 
ism how does this deal with de contradic¬ 
tion of Neo-kolonialism? Do We define de 
colin powells, wilson no goodes as racist or 
do We break it down to de people de real 
role of these neo’s and their historical rol# 
and evolution as a Mass? 

Lastly de focus on racism does not 
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prepare people to set up 
people power in terms of I 
seizing control of schools, 
creating independent 
schools, developing alter¬ 
native forms of control over 
Our lives and comm uni¬ 
ties, it does not prepare for 
liberated zones and terri¬ 
tories. What it does is keep 
people believing dat only 
if white folks wouldn’t be 
so racist, only if they could 
just get past this abomi¬ 
nable sin everything would 
be just swell for New Afri¬ 
kan folks. It doesn’t deal 
with de ruthlessness and 
barbarity of kapitalism. It 
doesn’t deal with de fact 
dat kapitalism could not 
survive without blood¬ 
sucking its internal + ex¬ 
ternal kolonies without 
bloodsucking oppressed 
nationalities. Such focuses 
fail to point out dat racism' 
is just a smokescreen for 
imperialism. It doesn’t 
deal with de fact dat 
kolonialism+imperialism 
came before racism and 
dat de kolonization of 
womyn + children was de 
first kolony. When impe¬ 
rialist began enslaving 
New Afrikans it was out of 
economical necessity, rac¬ 
ism only came as a justifi¬ 
cation, a smokescreen 
later alone with various 
theologies to justify sla¬ 
very. Just like today it’s 
used to justify genocide. 

In this late day + 
age you can believe de pow¬ 
ers are not trippin on a lot 
of de superficialities of rac¬ 
ism (other than how to 
kapitalize off of such) this 
ain’t de 17th +18th centu¬ 
ries. These people are fo¬ 
cusing on de cold realities 
of economics as always and 
its continued bloodsucking 
of oppressed nations and 
how to kill off all this sur¬ 
plus labor, potential threat 
to their continued rule, not 
based on race but based on 
de kolonial contradiction 
and how it relates to de 
larger scheme of imperial- 1 
ism and de new world order. Neo 
kolonialism is in today and de labeling o 
national oppression as merely a result o 
racism is no longer sufficient and don’i 
carry Us far enough. Far as i’m concernec 
de u.s. constitution is a krime bill as ii 
applies to New Afrikans! 

Though i agree with Bro Lorenz< 
Kom’boa criticism of Louis Farrakhan, jusl 
for de record tho his bourgeois narrov 
nationalism is not a representation of Ne v 
Afrikan revolutionary nationalism or Nev 
Afrikan Communism. 

In de Spirit of Struggle 
Shaka Shakur 
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TREASON TO WHITENESS 



An Interview with Noel Ignatiev of Rac< 


Noel Ignatiev is co-editor of Race Traitor: a journal of the new 
abolitionism, whose motto is “Treason to whiteness is loyalty to 
humanity.” He is a long-time activist in radical movements, and 
has written numerous articles and pamphlets, including “The 
White Blindspot” (1967), which he co-authored with Ted Allen. He 
lives in Boston. 


What is a race traitor anyway? 

A traitor to the white race is someone who 
is nominally classified as white, but who 
defies the rules of whiteness so flagrantly 
as to jeopardizes his or her ability to draw 
upon the privileges of the white skin. 

Why did you decide to launch a journal 1 ? 

C.L.R. James says somewhere that in this 
world if you have an idea and you get 
together with a few other people and you 
publish your idea, you never can tell what 
will happen. The other co-editor, John 
Garvey, and I are both admirers of James, 
and so we decided to follow his advice. 


How is your distribution? 

■ ' 


Our press run for the first issue was 1,000 
copies. We did almost no advertising, but 
it got out through word-of-mouth and the 
efforts of a few individuals. We ran 1,500 
of the second and 2,000 of the third. The 
journal is now in a few bookstores and has 
been taken up by a few independent dis¬ 
tributors, and we are waiting to see how 
that will work out. 

Who are your readers? 

They range from university professors to 
skinheads who resent nazi attempts to 
appropriate their culture. We are hoping 
to reach those so-called white people who 
are uneasy with the definition of them¬ 
selves as “white” and who are aware on 
some level that whiteness is a problem for 
themselves and others. 

What is the history of the concept of “race”? 

“Race” has meant various things in his¬ 
tory. We use the term to mean a group that 
includes all social classes, in a situation 
where the most degraded member of a 
dominant group is exalted over any mem¬ 
ber of a subordinate group. That forma¬ 
tion was first successfully established in 
the seventeenth century. By then there 
already existed a trade across the Atlantic 
in laborers. Traders from Europe and 
Africa both sold their countrymen, and 
were not held back because they were of 
the same color as those they sold. Slavery 
was a matter of economics. At the time it 
was the most efficient way of guaranteeing 
a labor force—provided it could be en¬ 


forced. 

To enslave Europeans in the New World 
would have cut off the emigration of labor¬ 
ers from Europe. To make slaves of the 
native American groups as a whole would 
have created problems on the frontier, and 
would have encouraged the natives to give 
sanctuary to runaway laborers. After some 
experimenting, hereditary, lifetime servi¬ 
tude was fastened exclusively on Africans. 
Even limiting slavery to people from one 
continent did not by itself mean that races 
existed as social formations. 

To see the contrast, look at Brazil and 
the islands of the Caribbean. There, the 
slaveholders were from Europe, the middle 
classes were of mixed descent, and the 
slaves were African. People who on the 
North American m.ainland )y ould have been 
' called “black^ were pafr^^Oree middle 
class, and helped to police the slaves. In 
those places, what appeared to be a color 
distinction was essentially a distinction of 
class. It was exactly as if, before the French 
Revolution of 1789 that abolished feudal¬ 
ism, the landed aristocracy had been of one 
color, the commercial and manufacturing 
classes of another, and the ordinary toilers 
of a third. 

As Theodore Allen points out in The 
Invention of the White Race J the white race 
meant not only that no European-Ameri- 
cans were slaves. It meant also that all 
European-Americans, even laborers, were 
by definition enforcers of slavery. In the 
Chesapeake Bay Colony (Virginia and 
Maryland), people from Africa and people 
from Europe worked together in the to¬ 
bacco fields. They mated with each other, 
ran away and rebelled together, at first. At 
the end of the 1600s, people of African 
descent, even those who were free, lost 
certain rights they had had before and that 
even the poorest and most downtrodden 
person of European descent continued to 
enjoy. In return for these privileges, Euro¬ 
pean-Americans of all classes came to be 
part of the apparatus that maintained Afro- 
Americans in chattel slavery (and them¬ 
selves in unfreedom). That was the birth of 
“race,” as we use the term. 

Something similar happened around the 
same time in Ireland. There, religious 
identity (Protestant or Catholic) deter¬ 
mined a person’s social status. A bit later 
a similar pattern developed in South Af¬ 
rica, based on color as in North America. In 
our century we have seen the creation of a 
Jewish “race” in Palestine. People from 


fifty countries, of different physical types, 
speaking different languages, possessing 
different cultures, and practicing differ¬ 
ent religions or no religion at all, have 
been assigned the status of “Jew” because 
of the claim that they are descended from 
the biblical Abraham. That claim is a 
myth, and the only people who even pre¬ 
tend to take it seriously are Zionists and 
nazis. 

What do you mean when you say that race 
is a social construction? 

We mean that it is the result of social 
distinctions. Many black people have Eu¬ 
ropean ancestors, and plenty of so-called 
whites have African or American Indian 
ancestors. No biologist has ever been able 
to provide a satisfactory definition of race— 
that is, a definition that includes all the 
members of a given “race” and excludes all 
others. Attempts to do so lead to absurdi¬ 
ties; mothers and children of different 
races, or the phenomenon that a white 
woman can give birth to a black child, but 
a black woman can never give birth to a 
/hite child. The only possible condo 
is that people are members ( 
races because they are assigned to them 
Of course, differences exist between indi¬ 
viduals, and the natives of west Africa ir 
general had darker skin and so forth thar 
the natives of the British isles , but groups 
are formed by social distinctions, not na 
ture. Am 

Can you provide an example of a people 
suddenly becoming “white”? 

The Irish are as clear an example as any 
In Ireland, under the Protestant Ascen¬ 
dancy, Catholic Irish were the victims oi 
discrimination identical to what we ir 
America call racial, and were even re¬ 
ferred to as a “race.” Karl Marx, writing 
from England, reported that the average 
English worker looked down on the Iris! 
the way poor whites in the American Soutl 
looked upon Afro-Americans. Yet ovei 
here the Irish became “whites”, by gaining 
the right to vote while free Negroes were 
losing it, by supporting the Democrats 
Party (the party of the slaveholders) anc 
by preventing free Afro-Americans iron 
competing with them for jobs. The over 
coming of anti-Irish prejudice meant tha 
the Irish were admitted to the privileges o 
whiteness. 

What do you mean by the “new abolition 
ism”? How do you stand in relation to thi 
pre-Civil War abolitionist movement? 

We believe that so long as the white rac< 
exists, all movements against what is callec 
“racism” will fail. Therefore, our aim is t< 
abolish the white race. The more I stud 1 
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the pre-Civil War abolitionists, the more 
convinced I become that the radicals among 
them, above all Wendell Phillips, were 
farsighted and consistent revolutionaries. 
They drew a line, not merely against the 
slaveholders but against the moderate 
antislavery forces, and time has proven 
them right. While they rarely used the 
language of class, they saw how slavery 
degraded free labor. They kept their eyes 
fixed on the abolition of slavery, the cen¬ 
tral task facing the working class. Aboli¬ 
tionism rested on the support of black 
laborers, but unfortunately drew the sup¬ 
port of few white ones. 

How does your position on race and white¬ 
ness differ from the standard political 
stance of anti-racism? 

“Racism” is a pretty vague term. As Bar¬ 
bara Fields notes, it is applied to views 
that are direct opposites, for instance, the 
belief that Africans are inferior to Europe¬ 
ans and the belief that they must be held 
down because they are superior. It has 
come to mean little more than a tendency 
to dislike people for the color of their skin. 

even while they oppose 
discrimination, believe that racial status 
is fixed and eternal. We hold that without 
social distinctions, “race” is a fiction. The 
only race is the human. 

The issue of white privilege is absent from 
the pages of Race Traitor : Without an 
analysis of white privilege, how is your 
new abolitionism any different from the 
standard liberal “love sees no color” ap¬ 
proach? 

Our whole analysis pivots around the no¬ 
tion of white-skin privilege, and if we failed 
to make that clear, then that is a serious 
weakness. In our view, the struggle against 
whiteness is exactly synonymous with the 
struggle against the privileges of the white 
skin, because without those privileges 
there is no white race. White people are 
those who because of their color enjoy a 
virtual monopoly of the best jobs, freedom 
from arbitrary search and seizure, people 
who do not fear for their sons’ lives every 
time they leave the house, who expect the 
state to protect their daughters from 
strangers. You know, what happened to 
Rodney King was not exceptional. All over 
the world, cops beat up poor people. That’s 
their job. What is exceptional, and what 
has to be explained, is why they don’t 
ordinarily beat some people you would 
expect them to, people for whom every 
mark but their color would indicate a beat¬ 
ing. 

Whether a person declares him /herself a 
“race traitor , ” to the vast majority of people 
in this society, s/he is still white and there¬ 


fore allowed all the privileges of the "white 
club". Is it possible to abolish the white 
race, ironically, only as white people? 

The white race does not like to relinquish a 
single member, so that even those who step 
out of it in one situation find it virtually 
impossible not to rejoin it later, if only 
because of the assumptions of others— 
unless, like John Brown, they have the 
good fortune to be hanged before that hap¬ 
pens. So-called whites have special re¬ 
sponsibilities to abolition that only they 
can fulfill. Only they can dissolve the 
white race from within, by rejecting the 
poisoned bait of white-skin privileges. If 
that is what you mean by abolishing the 
white race “as whites,” then we have no 
quarrel. 

What is the relationship between capital¬ 
ism and racism? 

Capital itself is color-blind, and the capi¬ 
talist system, as such, recognizes nothing 
but atomized individuals acting indepen¬ 
dently in the market. There are places in 
the world where it exists without race. In 
central to the system of 
social control: it leads some workers to 
settle for being “white” when they could, 
with some effort, be free. 

Is there such a thing as a “white culture”? 

No. There is Italian culture, and Polish, 
Irish, Yiddish, German and Appalachian 
culture; there is youth culture and drug 
culture and queer culture; but there is no 
“white” culture—unless you mean 
Wonderbread and television game shows. 
Whiteness is nothing but an expression of 
race privilege. It has been said that the 
typical “white” American male spends his 
childhood as an Indian, his adolescence as 
an Afro-American, and only becomes white 
when he reaches the age of legal responsi¬ 
bility. 

In an autobiographical essay in issue num¬ 
ber 3, Joel Gilbert says that most of his 
whiteness has washed away and that he 
has “plenty of black inside .” How is it 
possible for a white person to have “plenty of 
black” inside? How is it possible for whites 
to wash away their whiteness? Should a 
Black person accept a white person's claim 
to have “a lot of black inside”? 

Politically, whiteness is the willingness to 
seek a comfortable place within the system 
of race privilege. Blackness means total, 
implacable, and relentless opposition to 
that system. To the extent so-called whites 
oppose the race line, repudiating their own 
race privileges and jeopardizing their own 
standing in the white race, they can be said 
to have washed away their whiteness and 


taken in some blackness. Probably a black 
person should not accept a white person’s 
claim to have done that, but should watch 
how that person acts. 

A common theme in Race Traitor is that of 
whites “crossing over” into Black culture, or 
what you have called “black assimilation.” 
A lot of the examples you cite of people 
"refusing to be white " involve white people — 
especially youth—imitating Black cultural 
forms. The line between “crossing over” 
into Black cultures and ripping off Black 
culture is a mighty fine one; where do you 
draw it? Further, is there a necessary 
connection between “crossover” and the 
abandonment of whiteness? Lastly, what 
makes white “crossover” in the nineties dif¬ 
ferent from white youths and big businesses 
“crossing over” and ripping off Black music 
in the forties and fifties? 

In culture, the line between rip-off and 
respect is the willingness to pay the dues, 
if necessary to forego the social advantages 
of being white, in order to achieve genuine¬ 
ness of expression. There is no necessary 
connection between cultural assimilation 
and rejection of whiteness: the crowds at 
professional basketball games prove that; 
and on the other hand immigrants to this 
country may speak no English and have no 
interest in American culture, and still 
refuse to take part in the oppression of 
black people. But for many, the rejection of 
whiteness seems to entail some engage¬ 
ment with Afro-American culture, because 
that is the first cultural expression of resis¬ 
tance they encounter, and it speaks power¬ 
fully to them. You are right to point out 
that whites have been ripping off Afro- 
American culture for years. Fundamen¬ 
tally, the crossover of the nineties may not 
be different from that of the past, although 
it may make a difference that the process of 
social dissolution is now more advanced. 
By itself crossover represents a potential 
for race treason, not the actuality. 

How does wanting to abolish racial classi¬ 
fications avoid doing away with cultural 
differences, which is what most liberal at¬ 
tempts to “confront racism” do? 

For us, black and white are political cat¬ 
egories, separate from, although not unre¬ 
lated to, culture. One of the effects of white 
supremacy is that it represses the cultures 
of Afro-Americans and other peoples of 
color. If that repression were removed, 
who knows how they would flourish? More¬ 
over, American culture is, as Albert Murray 
has pointed out, incontestably mulatto. 
Without race prejudice, Americans might 
discover that culturally they are all Afro- 
American, as well as Native American, and 
so forth. 

Continued on pg. 24 



...But this is 
treason! 
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You Wanted to Die 
Anyway, Right? 


by joel 




I saw the cops kill a man the other day. 
It was Wednesday, April 13, around 
8:00 or 8:30 PM, and I was riding my 
bike through a poor part of south 
Minneapolis. As I approached the corner of 
31 st Avenue and Grand heading east, I saw 
a cluster of cop cars and a crowd of people on 
both sides of the street. A large church 
blocked my view to the right as I pedaled to 
the corner to see what the attraction was. I 
couldn’t see that around the corner over a 
dozen cops, weapons drawn, had surrounded 
a 100-lb. man holding two kitchen knives. 

As I approached the corner, my view still 
blocked by the church, I heard shots. I didn’t 
count how many; a woman later told me she 
heard at least seven. The crowd screamed 
and rushed over to the scene. I turned the 
corner to see a white man lying flat on his 
back on the lawn. He looked dead. 

Guns still smoking, the cops were fran¬ 
tically trying to do two things at once: they 
closed in on the fallen man to make sure he 
would never get up again, but they also 
anxiously looked over their shoulders in fear 
of the angry crowd that quickly swelled 
around them. 

An ambulance was parked a half block 
away. The cops had obviously called it in 
advance, anticipating some action. The 
ambulance rushed to the scene, scooped up 
the dead man, hustled him away and he was 
gone, less than five minutes after the cops 
brought him down. The pigs quickly began to 
move the angry crowd away and taped the 
area off. Many were nervously slapping 
their batons in the palms of their hands, 
wondering if they would have to fight to get 
out of this neighborhood. It was obvious that 
the cops wanted to clean up and defuse the 
scene as soon as possible. It was also obvious 
that they were damn scared. 

T here are conflicting reports about 
what started it all, but it seems 
that the cops pulled over a car 
and, depending on who you talk 
to, a man either jumped out of the passenger 
side of the car or ran out of the apartment 
with a kitchen knife in each hand. The driver 
quickly sped off, leaving one man, two knives, 
and a curious crowd. Oh yeah, and a bunch 
of armed, scared-shitless cops. 

There was a standoff between the man 
and the cops, but it lasted less than twenty 
minutes. Some witnesses told me the guy 
lunged at the cops, who then shot him. How¬ 
ever, most witnesses I talked to saidhe didn’t 
lunge at all. The cops just opened fire on him. 
In any case, people saw him get shot in 


the chest from close range, then get pumped 
three times when he was already flat on the 
ground. We knew he was dead before the 
ambulance packed him up and drove off. 

I found out in the papers the next 
day that his name was Steven Cole, 23, and 
that he was dying of AIDS. All we knew that 
night was that he was a white male, and that 
the Minneapolis police murdered him. 

Cole was the fourth man shot by Minne¬ 
apolis cops in a six-week time span. He was 
the third to die. Many of the people in the 
crowd were complaining that the cops didn’t 
have to kill Cole; they could have sicked the 
dogs on him or just wounded him. However, 
standard police policy is to shoot to kill. As 
the Minneapolis Star Tribune politely puts 
it, “Police procedure is not to fire warning 
shots, nor shots intended only to wound.” 

T here’s a new excuse in town for 
cops to use after they blow a man 
away, and it’s called police-as¬ 
sisted suicide. Because Cole had 
full-blown AIDS, cops claim he was suicidal 
and wanted to die. However, police argue, 
because he was too afraid to kill himself, Cole 
figured he’d do something rash so the cops 
would be forced to do the job for him. Hence 
the term “police-assisted suicide.” 

Police investigators have been furiously 


gathering evidence to prove that this is the 
explanation for Cole’s murder. An anony¬ 
mous “woman friend” of Cole’s told the Star 
Tribune that Cole “has been consumed with 
death. He had talked about having the police 
shoot him.” However, Cole’s girlfriend Cathi 
Schmitt denied he would ever do such a 
thing. “He was a scared little rabbit,” she 
told the Star Tribune. 

According to the cops, “police-assisted 
suicides” are the hew trend of the mentally 
deranged. Minneapolis Police Chief John 
Laux also claims people do it so their families 
can get insurance money. (Your family can’t 
collect on life insurance policies if you com¬ 
mit suicide.) It’s also a nice way to wrap up 
potentially sticky investigations that involve 
the police murdering someone. But of course 
cops don’t mention that. 

The implication of all this is that it’s not 
the cops’ fault they kill people, which is why 
the theory of “police-assisted suicides” is 
fast-becoming one of the favorite excuses of 
killer cops. As Laux explains, when the cops 
kill someone it’s that person’s fault, not the 
officers’: “It’s something deeper, the way 
people are acting out there,” he pines. “Maybe 
it’s a matter of pride, that people can’t back 
down when they are in a confrontation with 
the police.” The blame is now on the victim, 
who really “wanted to die.” And the trigger- 
happy pigs roaming the streets of the inner 


city are only too happy to oblige their wish. 
To protect and to serve, as they say. 

T The crowd of about 80-100 people 
that witnessed the shooting was 
mostly Black and Chicano with a 
handful of whites, including my¬ 
self. Almost everyone was poor. We were all 
furious. I have no doubt in my mind that if 
Cole had been Black and if this had hap¬ 
pened in July, when it is warmer and when 
more people are outside, there would have 
been a riot. 

However, there was no riot this night. 
That didn’t mean people weren’t angry at 
what the cops did, or that they didn’t care 
that a white man was dead. “You didn’t have 
to kill him, you fuckers!” a young Chicana 
woman screamed at two stonefaced cops be¬ 
hind the yellow tape. 

Still, Cole’s whiteness affected the 
crowd’s attitude. Many folks said that if it 
had been a Black guy who was holding those 
knives, the cops wouldn’t have waited even 
twenty minutes to shoot him. “You see how 
long they wait to shoot a white guy, think 
how long they’d wait to shoot a Black guy,” a 
woman yelled to no one in particular. 


Continued on page 22 
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JAM AND NOI 


author Chester Himes has said that Blacks and Jews have more to lose 
than to gain by struggling against each other, and JAM would like to begin 
a unified struggle with African-Americans against injustice. 

By Max Sparber, a student of Jewish Studies at the University of 
Minnesota and is one of the founding members of the JAM. 


On Saturday, May 21, three members of the Jewish 
Activist Minyan (JAM) travelled to St. Cloud State Col¬ 
lege to protest a speaking engagement with ex-spokes- 
man for the Nation of Islam (NOI), Kalid Abdul 
Muhammed. A pamphlet was prepared addressing 
Muhammad’s anti-Semitism, which was distributed be¬ 
fore and after his lecture. Mr. Muhammad has accused 
the Jews of dominating the North-American slave trade, 
of controlling the media and international finance, of 
being European imposters (often using the phrase *5 ohnny- 
comelately so called Jews”); the NOI regularly reprints 
such overtly anti-Semetic books as The Secret Relation¬ 
ship Between Blacks and Jews and The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion , and recommends the works of psuedo- 
scholars who argue, among other things, that Jewish 
doctors have deliberately injected African-American chil¬ 
dren with the HIV virus. 

Muhammad’s anti-Semitism and often reactionary 
politics have received a great deal of publicity in the last 
few months. It is the opinion of the JAM that this atten¬ 
tion has been greater than has been warranted. There are 
many in the Black community that have things of value to 
say, and say them every day, with little attention from the 
media. To devote a hundred stories to the NOI for every 
one story devoted to essayist bell hooks or professor Julius 
Lester or Dr. Thomas Sowell strikes us as a little exploit¬ 
ative. But we know that the press favors controversy, and 
has given Khalid Abdul Muhammad the spotlight, so as a 
Jewish organization we felt a need to respond to his 
presence. We responded because JAM has dedicated itself 
to tikkun olam — the transformation of the world through 
acts of justice, and to seek justice we must confront 
injustice. 

Confronting injustice demands that we also speak 
out against racism, and take a stand against it. We 
recognize that racism does exist in the J ewish community, 
and must be denounced and acted against. We recognize 
that Jews participated in trading Africans as slaves in the 
Americas, and though that participation might have been 
marginal (less than 1 percent of the total slave trade, 


Editors Note: 

As this issue of The Blast! went to print 
Khalid Abdul Muhammed was shot and injured, 
at last word we heard that it was not fatal and 
that he was recovering in the hospital. 

We felt that it was necessary to run the 
opinion piece by JAM, but at the same time felt 
quite uncomfortable that our first talk of anti¬ 
semitism in The Blast! was an accusation of a 
Black organization. We oppose violence against 
NOI members, who are vulnerable to white-su¬ 
premacist hatred and anti-Muslim bigotry . 

Both JAM and The Blast! believe the main 
threat of anti-semitic violence comes from the 
ruling class and the white right-wing (while not 
denying the antisemitism deeply rooted in white 
gentiles as a whole), not from the working class, 
and not from people of color. 
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according to reputable statistics) it nonetheless must be 
addressed and cannot be forgotten. We recognize that 
many Jews are privileged by having White skin, and 
therefor if a Jew is not actively fighting racism he or she 
is benefiting from it. 

Recognizing this does not mean that we have to 
accept slander against us, or have our struggle for 
liberation ridiculed or minimized. We will not compare 
the Holocaust to the slave trade and decide if one is more 
horrible than the other— both are histories of pain, 
injustice, and all injustice must be confronted. 

The statements made by Khalid Abdul Muhammad 
and affirmed by Louis Farrakhan as “truths” over the 
last year have been the cause of great concern in the 
Jewish community. While we understand that the state¬ 
ments of these two men do not represent the entire 
African-American community, nonetheless we are wor¬ 
ried about the content of these speeches. Khalid Abdul 
Muhammad and others are recreating libels against the 
Jews which have historically led to violence against the 
Jews, and if history has shown us nothing it has demon¬ 
strated that Jews are never safe from violence. Inquisi¬ 
tions and pogroms and blood libels and the Holocaust are 
our legacy, and Jews have survived by not forgetting 
this. 

We see that many African-Americans, are outraged, 
and we do not underestimate Black rage. A people 
stripped of their history and heritage and forced into 
slavery, a people who are overrepresented in the prisons 
and the poorhouses while being underrepresented in 
government and on Wall Street, such a people has a right 
to rage. But the legitimate rage of the impoverished and 
downtrodden Russian peasant was turned against the 
Jew in the pogroms that opened this century, the legiti¬ 
mate desperation of the German people— economically 
and socially devastated after WWI—was turned against 
the Jews in the middle of this century, and demagogues 
have always used rage and desperation to build their 
castles on the bodies of murdered Jews. 

Justice is absolute. There cannot be freedom for 
anyone unless all are free, and just as the JAM promises 
to confront racism we ask that members of the African- 
American community continue to denounce speech and 
acts that promote the hatred of Jews. African-American 
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The Anarchist Black Cross (ABC) is 
an international network of autonomous groups 
of anarchists who work to ensure that impris¬ 
oned activists aren’t forgotten. 

The origins of the ABC date back 
prior to the Russian Revolution. An Anarchist 
Red Cross was formed in Tsarist Russia to 
organize aid for political prisoners and their 
families, and self-defense against political raids 
by the Cossack army. During the Russian Civil 
War, the organization changed its name to the 
Black Cross in order to avoid confusion with 
the Red Cross who were organizingrelief in the 
country. After the Bolsheviks seized power the 
Black Cross was moved to Berlin. It continued 
to aid prisoners of the Bolshevik regime, as well 
as victims of Italian fascism and others. De¬ 
spite the increasing demand for its services, 
the Black Cross folded in the ’40s due to a 
simultaneous decline in available, finances. In 
the late ’60s the organization resurfaced in 
England, where it initially worked to aid pris¬ 
oners of the Spanish resistance to Franco’s 
fascist regime. In the 1980’s the ABC expanded 
and now has groups in many different regions 
of the world: 

Working Towards Liberation 
The proposed 15 point program of the ABC 
network drafted by Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin 
lays out the principles by which the ABC stands: 

1. Organizing Political Prisoner Defense 
Committees on behalf of prisoners framed or 
railroaded through the Capitalist courts for 
their political and social beliefs or prison orga¬ 
nizing. For a prisoner in the hands of the State 
on political frame-up charges , the Defense Com¬ 
mittee is the most effective instrument to fight 
for their freedom! 

2. Holding protest rallies, marches, and 
street demonstrations in support of pris¬ 
oners’ rights, and against the repressive 
actions of State/Class authorities* Such 
protests can be held in and around prisons, 
Departments of “Corrections”, Courthouses 
(where political prisoners’ cases are being tried 
or prisoners’ rights lawsuits are being heard), 
at the White House, U.S. Congress, State Leg¬ 
islatures, Governors’ Mansions, and other sym¬ 
bols of class rule and prisoner oppression. 

3. Writing press releases and holding news 
conferences for the Black, alternative, and 
radical news media (and sometimes the 
Capitalist news media) appearing on tele¬ 
vision and radio news and/or talk shows 
to discuss prisons. Priority should also be 
given to starting a Prisoners’ newsletter or 
newspaper with an Anarchist focus. In fact, the 
old Black Flag , formerly the organ of the anar¬ 
chist Black Cross group in London, England, 
(which has stopped publishing), should be 
started up again. 

4. Securing Anarchist and other revolutionary 
materials for prisoners to read, and fight for 
their right to recieve this literature if prison 
officials try to ban or prohibit such literature 
for any reason. 

5. Sending the prison officials and other State/ 
Class authorities all over the continent a flood 
of telegrams, letters, and petitions about the 
mistreatment of prisoners, and especially po¬ 
litical prisoners and prison activists (who are 
‘dangerous’ in the eyes of the prison officials). 
Let them know that there is someone who is 
watching their every move and that the prison¬ 
ers are not alone! 

6. Organize a telephone brigade to continu¬ 


ally call “corrections” and other authorities 
about the treatment of prisoners. This is espe¬ 
cially important if there is an enemy attack 
upon a political prisoner or an ongoing prison 
protest. 

7. Organize a legal defense fund to raise 
funds for legal fees and to secure the services of 
an attorney, where necessary, to assist prison¬ 
ers with criminal or disciplinary cases growing 
out of their prison organizing or the harass¬ 
ment by prison officials. 



8. Organizing and/or participating in coa¬ 
litions with poor people’s movements, prison 
support, Black, Women’s rights, [Queer] Gay, 
Church, Left-wing, and other diverse groups, 
so as to win them over and to integrate the 
prison struggle into the general movement for 
social change in North America. 

9. Assist prisoners to get parole, proba¬ 
tion, or a pardon by securing them a place 
to stay, a job, some references, or names 
on a petition demanding their freedom 
when they become eligable for parole or 
are seeking executive clemency. It may be 
necessary to hold demonstrations and other 
protest action to compel the release of certain 
prisoners whom officials are continuing to hold 
even though they should have been legally 
released. 

10.. Organize a Correspondance Commit¬ 
tee of people to write to prisoners and find out 
about prison conditions, and to show their 
solidarity and human concern. Also to wrtie 
protest letters to prison officials, politicians, 
the news media, prison support groups, profes¬ 
sional or legal organizations, and other per¬ 
sons, about prison conditions. Also have the 
ABC’s to function as an Observer Committee to 
go into the prisons, visit the prisoners, investi¬ 
gate their complaints, question the officials, 


and monitor the prison for violation of prison¬ 
ers’ rights. 

11. Work against the death penalty and 
expose it as an instrument of racial geno¬ 
cide, and class and political repression. 

Never forget the Haymarket martyrs and Sacco 
and Vanzetti, and so many others put to death 
“legally” by the State, as well as those like 
Mumia Abu Jamal, who have been sentenced 
to death. 

12. Expose the fallacy of the Capitalist 
system of cops, laws and prisons being for 
the protection of society or as a social 
necessity. We should hold community forums 
on crime, the prison system, racism, and Capi¬ 
talism, to expose the system itself as the crime, 
and to show that there is another way to social 
peace and harmony: the Anarchist way. 

13. Set up Black Cross Amnesty Commit¬ 
tees all over the continent to demand the 
freedom and amnesty of political / class 
war prisoners, and the abolition of pris¬ 
ons. Especially demand the immediate release 
of prisoners who have served unnecessarily 
lengthy sentences. 

14. Demand the immediate closing of all 
Control Units in federal and state prisons. 

We should have mass marches at the prisons, 
in front of politicians offices, and at the “correc¬ 
tions” offices. We should make the issue of 
Control Units in North American prisons an 
international human rights issue, and in addi¬ 
tion work to try to free all such prisoners on a 
strict timetable. 

15. The outside prison support movement 
(and especially underground units) must 
be willing to engage in armed support 
actions, where the lives of political/class war 
prisoners are in immediate jeopardy, they have 
been killed, or must be forcibly liberated. This 
is an extreme measure for extreme conditions 
of repression. It cannot be taken lightly and 
without full understanding of the consequences. 
But because of the State’s bloody war against 
innocent victims it must be considered and 
done. 

PEROTTIHUNGERSTRIKE 

John Perotti, anarchist prisoner, 
prison organizer and jailhouse lawyer, needs 
your support. He has been on hungerstrike 
since May 3,1994. He is protesting his trans¬ 
fer to Lucasville Maximum Security Prison 
and the fact that he has not been released 
from administrative control, despite the re¬ 
versal of the decision that placed him there. 

Send letters demanding a full in¬ 
vestigation into this case. Demand that John 
be released into general population and 
thathis charges be dropped. This is in refer¬ 
ence to "Decision of Director on Disciplinary 
Appeal 94-37, John Perotti #167712 MANCI 
release from AC." 

Letters of protest to: State Rep Rhine McLin/16 E. 
Broad St., 9th Floor, Rm. 901/Columbus, OH 
43226 • Contact: John Perotti #167712/PO Box 
45699/Lucasville, OH 45699 


LORENZO STONE-BEY ILLEGALLY DETAINED & IMPRISONED FOR 17 1/2 YEARS 


Lorenzo L. Stone-Bey, a 34 year old Afri¬ 
can-American, was the target of a frame-up 
and a highly political trial in February 1976 
when he was 17. With three codefendants, he 
alone was convicted on two counts of first 
degree murder in the perpetration of an 
alleged robbery. It came as a result of politi¬ 
cal pressure and corruption within the Gary 
Indiana Police Department and the blind¬ 
folded eyes of Justice in the Lake County 
Criminal Court system. The prosecutions 
main witness admitted that the Gary Police 
Department had threatened his life and that 
the Gary Police and the Lake County Pros¬ 
ecutors office falsified his statements to im¬ 
plicate Lorenzo and the other three defen¬ 
dants. 

Lorenzo L. Stone-Bey is currently serving 
a life sentence at the Indiana State Prison 


where he has been constantly oppressed for 
speaking out and for his political ideas. 
Lorenzo has no prior felony convictions. He 
is trying to organize support to bring the 
injustice of his case to the Nation’s attention 
and due to the fact that he is in the process of 
taking his case into Federal Courts after 17 
1/2 years. He needs the aid, assistance and 
support of fighters for democratic rights 
around the World to demand justice for him. 

Support and contributions can be sent to volun¬ 
teer attorney: 

John Pinnow,Green wood Professional Park 
622 North Madison, Greenwood, IN 46142 
317-881-1659 

Letters of support can be sent directly to: 
Lorenzo L. Stone-Bey #10006 
Indiana State Prison, P.O. Box 41 
Michigan City, IN 46360 


ABC GROUPS 

Contact any local ABC for more info or assistance 
ABC Aalborg c/o Per K. Hanson, Falstergade 
15—2, 9000 Aalborg, Denmark 
ABC Aberdeen, PO Box 248, Aberdeen, Scotland 

ABC Athens 

8 Aristidiou St., 10559 Athens, Greece 

ABC Baltimore 

PO Box 4309, Baltimore, MD 21223 

ABC Belfast 

PO Box 148, Belfast BT1, Northern Ireland 
ABC Berlin c/o A-Laden 
Rathenowstr. 212, 10965 Berlin, Germany 
ABC Birmingham, c/o PO Box 3241 
Saltley, Birmingham B8 3DP, UK 
ABC Bradford c/ol in 12 Club 
31 Manor Row, Bradford BD1, UK 
ABC Brooklyn c/o NY-AYF 
PO Box 365 Canal St. Stn., NYC, NY 10013 
ABC c/o A-infos/OSL 
Postfach 8616, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland 
ABC Chicago c/o WCF 
PO Box 81961, Chicago, IL 60681 
ABC Denmark c/o Peter Bach 
Strandvejen 93, 4200 Siagelse, Denmark 
ABC Derry c/o Organise 
PO Box 5, Derry BT48 6PD, Northern Ireland 
ABC Devon c/o SWAN 

PO Box 4, Bucksfastleigh, Devon, TQ11 0YZ , UK 
ABC East Tennessee 
PO Box 281, Chattanooga, TN 37404 
ABC Edinburgh c/o Counter Info 
Pigeonholed, 11 Forth St., Edinburgh EH1, UK 
ABC Essex 

c/o Box A , 12 Mill Rd., Cambridge, UK 
ABC Finland c/o SAL-AIT 
PO Box 7, 00801 Helsinki, Finland 

ABC Glasgow 

PO Box 1094, Glasgow G14 0NS, Scotland 
ABC Huddersfield (same as Bradford ABC) 
ABC Kiel c/o Infoladen 
Hansastr. 48, 24118 Kiel, Germany 

ABC Kingston 

472 Albert St., Kingston, Ont. K7L 3W3, Canada 

ABC Leeds 

Box JAG, 52 Call Lane, Leeds LSI 6DT, UK 

121 Railton Rd., London SE24 0LR, UK 

ABC Manchester 

Box 8, 1 Newton St., Manchester Ml 1HW, UK 

ABC Melbourne 

PO box 145, Moreland 3058, Melbourne, Australia 
ABC Midlands, c/o 70 High St.Leicester, UK 

ABC Minneapolis 

PO Box 7075, Minneapolis, MN 55407 

ABC New Jersey 

PO Box 8532, Paterson, NJ 07508-8532 

ABC Newcastle 

PO Box 1QF, Newcastle, NE99 1QF, UK 
ABC Nightcrawlers (NEW ADDRESS) 

PO Box 1034, Mott Haven Sta., Bronx, NY 10454 

ABC Oxford 

Box A, 111 Magdalen Rd., Oxford, UK 
ABC Paris c/o Publico 
145 Rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France 
ABC Philadelphia c/o A Space 
4722 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19143 
ABC Portland 

1951 W. Burnside Box 1928, Portland, OR 97209 

ABC Preston 

PO Box 172, Preston, Lancashire, UK 

ABC Ratspike 

PO Box 8054, Victoria, BC V8W 3R7, Canada 
ABC San Lorenzo 
PO Box 215, San Lorenzo, CA 94580 
ABC Sheffield Black Star 
PO Box 446, Sheffield SI 1 NY, UK 
ABC South Wales 
PO Box 368 Cardiff CF2 ISO, UK 
ABC Vancouver 

PO Box 2881, Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4, Canada 
ABC Victoria, A-5 1720 Douglas St. 
Victoria, BC V8W 2G7, Canada 

ABC Washington 

1725 Irving St. NW, Washington, DC 20010 

Black Flag 

BM Hurricane, London WC1N 3XX, UK 
l-AFD/IFA c/o Eine-Welt-Laden, 

Westwall 62, 47798 Krefeld, Germany 
Inside Information c/o Pigeonhole Cl, 

11 - 4th St., Edinburgh EH1, Scotland 
Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin 
2014 Citico Ave.Chattanooga, TN 37404 
APC Love and Rage - Rachel 
PO Box 853, Peter Stuyvesant Stn., NYC, NY 10009 
If your address isn’t in here, and you are an active 
ABC group, either your post office is returning our 
mailings to you or we have yet to here from you 
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RESOURCES 


Plain Words put out by anarchists in 
Paterson, New Jersey, see review on 
page 26. Non-prisoner subs $5.00 
P.O. Box 8532 / Haledon, NJ 07508-8532 
Human Rights Held Hostage put out 
by the Committee For Freedom is strug¬ 
gling at the moment and needs sup¬ 
port to keep this great prisoner jour¬ 
nal going. Subs are $5 to prisoners 
(unless indigent) but money is desper¬ 
ately needed to fill these requests. Non¬ 
prisoner subs are $10 for individual, 
$12 organizational. P.O. Box 14075/Chi¬ 
cago, IL 60614-0075 
Prison Legal News is a monthly news¬ 
letter published by Washington state 
prisoner Paul Wright. PLN reports on 
court decisions to help prisoners vin¬ 
dicate their human rights, both inside 
and outside of the government’s judi¬ 
cial system. The paper is aimed at the 
more politically advanced social pris¬ 
oners and their friends and loved ones 
on the outside. The goal is to assist 
prisoners and their supporters in or¬ 
ganizing themselves to have a voice, 
and be a progressive force in develop¬ 
ing a public policy debate around the 
issue of crime and punishment. An an¬ 
nual subscription is $12 a year for those 



PRISONER RAPE 

SPR is an organization combatting 


with an income, but any donation ( 
money or stamps) will be sufficient 
for those without money. PLN/ P.O. 
Box 1684 / Lake Worth, FL 33460 
The Bibliography of Selected Prison 
Cases ; over 250 cases listed with Ap¬ 
pendix includinglists of resources for 
prisoners about law libraries, book 
programs, legal materials, organiza¬ 
tions and women prisoners. $10; 
Prison Information Service Inc. / P.O. 
Box 616 / Sioux Falls, SD 57101 
Journal of Anarchy and Black Revo¬ 
lution is a new zine put out by Lorenzo 
Kom’boa Ervin. Subs are $10. 

2014 Citico Ave., Chattanooga, TN 37404 
Books To Prisoners programs: 
Books 2 Prisoners/315 Cambie St. 
Vancouver, BC V6B 2N4/Canada 
Books 2 Prisoners c/o Left Bank 
Box A, 92 Pike St./Seattle, WA 98101 
Prison Book Project c/o Bound To¬ 
gether/1369 Haight St./San Francisco, 
CA 94117 

Prison Book Program c/o Red Book/ 
92 Green St./Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
Books Thru Bars c/o New Society/4527 
Springfield Ave./Philadelphia, PA 19143 
Prison Library Project/976 W. Foot¬ 
hill Blvd. #128/Claremont, CA 91711 


TRANSPLANT 

DENIED 

Mackey, a prisoner at the Hill Correctional 
Center, is in desperate need of a heart transplant. 
The prison knows of his situation and so far he’s 
only gotten a lot of promise. 

Mackey writes “I’m a young man and I don’t 
want to die at an early age...It seems that the 
people here don’t want the same things that I do. 
When the doctor comes to make his morning 
rounds I’m forever asking him what’s going to 
happen to me that will make my condition any 
better. There’s not much said by him, just a lot of 
technical big talk which I don’t understand.” 

The diet that Mackey is supposed to be getting 
is never consistent with what he is supposed to be 
on. He would like to have people support in any 
matter they can. You can send letters to Mackey 
and to the Warden letting them know that you are 
monitoring the situation and that they will be 
accountable as murderers if Mackey dies from lack of 
medical care. 

Warden - Hill Correctional Center, 600 

Lin wood Road P.O. Box 1700, Galesburg, IL 61401 
Mackey N90841, Hill Correctional Center, 600 
Lin wood RoadP.O. Box 1700, Galesburg, IL 61401 


HAROLD H. THOMPSON 


Harold Thompson is an anti-au¬ 
thoritarian, anti-imperialist political pris¬ 
oner currently serving a life sentence in 
Tennessee. 

He was arrested in Chattanooga, 
TN in 1979 for allegedly shooting to death a 
police informant/convicted killer who had 
murdered the mother of Harold’s son, and 
then threatened his son while out on an 
appeal bond. Harold was also charged with 
expropriating money for political activities 
from a jewelry store. For these incidents, he 
was given life plus fifty years. 

Later, Harold was slapped with an addi¬ 
tional 21-75 years for a second shooting inci¬ 
dent which occurred in Cleveland, Ohio. 

In November of1986, Harold started 
a 5 year and 4 month stint in maximum 
security/solitary confinement after a failed 
armed escape attempt while in an East Ten¬ 
nessee jail. He was taken before a jury and 
this time charged with attempted murder of 
three guards, kidnap of a hostage guard, 
possession of explosives and a dangerous 
weapon, and attempted escape. The judge 
sentenced him to 32 additional years. As he 
writes, “The bastards might have my body, 
but they will never break my spirit!” 

The Brooklyn chapter of the Anar¬ 
chist Black Cross is currently organizing an 
on-going assistance campaign for Harold. 
We are sending him regular material aid in 
the forms of a cash stipend, books of stamps, 
audio tapes, movement literature and other 
items he requests. To keep this up, we need 
help in the form of financial donations marked 
for his material aid campaign, which we will 
use to purchase the above items. 

We also ask that people add Harold 
to their group or publications mailing list, so 
that he can be kept updated on developments 
within the Anarchist movement. And Harold 
states that all personal letters “will be appre¬ 
ciated and perhaps keep loneliness from suf¬ 
focating me as I carry on the good fight.” 
Contact him at: 

Harold H. Thompson #93992/L.C.R.C.F., 
Guild #3/Route 1, Box 330 /Tiptonville, TN 
38079-9775 

For more info or to get involved in Harold’s 

su pport campaig n: 

Brooklyn ABC c/o NY-AYF/PO Box 365 Ca- 
nal St. Sta./NY, NY 10013-0365 _ 


FATHER PAT 


New Jersey ABC is doing support work for 
Father Pat Maloney who was framed in an 
alleged IRA heist, who is currently under 
house arrest in NY. For more info write NJ 
ABC 


rape of prisoners and providing assistance to 
survivors ofjailhouse rape. The main figures 
in the group are both survivors of jail gang- 
rapes which followed arrests for protesting 
the war in Indochina. Thus they maintain a 
prisoner’s perspective rather than an aca¬ 
demic or administrative one. 

As rape is frequently used world¬ 
wide by administrations against political 
prisoners in an attempt to undermine their 
leadership potential, SPR has a particular 
interest in the political prisoner. SPR is 
well aware of the way in which rape 
keeps prisoners divided into hostile 
factions (often racially based) and si¬ 
lences articulate prisoners who are 
often its victims, thus furthering the 
interests of the keepers, who often 
encourage it. The threat of rape 
has also been used to recruit 
informers. 

SPR has taken the po¬ 
sition that rape is menticide, 
the killing of the mind and 
spirit. The consequences of rape trauma 
syndrome are horrendous. Further¬ 
more, with most keepers refusing to 
allow condoms in their institutions, survi¬ 
vors who pair off with a protector in order to 
avoid continuous gang rape are put at con¬ 
tinuous risk of infection with HIV. SPR con¬ 
siders this to be murder by government policy. 

Ultimately, the issue of prison rape 
can only be solved by abolishing prisons, so 
SPR is abolitionist. Meanwhile, SPR does 
what it can to educate prisoners, the public, 
and incarceration professionals, and to reach 
out to survivors both in and outside the 
walls. One of the most effective programs is 
to work with lawyers filing damage and 
rights suits against the keepers. SPR also 
provides free literature and audio tapes to 
prisoners. 

Stop Prisoner Rape (SPR) 

P.O . Box 2713 New York , NY 10027 


PUNISHED FOR 
OVERCROWDING 

A new program initiated by the Minnesota 
D.O.C. is coming under fire from angry pris¬ 
oners and supporters. The program is called 
Housed Other Facilities (HOF). HOF is an 
attempt by the Minnesota D.O.C. to put 
more blame and more hardships on prison¬ 
ers due to overcrowding. The program, in an 
attempt to alleviate State prison overcrowd¬ 
ing, gives prisoners an ultimatum: be trans¬ 
ferred to a small county jail or resist place¬ 
ment and serve a thirty day punitive 
segregatation sentence. 

To some the county jail may not seem 
like such a bad idea, but for most folks 
they’re a lot worse than the State 
dungeons. Racist injustices and acts 
of brutality are commonplace and 
much easier to cover-upin the smaller 
jails. Smalltown Minnesota isn’t a 
safe place inside the walls. 

Not only did HOF serve the 
30 day segregation sentences 
to many prisoners, but it 
slashed the plans for many 
prisoners who were ready to 
go on to community supervi¬ 
sion programs like work release or 
I.C.S. So, because of HOF (a program 
to reduce overcrowding), prisoners are 
serving more actual in-time increasing 
the prison population. HOF is a farce. 

After a long-struggle to get his case heard, 
one prisoner at MCF-Stillwater has found a 
judge that will allow his case against HOF to 
be heard. The law firm representing him 
decided against going ahead with the long- 
awaited class-action by the many prisoners 
affected by HOF. 

Minneapolis ABC wants to help by getting 
as many prisoners affected by HOF on the 
tip about the suit. If you are or were given a 
segregation sentence for refusing to move 
from a State prison to a county please get in 
touch with us. We need to put as much 
pressure on the court to demand the discon¬ 
tinuity of the HOF program. We need to let 
the Minnesota D.O.C. know that prisoners 
are not the problem with overcrowding - the 
dogs who put them there are. 


ANA LUCIA ON 
HUNGERSTRIKE 

On May 
12,1994Ana Lucia 
Gelabert Began 
her hunger strike 
in protest against 
abuses at one of 
Amerikkka's 
death camps, the 
TDCJ-ID Hobby 
Unit in Marlin, 

Texas. 

Ana is re¬ 
questing an inter¬ 
nal investigation 
of a sexual assault 
on herself by 
guards at the Hobby Unit, in an incident in 
which she was physically sexually assaulted 
by one guard and then later taken to the 
infirmary only to have the nurses on duty 
order her to undress for another guards per¬ 
sonal photo session. Ana "flatly refused" to 
undress even after further coercion from 
nurses. The nurses entered "refused treat¬ 
ment" in the infirmary logbook. [I'm certain 
they neglected to record what medical treat¬ 
ment involves a male guard with a camera.] 
Ana's request to speak with both an internal 
affairs officer and her counselor were denied 
on the day of the assault. 

Ana has also discovered falsifica¬ 
tions & deletions (surprise, surprise) in her 
medical records. One was a deletion so that 
the fascist state of Tekkksas could move her 
to the smaller Hobby Unit despite specifica¬ 
tions in her records about disciplinary ac¬ 
tions being taken only after consultation with 
a psychiatric unit. The other falsification was 
pertaining to work restrictions. The Hobby 
Unit has no pyschiatric unit and the most 
recent disciplinary action Ana received (for 
allegedly refusing to work) was her 16th or 
17th since she's been at the Hobby Unit. 
Disciplinaries which Ana maintains are to¬ 
tally false accusations. 

Ana will remain on hunger strike 
until each and every one of the disciplinaries 
she has been given at the Hobby Unit are 
thrown out & federal court hearing held on 
the assault on her. - Bronwyn 
Ana Lucia (Jelabert 
#384484, Rt.2 Box 600 
Marlin, TX 76661-9772 



CONFERENCE 


ABC CONFERENCE DATE 
HAS CHANGED. IT WILL NOW 
BE HELD ON AUGUST 12-14 
write to Nightcrawlers, NJ 
ABC, or Love and Rage ABC 
for more info. 
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ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


By Raymond Luc Levasseur 

When I was transferred to the U.S. 
penitentiary in Marion, Illinois in Decem¬ 
ber, 1989, Panama was being invaded by 
U.S. forces. Amidst the wholesale destruc¬ 
tion, mass graves, and lies by U.S. politi¬ 
cians and military leaders was an awesome 
display of American firepower designed to 
impose its will on yet another Central Ameri¬ 
can nation. Weapons systems from land , 
sea, and air were utilized, along with the 
basic Ml 6 to kill whoever stood in the line of 
fire. Whether technologically advanced or 
as simple as a grenade, this war materiel is 
made in the U.S.A. — some of it by federal 
prisoners. 

The Federal Prison Industries, Inc. 
(UNICOR) is one of the manufacturers that 
supplies military equipment to the bloated 
U.S. war machine. UNICOR has served this 
function since 1934 under contract to the 
War Department, now known euphemisti¬ 
cally as the Department of Defense. The 
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BoP) boasts that 
the slave labor of prisoners, under hazard¬ 
ous conditions, and at an entry level wage of 
23 cents an hour has made and continues to 
make significant contributions towards sup¬ 
plying the military’s needs. It also boasts of 
using UNICOR to control prisoners within 
its vastly overcrowded system. 

UNICOR’s military production ranges 
from TOW and other missile cables, muni¬ 
tions components, communications equip¬ 
ment, bomb parts, engine overhauls, uni¬ 
form sewing, etc. In its brochures, the BoP 
proudly displays photographs of prisoners 
working hard producing this materiel. As a 
Viet Nam veteran, I was particularly struck 
by a photo of Federal prisoners producing 
equipment destined for Viet Nam. Unlike 
most prisoners, I got to see with my own 
eyes the lethal effect of the end product. 

It is the priority of UNICOR to provide 
for the military’s needs, whether it was 
during the Korean War when 80% of 
UNICOR sales went to the military, of the 
Gulf War when prisoners were pressed into 
overtime. In fact, the military has its own 
representative on UNICOR’s Board of Di¬ 
rectors to advise on how to better harness 
prison labor for military purposes. 

Being contracted to the War Depart¬ 
ment means supplying more than just U.S. 
forces. It means that this military equip¬ 
ment is rerouted by the U.S. to its client 
states—ff om Israel to Indonesia—and into 
the hands of the world’s most degenerate 
and bloodthirsty regimes. In cases like El 
Salvador, the supplies were used to kill 
their own people. 

USP-Marion is a control unit prison 
where abuse of prisoners is well documented 
by Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch, Congressional Committee hearings, 
and other sources. In the never-ending 
lockdown there is little to engage the intel¬ 
lect, an abysmal lack of stimulation and 
recreation, and no work with which to labor. 
With one exception. The prison administra¬ 
tion has designed a scheme whereby prison¬ 
ers deemed suitable must enter a period of 
involuntary servitude in the “pre-transfer” 
unit before approval is granted for transfer 
to a less brutal prison. It is a scheme the 
administration exploits to the hilt because 
they understand that Marion prisoners are 
desperate to leave its punishment cells, iso¬ 


lation and tomb-like conditions. 

While all federal prisoners are required 
to work, they are not required to work 
UNICOR, though 26% do so. Most prisoners 
opt to work in other areas such as food 
service or maintenance, or pursue the very 
limited educational or vocational programs 
available. USP-Marion is the single excep¬ 
tion in the Federal prison system because it 
mandates that prisoners work UNICOR as a 
condition of transfer. The only work at 
Marion’s UNICOR is military production. 

Marion's operation is an extension of a 
larger operation at the federal prison in 
Lexington, Kentucky, so its production and 
profit figures are not individually computed. 
In a typical year, Lexington fills 800-1200 
orders for the military, totalling $12 million. 

The Bureau of Prisons has parried Free¬ 
dom of Information Act requests to disclose 
detailed information about war production 
at Marion. However, this much is known: 
UNICOR Marion produces electronics com¬ 
munication cables which it sells to the War 
Department. These 
cables are used in vari¬ 
ous ground vehicles, 
such as tanks and Ar¬ 
mored Personnel Carri¬ 
ers, and production line 
supervisors 


attacks on the country’s infrastructure. Be¬ 
sides pilots and gunners who never see their 
victims, what’s used to coordinate and propel 
mass destruction are the essential compo¬ 
nents of war, right down to the vital electron¬ 
ics and communication cables. War where 
the primary victims are civilian. 

Military equipment is not produced in a 
vacuum. Those prisoners who produced 
materiel during the Viet Nam war certainly 
knew there was a war raging. U.S. military 
conquests, past and present, are well-docu¬ 
mented. Perhaps less well known, though 
equally significant and well-documented, is 
the Government’s diversion of weapons and 
military equipment to serial killers disguised 
as heads of state. UNICOR’s military pro¬ 
duction is part of an extensive pipeline that 
feeds the world’s largest weapon exporter. 

The U.S. has made much of China’s use 
of prison labor for textile and other exports to 
the U.S. market. This is said to be a human 
rights abuse (i.e., that it cuts into the profits 
of U.S. corporations). The latest controversy 
revolved around Christmas tree ornaments 
manufactured by Chinese prisoners and ex¬ 
ported to the U.S. To my knowledge, no one 
has ever been killed by an attack from a 
Christmas tree ornament, yet tons of mili¬ 
tary equipment for which U.S. prisoners 
have provided essential components are ex¬ 
ported to bomb, blast, and terrorize their 



bragged that the cables are used in helicop¬ 
ters. During the Gulf War, the prisoners 
working UNICOR Marion were compelled to 
do overtime production. Whatever its finite 
specifics, the military application of the elec¬ 
tronics cables is essential to many weapons 
systems and platforms. 

In modern warfare, the term “military 
hardware” encompasses advanced weapons 
systems in which electronics often provide a 
more destructive function than the soldiers’ 
rifles. During the U.S. war on Iraq, for ex¬ 
ample, bombardment by electronically-en¬ 
hanced munitions on water treatment plants 
spreads a bacteriological assault on all those 
people whose lives depend on that water. 
According to the New England Journal of 
Medicine, 46,900 Iraqi children died in the 
first seven months of 1991 as a result of U.S. 



ultimate recipients. 

For me, being a revolutionary is the best 
way to live. Capture and imprisonment in¬ 
volve adjustments, but have not made me 
repentant for a lifetime of anti-imperialism 
and struggle for justice. I was sent to Marion 
because of my political beliefs and associa¬ 
tions and will likely remain here unless I 
repudiate them, which I will not do. For me 
to engage in the production of military equip¬ 
ment as a condition for transfer would be a 
repudiation of my political beliefs and prin¬ 
ciples. I will not do it. 

Refusing to be an accomplice to U.S. 
militarism is an act rooted deep in conscience 
and solidarity with those fighting U.S. impe¬ 
rialism and trying to survive its onslaught. It 
is largely a symbolic act, yet necessary in 
confronting the collaborative nature of the 


system. 

During the 
recent at¬ 
tack against 
Lebanon by 
U. S.-sup¬ 
plied Israeli 
forces, every 
newspaper, 
magazine, 
and news¬ 
reel image of 
the subse¬ 
quent atrocities—hundreds killed and 
wounded; hundreds of thousands made refu¬ 
gees—shows a steady movement of U.S.- 
manufactured weapons and equipment. 

For the political prisoner, putting prin¬ 
ciples into practice may be largely symbolic, 
but demonstrating who we are and what we 
stand for is better than accommodating the 
government’s agenda. It’s important to re¬ 
member that however small the resistance, 
someone always steps forward. The magni¬ 
tude of crimes perpetuated by the U.S. must 
be opposed, and this cannot be done without 
risk and sacrifice. The lack of an organized 
and wider resistance, though lamented, does 
not negate individual and small group ac¬ 
tion. History is replete with their examples 
and their corpses: from the White Rose activ¬ 
ists who opposed fascism to the first and few 
guerrillas of the Sandinista Front for Na¬ 
tional Liberation; from John Brown to the 
Industrial Workers of the World who were 
sent to prison in droves; to Malcolm X and 
the indomitable George Jackson. For each of 
them there are the countless unnamed. The 
only reward short of victory is the suste¬ 
nance obtained from the spirit of resistance. 

It is not a decision made without conse¬ 
quences. The government’s and the BoP’s 
iron fist gives no quarter to revolutionaries, 
rebels and dissenters. It’s part of Marion’s 
mission to destroy an individual’s identity 
and community ties. One warden stated that 
“the purpose of Marion is to control revolu¬ 
tionary attitudes in the prison system and 
society at large.” Rather overstated from a 
bureaucratic windbag, but the fact remains 
that Marion is repression personified in a 
social experiment. Any outward indication 
that a prisoner does not conform to Marion’s 
dictates and he is condemned to incessant 
isolation. For the transgressor there will be 
no relief—no step closer to personal freedom, 
no embrace of family and loved ones, no 
access to expanded work, education, or rec¬ 
reational opportunities, no shot at parole. 
Added to the burden is the public’s indiffer¬ 
ence and the response of the liberal left, who 
view prisoners with contempt and political 
prisoners with hostility. 

Yet, through all the years and for all its 
evil ways, Marion has not destroyed me. All 
that can destroy me are guards, medical 
neglect, or a prisoner who doesn’t have his 
head screwed on right. There’s an axiom 
here which declares that all who enter these 
walls will eat much shit before leaving. It’s 
inherent in Marion’s mission. But eating 
shit is qualitatively different than producing 
war materiel that’s used to put someone else 
in their grave. Someone else who also expe¬ 
riences a steady diet of oppression. Someone 
who does me no harm. 

It's been 26 years since I moved as a 

continued on page 23 
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HOMELESS CAMPSITES 


All homeless campsites are 
considered illegal; the poverty of 
the poorest made a crime because 
of living arrangements made nec¬ 
essary by not enough low income 
rental units. Most of the camp¬ 
sites, whether inhabited by an in¬ 
dividual or a group of two or more, 
are inhabited by labor temporar¬ 
ies, industrial migrants, or under¬ 
employed and underpaid workers 
following seasonal employment 
such as construction labor, land¬ 
scaping, and generally all the in¬ 
dustries that depend upon the 
weather being moderate. 

Homeless migration for these 
jobs has been demeaned even more 
by defining us as bums and tramps, 
people who exploit the “charity” of 
communities by grabbing all the 
“freebies” a community will allow us: 
welfare, food stamps, food shelves, 
soup lines, and leaving when weVe 
worn out our welcome. More often 
than not, we leave because of harass¬ 
ment from the police, railway secu¬ 
rity, insensitive homedwellers dam- 
stealing. jfj$m ,pi 
and the scarcity of'employment 
We also recognize that our camp¬ 
sites represent the effect of unequal 
economic conditions. Harassment in 
any form is another form of injustice 
we as homeless people suffer. Leave 
our “homes” alone; build more homes 


for us. 

The state of Minnesota could use 
quite a large portion of their $623 mil¬ 
lion budget surplus to help its construc¬ 
tion industry, economy, and homeless 
populations. It commits a crime again st 
its lower classes to entertain the idea of 
property tax relief; this is a refund to 
those who need it the least 

While Congress debates how much 
bribery is acceptable from people with a 
stake in issues, the Disenfranchised 
News. Network believes democracy 
should not be sold on the lobbyists’ credit 
ledger. 

Disenfranchised Migration 

To be disenfranchised is to be kept 
moving. 

As unemployment rises, wages low¬ 
er, and increased tax incentives go to the 
rich, local governments fund the disen¬ 
franchised less and less. 

All too often we as disenfranchised 
people have welfare benefits run out on 
us before jobs can be found. This is 
especially true in larger cities with high 
unemployment like Detroit, Chicago or 
causing a forced migration 
to other cities. Other cities do not wel¬ 
come us. We are slandered as welfare 
cheaters, too lazy to work, unwilling to 
work, tramps and bums. 

We are forced into welfare work pro¬ 
grams that pay us less than the workers 
we replace were paid, but we are hired 


only as part-time workers. Our sub¬ 
standard incomes prevent us from find¬ 
ing regular jobs. 

Many of us that are older disenfran¬ 
chised people have “migrated” many 
times, finding less employment oppor¬ 
tunities, receiving lower and lower 
wages, and working jobs with worse 
safety standards and more demanding 
quotas. 

This migration ends in manic de¬ 
pression, alcohol addiction, substance 
abuse, untreated esteem problems for 
many of us, and the inability to work, 
physically or mentally. It ends in bitter¬ 
ness, anger, confusion, apathy, andneeds 
we would not wish anyone to have: a 
memory full of insults, harassment, ex¬ 
ploitation and unequal treatment. 

While we as disenfranchised people 
* are exploited, we are treated as looters 
of the public till, idle leeches, and nui¬ 
sances to ourselves and communities we 
live in. 

We, the disenfranchised, know the 
difference between exploiter and ex¬ 
ploited, the truth about ourselves and 
the lies told about us, who is idle and 
oversubsidized and who works hard and 
# cheated of fair wages. 

—from Disenfranchised News Net¬ 
work vol. 1 #5. Special thanks to Mike. 
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STEALWORKS 

THE GRAPHIC DETAILS OF JOHN YATES 


STEALWORKS is a loose collection of 
work created to date by self-described 
"visual media mechanic, image manipula¬ 
tor and graphic surgeon” John Yates. 

His work, a mixture of bold visuals, 
minimalistto-the-pointsocial commentary, 
and disturbing realism, involves the ma¬ 
nipulation and reinterpretation of a cul- 
ture-out-of-control’s media imagery. 

For the last 5 years he has acted as 
self-editor and publisher of the magazine 
Punchline , an ongoing series of 
sociopolitical graphic publications. The core 
of this book comprises the visual assaults 
he has created for Punchline . 

His work has appeared in several 
other self-produced printed projects, vari¬ 
ous small press publications, on t-shirts, 
and numerous record covers and other 
music related materia!. The collection is 
culled from all of his previously published 
work, as well as selective new and unpub¬ 
lished material. 

John Yates is a graphic artist and 
the visual mechanic for the independent 
record label Alternative Tentacles Records . 
He is currently working... 

“John could make millions design¬ 
ing commercial magazine ads but instead 
aims his skills at unmasking and destroy¬ 
ing those very mechanisms used to keep 
society obedient and asleep.” 

- Jello Biafra, from his introduction 



STEALWORKS is available direct from AK 
Press for $ 11.95 postpaid within the United 
States. 

Published June, 1994: 

ISBN: 1 873176 51 1 
Price: $11.95 
Size: 8.5 x 11 
Pages: 136 

This and other titles are available from: 

AK Press, 

P.O. Box 40682, 

San Francisco, 

CA 94140-0682, U.S.A. 


Send $1.00 for a complete 
AK Press mail order catalog. 
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As the anger began to subside (folks 
realized that if we tried to fight the cops, 
someone else would probably get shot), we 
waited for the media to show up so witnesses 
could tell what they saw. Two women in 
particular had seen the whole thing perfectly 
and were yelling how they wanted to tell the 
story to the news. Finally, a white guy with 
a news camera showed up a good twenty 
minutes after the body had been whisked 
away and everyone rushed over to him. We 
demanded he start filming so the women 
could tell their stories but he refused, saying 
he had to wait for the reporter to show up. 
Finally, after we harassed him enough (he 
was almost as scared as the cops), he agreed 
to film everyone looking angry (which was no 
pose). Some people got to tell their story. I 
don’t know if it ever made it on TV. 

G ole’s murder is a perfect example 
of why people of color don’t trust 
whites. On the one hand, you 
have two institutions that many 
people of color rightly associate with the 
white establishment: the cops and the me¬ 
dia. Everyone in the crowd knew what the 
role of the police is in their neighborhood. 
Even if they didn’t, the cops’ scared white 
suburban faces revealed them for what they 
truly are: an occupation force in the inner 
cities whose job is to harass, intimidate, and 
stomp out any potentially rebellious behav¬ 
ior, especially from people of color. For their 
part, the media made it painfully obvious 
that they were not interested in hearing 
what poor Blacks and Chicanos had to say 
about the incident. After all, filming angry 
poor folks doesn’t help ratings in the white 
suburbs (although filming inner city “crimi¬ 
nals” does). 

Because it was obvious that the cops and 
the media serve and protect the interests of 
whiteness and privilege, people hurled abuse 
at the cops not just for being cops, but also for 
being white. People were saying things like 
Fuck white folks, We hate white people, etc. 
Some may say this is “reverse racism” or 
prejudiced behavior, but I disagree. For one 
thing, the whole crowd was standing up for a 
white man murdered senselessly by para¬ 
noid pigs. Further, there was absolutely no 
hostility shown to any of the whites in the 
crowd, including me. Outbursts of anti¬ 
white feelings were aimed at the cops and the 
media, not white folks in particular. This is 
because, I suddenly realized, most of the 
Black and Chicano folks in the crowd didn’t 
hate white people, they hated white institu¬ 
tions like the police and the press. 

As if to prove my revelation, one abso¬ 
lute jerk of a white guy showed up after 
everything was calming down. He didn’t see 
anything but a crowd of angry people, so he 
said with a nervous laugh, “I’m moving up to 
Franklin Avenue, it’s safer up there.” A 
young Black man quickly replied, to 
everyone’s roaring approval, “I’m moving to 
Chicago, it’s safer down there,” referring to 
the fact that if cops shot a man in the Black 


neighborhoods of Chicago, those pigs would 
be dead, too. They felt safer in the projects of 
Chicago, several of them said, than in white 
and nice Minneapolis. But, no one said 
anything threatening to this white guy, nor 
did they tell him to fuck off, which is defi¬ 
nitely what he deserved. 

As the evening wore on, people got more 
light-hearted and callous about the whole 
thing. Some were laugh¬ 
ing and saying things like, 

“Oh, a white guy got shot? 

Big deal!” Still, people did 
not attack whites but 
white institutions, and it 
was only if you filled one 
of the roles of whiteness— 
the cop, the press, the 
frightened—that they 
mocked and ridiculed you. 

The cameraman, for ex¬ 
ample, received special 
treatment. Half the crowd 
was trying to tell their 
story to his camera, but 
the other half was making 
fun of the guy and saying 
nasty things about the 
cops into the camera’s 
microphone, a game that 
both mocked the camera¬ 
man and ensured that at 
least part of what he 
filmed would be useless 
for TV. Even one of the 
women who told her story 
to the camera came up to me laughing after¬ 
wards, telling me she gave the reporters a 
fake name because she had a warrant out for 
her arrest! She wasn’t about to give her right 
name to the cameraman, and in the process 
she mocked the media, too: she told the story 
straight, but she didn’t tell them everything 
because like the cops, the media can’t be 
trusted. 


R acism was rampant on the comer 
of Grand and 31 st that night, but 
the crowd wasn’t perpetuating it; 
the cops, the media, and “white¬ 
ness” were. The respect that whites like 
myself received depended on the extent to 
which we did not act “white”—that is, like a 
cop, a slimy reporter, or a scared moron. 
Cole, with his back on the grass, did not act 
white that night. He was in a primarily 
Black and Chicano neighborhood, he stood 
up to the cops, and he died for it. To be on the 
barrel end of a police revolver is to NOT be 
white in America. Therefore, people stood up 
for him. At least for those brief few moments 
when he stood against those white cops with 
big guns, Cole was not playing white. He had 
temporarily quit the “club” of white su¬ 
premacy, exchanging his membership card 
for two kitchen knives and a last stand. 

To be the shooter, to be the cop, to be the 
reporter, to be the fancy car with the win¬ 
dows rolled up and the doors locked as you 
speed by the crowd, THAT is to be white. To 


be the shot is to be not white—at least for 
that moment—no matter what your skin 
color. 

As the evening wore on, Cole (by now 
pronounced dead at the hospital) became 
white again, thus the jokes. However, there 
was still no hostility toward whites in the 
crowd. One white guy who saw the event 
took his turn to tell the reporters what the 
cops had done. No one shouted him down or 
called him names. We whites in the crowd 
were outraged at the cops with everyone 
else, and although we were not Black or 
Chicano we were, for a moment, not really 
white, either. 

Of course, abandoning one’s white privi¬ 
lege to join the rest of humanity is usually a 
fleeting, temporary thing: as I left the scene 
and pedaled home, to the Black youth stand¬ 
ing on the comer by my house I was again 


Very white, not just because of my skin color 
but also because if the cops drove up, they 
would hassle him and not me. This distrust 
of whites is only natural: anti-white senti¬ 
ment is not so much prejudice or “reverse 
racism” as it is a justified historical distrust 
of whites. Even when whites abandon white 
privilege it is always temporary or, as in the 
case of Cole, fatal. Throughout almost every 
moment in history we whites always eventu¬ 
ally grab our white privilege back. As the 
Black guy on the bus told me a few weeks 
earlier, “I bet you’re just like all white people, 
nice to me now, but you’ll soon turn around 
and stab me in the back.” The problem, of 
course, is not attitudes like that, because 
whites have given people of color in America 
no reason to feel any differently. The prob¬ 
lem is whiteness and white privilege, and the 
task is to destroy it. 

Because of this sad history of whiteness, 
there was respect but not much trust or 
solidarity between the few whites and the 
Blacks and Chicanos in the crowd, (although 
telling a stranger you have a warrant out for 
your arrest is pretty trusting!). Neverthe¬ 
less, it was a significant event: at that 
moment whites’ loyalty to the “club” of white 
privilege was threatened. It earned us the 
cops’ hatred, but it earned us some respect 
from the crowd, too. I’ll take the crowd—and 
the troubled but rebellious stand of Steven 
Cole—over the cops any day. 
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pressure the Hennepin County Attorney 
to drop the case. When prosecutors se¬ 
cured a continuance until June 20 of 
Kieran’s trial, AFDC members began to 
outline their next tasks. Some questions 
remain unanswered. 

*The group will turn up its heat on 
Freeman, even while knowing that he 
and his office have dug in their heels and 
will not be moved. Knutson and AFDC 
believe the obvious: Movements aren’t 
built in courtrooms. While AFDC’s tac¬ 
tics may inflame the prosecutors to work 
against Kieran all the harder, the group 
wants to help revitalize the Twin Cities 
anti-racist movement. 

* Anti-Racist Action has been dead 
in the Twin Cities for nearly two years. 
Anti-racist skinheads and others are be¬ 
ginning to pull together new groups. How 
can the campaign in support of Kieran 
help this move? 

*Because this case is about self-de¬ 
fense against an attack by a nazi with a 
weapon, activists have spoken little about 
broader strategies in fighting fascism. 
When the trial is finally over, Twin Cit¬ 
ies anti-racists will need to assess the 
limitations of AFDC’s campaign. 

*Are the members of AFDC and oth¬ 
ers prepared to do prisoner-support work 
for Kieran, without slacking off, for three, 
four, or five years? Second and third- 
degree felony assault carry a minimum 
sentence of 36 months. 

*If a guilty verdict emboldens local 
bonehea^Ls or other racists, are anti-rac¬ 
ists ready? The movement should be pre¬ 
paring not only for a summer campaign 
against the county attorney, Freeman, 
but also for defense against increased 
fascist activity. In April, a group of fif¬ 
teen high-school students,sporting swas¬ 
tika flags and bonehead music patches, 
picketed the State Capitol in Saint Paul, 
shouted down by a dozen anti-racists 
who seized the steps first. 

AFDC, whose members laugh at 
their name because some of them receive 
government assistance by those initials, 
shows a comradely relationship between 
anarchists and communists. Communists 
were the first to offer Kieran their bail 
fund. Acquaintanceship shave growninto 
lastingfriendships. Several informal pro¬ 
posals for joint study groups later this 
summer have been discussed over beer. 

The group is not a collective, as an¬ 
archists use the term. The chief point of 
unity is that Kieran should be defended, 
because defending yourself against a nazi 
is not a crime. 

While both the Equal Justice Com¬ 
mittee and AFDC began as defensive 
moves against state repression, both have 
initiative and spark. The lessons they 
draw this summer will be of continuing 
interest to activists in the Twin Cities 
and elsewhere. 














SUSPECT LEFT 


Being a part of the Left involves 
more than being a part of some type of 
Sunday social gathering where, once a week, 
you stand behind police lines hurtling your 
insults while police beat someone into the 
ground, then go about your business until 
next week. 

Being a Leftist involves being ac¬ 
tive and thus participating in the liberation 
of yourself and others from the oppressive 
paws of authoritarian regimes - hence, all 
forms of government - especially from an 
anarchist perspective. 

The Left of today seems to be no 
more than a sporadic drip of a faucet. As 
Political Prisoner Ray Luc Levasseur ex¬ 
plained: 

“The Left is fractured and divided with no 
alternative strategy or vision that can mobi¬ 
lize large numbers of people. Most groups fail 
to develop the kinds of programs on a commu¬ 
nity level that offer the sort of alternative and 
empowerment that people will be willing to 
work and sacrifice to participate in. People 
are not going to want to endure police surveil¬ 
lance, harassment and worse without some¬ 
thing positive and forward moving in return. 
In this context, the Left has not been able to 
deliver 

Ray's insight tends to reflect the 
frustration of many Political, Class War and 
Politically Conscious Prisoners who have 
been left to decay in the amerikan gulag. Our 
movement seems to have broke down on the 
road of liberation with everyone hitchhiking 
in different directions while the opposition 
uses this time to shoot NAVstar satellites up 
in the sky to debilitate our chances of resis¬ 
tance once the reactionary regime decides to 
really clamp down. In short, we are only 
oppressing ourselves out of existence due to 
opposition from within combined with the 
utter failure to show support to comrades 
who have fell to those grey tombs of captiv¬ 
ity. Most Leftists of today, such as the highly 
suspected Autonomous Anarchist Collective, 
have become part of the bourgeoisie; a pas¬ 
sive, compromising movement which shuns 
fallen comrades and views the struggle as if 
it is merely a reflection of some Walt Disney 
movie. Distraction via insignificant issues 
seem to be the norm while the real objective 
- that of liberation - is pushed in a corner to 
collect dust. We are divided 
thus conquered and will con¬ 
tinue to be until we can dis¬ 
continue our paths of contra¬ 
diction and denial, and build 
a united left and raise the 
consciousness of the people. 

Our attitudes must change. 

The first struggle is one 
waged within our own minds. 

The famous statement at the 
end of the Communist Mani¬ 
festo that the workers “have 
nothing to lose but their 
chains,” contains a profound 
psychological error. With 
their chains, as with the Left, 
they have also to lose all those 
irrational needs and satis¬ 
factions which were origi¬ 
nated while they were wear¬ 
ing the chains. In this re¬ 
spect, the Left will never 
transcend beyond a suspect 
political apparatus since the 
majority is caught up with 
fantasy ways of dealing with 
reality. 

The psychological 
effect of an underground 
movement, the real effect it 
can have, an increasingly 
pervasive underground press 


By 

Chryztof 
Knecht 

with new emphasis on a “mass style;” the 
popularization of the revolutionary culture 
and then the elevating of it; both under 
direction of an ultra-aggressive revolution¬ 
ary party - these three, with no element 
missing, connected to the realistic issues 
form the basis of our only hope. There will be 
no educating, consciousness, revolutionary 
culture and no forward movement without 
the three elements working with the har¬ 
mony of a healthy organism. 

The above represents some legit is¬ 
sues which need to be addressed, formulated 
and then implemented. Take up the chal¬ 
lenge and help transform our paper move¬ 
ment into a living force dedicated to the 
revolution and our subsequent liberation. 
Otherwise, step to the side and allow the real 
dragons to revolutionize the struggle. 
Chryztof Knecht / SOCF R142749 / POB 
45699 / Lucasville, OH 45699-0001 
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soldier among the Vietnamese people, with 
rifle in hand, desecrating their land and 
seeing the ill, the infirm, the wounded and 
dying of those I was assigned to enlighten— 
or light up—about the virtues of U.S. impe¬ 
rialism. After my discharge, I joined Viet 
Nam Veterans Against the War, a group of 
conscience-ridden and war-weary vets who 
rejuvenated a lethargic anti-war movement 
when the U.S. bombing of Viet Nam was at 
its extreme. Overlapping with Viet Nam was 
the war in America's streets, fought in places 
like Newark, Detroit, Pine Ridge, Attica, 
Humboldt Park, East L.A., Within this war 
were internecine battles provoked by police 
spies and provocateurs and the raped prolif¬ 
eration of snitches in a drug-saturated, me- 
first society. And beyond South East Asia, 
U.S. wars of intervention left its bloody foot¬ 
prints in Chile, Argentina, Nicaragua, El 
Salvador, Angola, South Africa, Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, to name but a few. As in Viet. 
Nam, the victims are mostly civilians. 

Always at war, as the world's policeman, 
this omnipotent and ubiquitous United States 
military is charge with enforcing capitalism's 
code of conduct. Troops were mobilized dur¬ 
ing the rebellion in Los Angeles. Troops were 
deployed in Somalia where they now stand 
accused of human rights violations by the 


humanitarian relief agencies and the So¬ 
mali people themselves. 

Viet Nam changed my view of liberation 
to mean a constant and protracted struggle 
against those forces thatimpose their will on 
others for power and profit. Freedom is the 
ultimate expression and condition of a people 
who control their own destiny. Once before, 
the government put me in uniform and used 
me for military purposes. Being young and 
naive was no excuse for my complicity. They'll 
not do it again. 

Ray Luc Levasseur #10376-016 

USP-Marion • P.O. Box 1000 

Marion, IL 62959 
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Bernardine Dohrn. I am making this tape to 
(acknowledge), repudiate and denounce the counter¬ 
revolutionary politics and direction of the Weather 
Underground. We Denied Black and Third World orga¬ 
nizations aid and support they requested and rejected 
offers of meetings and joint work “unless” they were 
completely on our terms . That is, our security and 
safety were placed above that of Third World and Black 
organizations. This was especially true of struggles 
under heavy attack by the state, under sever and 
murderous repression. I characterized these groups as 
left-sectarian, dangerous and threatening to us...By 
placing our protection and resources above the “revolu¬ 
tionary” principles of proletarian internationalism, we 
in fact operated to control Third World movements by 
making support and resources available only on our 
terms.Excerpted from False Nationalism-False In¬ 

ternationalism 

Editors* note: In response to Ojore*s question, 
Lorenzo Komboa Ervin sent the Agitator Index 
collective a copy of his “Ball of Confusion* before 
Ojore did. Lorenzo did not intend for us to publish 
it mThe Blast! We discussed the article at length as 
a collective, and have communicated directly with 
Lorenzo about it. 

Why We Belong to 
Love and Rage 

The Love and Rage Revolutionary Anarchist 
Federation has been criticized, often extremely 
harshly, by many active revolutionaries. As a 
member group of Love and Rage, we thought we 
should briefly explain why we continue to support 
and participate in Love and Rage activities de¬ 
spite all the criticism. 

We at The Blast! believe that the only way 
this world will ever be free is if there is a revolu¬ 
tion of the powerless against the powerful. For 
this revolution to occur, we need a broad-based, 
democratic, revolutionary political movement. 
This movement needs to struggle against all forms 
of oppression simultaneously, 


not just one or two (like class struggle, for ex¬ 
ample) andthen assume all other oppressions will 
automatically wither away after that struggle has 
been won. Further, this movement will not pop 
out of the sky magically. It has to be built by 
people like you and us, and we need to start 
building it now. 

For the time being, we feel that the revolu¬ 
tionary organization that most closely coincides 
with our beliefs about oppression, revolution, and 
freedom is Love and Rage. 

Ojore and others correctly point out that 
Love and Rage in the U.S. and Canada is a prima¬ 
rily-white organization (although over one-third 
of our membership comes from our affiliate Amor 
y Rabia organization in Mexico). Many members 
come from middle-class, relatively-privileged back¬ 
grounds. In this respect, Love and Rage is pretty 
similar to most of the primarily-white Left in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

However, we feel that Love and Rage’s poli¬ 
tics make it an organization with great potential. 
We feel that its analysis of imperialism, white 
supremacy, patriarchy (male domination and 
homophobia), and the state is strongly anti-au¬ 
thoritarian and revolutionary, and that Love and 
Rage is committed to fighting these forms of op¬ 
pression. Although it has many problems, we also 
feel that internally it is one of the most democratic 
organizations existing today. 

It is for these reasons that we disagree with 
characterizations of Love and Rage as “authori¬ 
tarian,” “neo-racist,” “elitist,” etc. It’s not that 
these tendencies don’t exist within the Federa¬ 
tion—they most certainly do, just like they do in 
the rest of this society. However, it is the commit¬ 
ment to acknowledging privilege (white-skinned, 
class, male, etc.) and to fighting it that makes 
Love and Rage an organization that is worth our 
support. 

Although we are a member group of Love and 
Rage, we are also critics of the organization. For 
these reasons, we are interested in publishing and 
participating in discussions around it. Our pur¬ 
pose in doing so is not to slag off Love and Rage 
endlessly, and we hope that’s not the purpose of 
our readers and contributors, either. Our purpose 
is to help create the most democratic, anti-au¬ 
thoritarian revolutionary movement possible in 
the U.S. and Canada. For now, we are convinced 
that Love and Rage will play some role in this 
process. And for that reason, we belong to it. 

If you would like more information on Love 
and Rage, you can write the Federation Office at 
PO Box 3606/Oakland, CA 94609-0606. If you’d 
like to see a copy of the Love and Rage newspaper, 
send $2 to PO Box 853 / Stuyvesant Sta. / NY, NY 
10009. 


i2 Beating Up Big Media 
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RACE 


TRAITOR 


Continued from pg. 15 

Abolition also brings up issues of identity. 
People of color , in struggling against op¬ 
pression , .<often turn toward their pre-colo¬ 
nial cultures and earlier examples of resis¬ 
tance to find an identity that can inspire 
them today. What can a so-called white 
person turn to after abandoning white¬ 
ness? Does sJhe seek inspiration in pre¬ 
white cultures such as Judaism, Celtic or 
Germanic tribes,in ethnic identities such 
as Irish, Italian-American, etc. ? In com¬ 
mitting treason against the white race, 
must we seek these “intermediate” identi¬ 
ties, abandon all identities in favor of a 
universal humanism , or something else? 

I don’t know. So far as I am concerned, 
there is nothing wrong with people seek¬ 
ing out the Celtic or Germanic tribes, or 
ethnicity, or anything else that can pro¬ 
vide them with a vital alternative to white¬ 
ness, although I have my doubts about 
how real these are or can be made to be for 
modern Americans, and the last time some¬ 
body built a mass movement around Ger¬ 
manic tribal myths it led to big trouble. We 
might do better to promote models of amal¬ 
gamation. The Seminole Indians, as I 
understand it, were composed of the rem¬ 
nants of several native groups who had 
earlier been dispersed, plus a number of 
runaway slaves, plus some deserters from 
the army. They came together and fought 
three wars against the U.S. government. 
They were never really defeated. The 
Seminole tribe might be a model that could 
inspire people. Time will tell. 

In being a race traitor, to whom do you 
announce your treason—fellow so-called 
whites? Is it ever appropriate to tell a 
person of color that you have abandoned 
your whiteness? 

I would never say that, although I might 
say I was working on it. 

What kinds of relations with people of color 
are implied when one becomes a race trai¬ 
tor? How does a race traitor act politically 
with people of color? 


Race Traitor does an excellent job of pro¬ 
viding examples of individuals rejecting 
their whiteness and joining the human 
race, but there is little there of collective 
resistance. Where is the collective political 
strategy in a politics of abolition? How do 
we, collectively, abolish the white race? 

For the white race to be effective, it must 
be unanimous, or nearly so. The reason is 
that if the cops and the courts and so forth 
couldn’t be sure that every person who 
looked white was loyal to the system, 
then what would be the point of extend¬ 
ing race privileges to whites? And if they 
stopped extending race privileges, what 
would happen to the white race? Our 
strategy seeks to bring together 
a determined minority, 
willing to defy white 
rules so flagrantly 
they make it impos¬ 
sible to pretend that 
all those who look 
white are loyal to 
the system of racial 
oppression. 

We wish we 
could cite more 
examples of col 
lective resis¬ 
tance. The whites 
who joined the re¬ 
bellions in Los An¬ 
geles and elsewhere 
were a good example. 

The Attica prison re- i 
bellion was another. | 

The initiative by Love and Rage to launch 
a campaign culminating in a day of action 
against immigration controls and anti¬ 
immigrant violence was a good project, but 
unfortunately it never got off the ground. 
I admire the struggle you are waging in 
defense of the Minnesota Eight, but so far 
it has not gone beyond mobilizing to put 
pressure on the state. Collective struggle 
is crucial, but at some point every white 
person has to choose, like Huck Finn, be¬ 
tween being white and striking out for 
freedom. 


respond to this charge? 

Yes, I have been. I think that the line 
between black and white determines race 
in this country, and all groups get defined 
in relation to that line. Don’t forget, I am 
using black and white as political, not 
cultural, categories. I do not mean to 
neglect the real and independent histories 
of people of color who are not of African 
descent. But in some cases the talk about 
“people of color” obscures the essence of 
racial oppression. Chinese are people of 
color and in the past they suffered fierce 
oppression in this country, and still suffer 
the effects of prejudice, but would anyone 
argue that Chinese in America today con¬ 
stitute an oppressed race? They have been 
defined as an ethnic group, indeed the 
“model minority,” as shown by the high 
rate of social mobility among them, the 
high proportion of marriages with Euro- 
pean-Americans, and the presence 
among them of a substantial number 
of capitalists who function outside 
of a segregated market—all in con¬ 
trast to the situation of Afro- 
Americans. Of course 



they might become an oppressed race again, 
if Metzger came to power. Or they might 
choose to identify as black in the struggle 
against white power, as many of the so- 
called “colored” of South Africa have done. 

Do you think you analyze race relations 
and whiteness to the point of ignoring other 
forms of oppression, as you have been ac¬ 
cused from some quarters? 

No. We try to expose the connection of 
other forms of oppression to race. 


Relations must be based on solidarity. 
People of color have a wealth of experience 
with white supremacy, from which others 
can learn, but the fight against white su¬ 
premacy is not something to engage in as 
a favor to anyone. All people who wish to 
be free have an equal stake—yes, an equal 
stake—in overturning the system of white 
supremacy. I’m reminded of the old IWW 
slogan, “An injury to one is an injury to 
all.” Decades of distortion have reduced 
the message of those words to the idea that 
you should oppose injustice against others 
today because if you don’t it will come your 
way tomorrow. We believe in the original 
intent of the slogan. The Bible offers the 
same instruction: “Remember them that 
are in bonds as bound with them.” 


Why don’t you capitalize “Black” in your 
journal? 

While we refuse, as a matter of editorial 
policy, to capitalize “white,” the decision 
whether to capitalize “black” is left up to 
individual writers. To me, ‘‘black” and 
“white” refer to political status, and there¬ 
fore are not capitalized. When I am refer¬ 
ring to people of African descent in America 
as an ethnic group, I usually use “Afro- 
American” and I capitalize it. 

In some articles you literally break the 
world down into a matter of black and 
white. Have you ever been accused of ignor¬ 
ing the struggles and perspectives of non- 
Black people of color, and how do you 


What are your politics? 

We are abolitionists. 

Is there a particular ideology that you feel 
best theorizes the relations between race 
and class, and that is most amenable to the 
“ treasonous” analysis you are developing? 

I knpw it would make you happy if I an¬ 
swered anarchism, but I must say that, 
while I share what I understand to be the 
anarchist vision of the future, anarchism 
has not, so far as I know, come up with as 
powerful a method of analyzing existing 
conditions in order to change them as the 
one put forward by Marx—which, by the 
way, is different from what is called Marx¬ 


ism. At this point, I prefer to be known as 
an abolitionist. 

It seems from your journal and from think¬ 
ing about your ideas that abolishing the 
white race would bring about widespread, 
radical changes in other aspects of social 
life. Is race treason necessarily revolution¬ 
ary in that it threatens not only white 
supremacy but class rule as well? 

It would be good if people could forget that 
they are white and pursue their interests 
as workers, or women, or whatever else 
moves them. The problem is that Ameri¬ 
can society does not allow anyone to forget, 
but injects race into every political contro¬ 
versy. For those in power, the privileges 
granted whites are a small price to pay for 
the stability of an unjust social system. 
While not all forms of injustice can be 
collapsed into whiteness, undermining 
white race solidarity opens the door to 
fundamental social change in other areas. 
For so-called whites, treason to the white 
race is the most subversive act I can imag¬ 
ine. 

How does abolishing the white race fit into 
a larger strategy of fighting injustices world¬ 
wide and building a free society? 

In my view, the struggle against white 
supremacy is the key to changing this 
country, and therefore has a certain global 
importance, but I would not say it is the 
key question everywhere. It is the Ameri¬ 
can way of refusing separate deals with 
those in power. 

What kind of submissions do you generally 
seek for Race Traitor? 

We want to chronicle and analyze the 
making, remaking, and unmaking of white¬ 
ness. We want articles that deal with all 
aspects of people’s lives, both past and 
present, politics and culture, philosophy 
and history. We would like to publish 
original fiction and poetry, and critical 
essays. We want the journal to be a place 
where people from all walks of life can 
come together to talk frankly about the 
“American dilemma.” 

What are your plans for Race Traitor? 

For the short term, we would be happy if it 
sparked people to come together in a few 
places around the country, to meet and 
discuss the ideas in it, and make use of it 
in their lives, and write for it and circulate 
it. Over the longer term, we hope it will 
crystallize a current among social activ¬ 
ists, and ultimately help in the process of 
creating a new human community. 

Can you give us subscription information? 

Gladly. Subscriptions are $20 for four 
issues for individuals, $40 for institutions 
with money. Anyone unwilling to risk 
twenty bucks can send us $6 for a single 
copy, post paid. Write to PO Box 603, 
Cambridge, MA 02140-0005. 

Is there anything else you would like to say? 

I liked the first issue of the Blast!, and 
wish you well. I also thank you for giving 
us this opportunity to present our views. 
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STONEWALL WAS A RIOT! 

Radical Queers Commemorate the Real Legacy of Stonewall 

by Julia 


On Sunday, June 26,1994, hundreds of 
thousands of queers from all over the world 
will converge upon New York City to com¬ 
memorate the 25th anniversary of the Stone¬ 
wall Riots. The riots, which occurred outside 
of the Stonewall Bar in June of 1969, were 
sparked by a police raid on the bar and were 
initiated by a 
group of drag 
queens who 
were hanging 
out in 

Sheridan 
Square, a 
small park out 
in front of the 
bar on Christo- 
pher Street. 

By the second 
day, hundreds 
of radical 
ueers had 


that allow homosexuals to enjoy the same 
access to privileges previously only enjoyed 
by straight (white, middle-class) people. 

These “human rights” victories gained 
through the inclusion of lesbians and gays 
into the various institutions of advanced 
industrial capitalist society are then held up 
as an example of progress to the rest of the 
world. In this vein, the Stonewall 25 Com¬ 
mittee has focused on homophobic oppres¬ 
sion outside of the US (and primarily in the 



Pride.” The Intrepid is a retired US Navy 
vessel that has a permanent exhibit called 
“War in the Gulf: The Liberation of Kuwait.” 
The exhibit displays captured Iraqi equip¬ 
ment and a US bomber used in the Gulf War, 
during which over 200,000 Iraqi civilians 
were killed by American pilots. Given that it 
is on these terms that Stonewall 25 and the 
Gay and Lesbian Visitors Center “welcome” 
international participants to commemorate 
Stonewall, it's no wonder that politically 


stonewall*' lost its place in histo^ 
it was not the e^ens tea partF 



»L,, 

come Taj partici- 

pate in what 
was later to be 
known as the 
beginning of 
the contempo¬ 
rary lesbian, 
gay, bisexual 
and trans¬ 
gender move¬ 
ments in the 
United States. 

Many arrests 
were made 
over the course of those three days, including 
an arrest of an illegal immigrant who jumped 
to his death in the police station out of fear of 
deportation. 

To many people of many different politi¬ 
cal affiliations, Stonewall represents some¬ 
thing of a queer “Enlightenment” — a newly 
discovered awareness of our oppression and 
a willingness to fight back against it — that 
came on the heels of the budding self- con¬ 
sciousness of the homophile societies (such 
as the Mattachine Society and the Daugh¬ 
ters of Bilitis) of the 1950’s and early 60’s, 
after centuries of Dark Ages of homosexual 
invisibility. 

The dominant understanding in the 
mainstream, largely white and middle-class 
lesbian and gay movement in the United 
States is that the project ofliberation sparked 
by the Stonewall rebellion has been gradu¬ 
ally realized through the granting of “rights” 
to a previously excluded segment of the popu¬ 
lation in a free market Western democracy. 
This “revolution” marks its progress through 
legislative victories such as the abolition of 
sodomy laws, the granting of domestic part¬ 
nership rights, and anti-discrimination laws 


Third World) by calling for an “International 
March on the United Nations to Affirm the 
Rights of Lesbian and Gay People.” 

The Stonewall 25 events will focus solely 
on the embassies of countries outside of the 
US, “affirming” the rights that have been 
granted to lesbians and gays in the enlight¬ 
ened West and crying out against the atroci¬ 
ties committed in “less developed” countries. 

The Committee’s condemnation of “geno- 
cidal” acts against lesbians and gays con¬ 
tains no analysis of the massive genocide 
perpetuated through US imperialism. It 
instead perpetuates this imperialism by fail¬ 
ing to acknowledge the power differences 
between the US organizers of this event— 
including its corporate sponsors and its ex¬ 
ecutive committee—and the various partici¬ 
pants from other parts of the world. 

In this light, the numerous social events 
planned aboard the USS Intrepid military 
aircraft carrier for the week of the Stonewall 
anniversary look particularly appalling. The 
Gay and Lesbian Visitors Center of New 
York have sponsored an event on June 24th 
on the Intrepid called “Operation World 


queers in the 
US find our¬ 
selves cringing 
at the thought 
of being impli¬ 
cated in its 
25th anniver¬ 
sary. Stonewall 
25 and their 
corporate spon¬ 
sors are using 
the power of the 
media and 
their multi¬ 
million dollar 
propaganda 
campaign to 
write their own 
history of the 
Stonewall Re¬ 
bellion. Ameri¬ 
can corpora¬ 
tions like 
Campari Gin 
can comfort¬ 
ably condemn 
the “human 
rights” violations of “less developed” 
countries, who desperately need the kind of 
“progress” that comes along with the spread 
of the free market. Campari’s ads look back 
nostalgically on the Stonewall Riots, acknowl¬ 
edging that “Stonewall Was a Riot” in terms 
similar to the way in which Virginia Slims 
acknowledges the suffragette movement in 
the US — as though the historical event 
should be seen as an outmoded act of des¬ 
peration by a formerly disenfranchised seg¬ 
ment of the population. No longer do assimi¬ 
lated gays who have “come out” and joined 
the “queer shopping networks” of advanced 
industrial capitalist society need 
to resort to rioting. We’ve come a 
long way, baby. 

Fortunately, many queers 
who want to commemorate 
Stonewall this June aren’t buy¬ 
ing it. A number of grassroots 
organizations want to intervene 
in a way that allows us to articu¬ 
late our own understanding of 
the radical spirit of Stonewall. 

Our understanding is that the 
Stonewall Riots implicitly con¬ 


tained a far-reaching critique of 
heteropatriarchy and the institutions that 
perpetuate it. We want to point out the ways 
in which our struggles for sexual freedom are 
connected with the struggles of other op¬ 
pressed peoples around the world. The par¬ 
ticipants in the riots saw the need for sys¬ 
temic change that addressed the interlock¬ 
ing forms of oppression sustained through 
capitalism and the state. These people’s 
willingness to rise up and fight back directly 
against the agents of this oppression should 
be seen as a statement against assimilationist 
and single-issue politics and for revolution¬ 
ary social change. 

Stonewall Now! is one group advocating 
this understanding — a coalition of radical 
and anti-authoritarian queers who have gath¬ 
ered together in the interest of keeping the 
“festive defiance of Stonewall” alive in the 
contemporary queer movement. Stonewall 
Now! includes people from ACT-UP, the Radi¬ 
cal Fairies, ISO (International Socialist Or¬ 
ganization), Love and Rage, QUISP (Queers 
United in Support of Political Prisoners), as 
well as many other queers from the NYC 
area who are frustrated with the politics of 
Stonewall 25. Stonewall Now! has been 
involved in planning a number of events, 
including a massive direct action on Satur¬ 
day night, June 25th, and a forum on Wednes¬ 
day the 22nd. 

The forum is being organized with a 
group calling itself “Queers Against US Mili¬ 
tarism,” and it will focus primarily on the 
issue of militarism and imperialism in the 
mainstream lesbian and gay movement, 
while also highlighting the radical history of 
Stonewall with speakers who participated in 
the actual riots and who were a part of the 
budding social movements of that time. We 
hope to come away from the Stonewall anni¬ 
versary events with a revitalized radical 
queer movement in the US. To that end, we 
are doing national outreach between now 
and the end of June to encourage radical and 
grassroots queer groups from around the 
country to participate in tabling and net¬ 
working at the forum, in helping to direct the 
course of the action, and to establish some 
kind of network that will sustain communi¬ 
cation once the Stonewall events are over. 
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Plain Words 

Issue #3, (Feb./March,1994) 

$5 for 4 issues/ PO Box 8532/ Haledon, NJ 
07508-8532 

On June 2, 1919, a bomb exploded in 
Paterson, New Jersey as part of a nationwide 
campaign by revolutionary anarchists to 
bring attention to the exploitation of work¬ 
ing and poor people under the system of 
capitalism. At the site, a pamphlet entitled 
P lain Words was left which stated that the 
“Powers that be.. .will have taaccept the fight 
they have provoked.” 

IPs 1994, and Plain Words is back and 
still kicking the ballistics, only this time 
with words and ideas that shake up the 
ruling class instead of the real thing. 

Coming out a couple times a year so far, 
Plain Words is one of the most seriously 
refreshing anarchist publications to come 
out in a while'. These folks are serious about 
revolution and serious about organizing to 
make it happen. Their commitment to local 
struggles is inspiring (the masthead yells 
out “A Paper for the Oppressed People of 
Passaic County” ) and inside issue number 
three is abig section on local struggles around 
Section Eight housing, welfare rights, turn- 
in-your-guns-for-vouchers scams by the city 
government, local slumlord exposes, and lo¬ 
cal prison and prisoner reports. The center 
spread is a good-looking two-color reprinted 
communique from the Zapatistas, and there’s 
an excellent interview with Father Pat 
Maloney, a priest in New York City who was 
arrested and released on one million dollars’ 
bail in a frame-up supposedly connecting 
him with the Irish Republican Army and a 
Brinks truck heist in 1992 . Also, the extra 
anti-police brutality section, C opwatch, is 
funny as hell as well as being a thorough 
watchdog against pig brutality in Paterson. 
This paper has an in-your-face attitude with¬ 
out overblown macho stuff getting in the 
way. 

PW looks seriously at class and class 
war, Black liberation, and prisoner struggles 
and support. The commitment to Black 
liberation is the thing that strikes me the 
most, though. Many articles are on revolu¬ 
tionary New Afrikans (Blacks), both those 
free and those currently incarcerated in the 
prison slave system. Some of the articles are 
written by revolutionary prisoners Hatari 
wa’Haki and A. Mzilikazi A1 Quadri, as well 
as former MOVE! political prisoner Ramona 
Africa. Finally, anarchists in the u.s. are 
taking Black liberation seriously, and mak¬ 
ing connections and working with revolu¬ 
tionary New Afrikans to make revolutionary 
anarchism a real possibility for the libera¬ 
tion of oppressed people, instead of just toy¬ 
ing with the idea of revolution and dressing 
in black and creating an “alternative” cul¬ 
ture. This trend is real heartening, and 
seems to be happening in many places, with 
The Blast!, Love and Rage, Black Fist in 
Austin, TX, Anarchism and the Black Revo¬ 


lution Newsletter, and others just starting to 
come up. We definitely look forward to see¬ 
ing more of Plain Words (maybe a couple 
more issues a year?) and working with these 
comrades in the future! 

Whatever you do though, get your hands 
on a copy of this and peep what they got to 
say. I know you’ll be impressed. 

— Jean-Marc Diveliour 

Starting From 
Chiapas 

Marc Cooper. Open Magazine Pamphlet 
Series #30/ $4 ppd/ PO Box 2726/ Westfield, 
New Jersey 07091-2726 


With few excep¬ 
tions, there aren’t 
many good articles 
on the uprising in 
Chiapas. Even six 
months after the 
Zapatistas stormed 
six towns and liqui¬ 
dated land titles, 
food shelves, govem- 
ment documents, 
and 230 prisoners, 
most of the many 
articles written on 
Chiapas just de¬ 
scribe the extraordi¬ 
nary events of the 
EZLN’s action. (De¬ 
scriptions from the 
Left or liberal press 
generally end with a 
“jViva Zapatistas!,” 
but that’s about the 
only difference.) 
Thoughtful analysis 
on the rebellion—its 
causes, its signifi¬ 
cance, its future— 
have been few and far between. 

Open Magazine’s reprint of Marc 
Cooper’s “Starting from Chiapas” (originally 
published in the Village Voice) is a refresh¬ 
ing exception to all of this. It is one of the best 
pieces on the uprising in Chiapas I have yet 
to run across. 

Cooper demystifies the rebellion. At 
first, most of us sympathetic to the Zapatistas 
(including myself) probably thought of the 
rebellion with misty eyes and a romantic 
heart. Here are several thousand rag-tag 
peasants living in dire poverty in the lush 
and exotic jungles of Mexico, fighting val¬ 
iantly for their rights. They practically five 
in another era, we think, but their cause is so 
noble (and quaint) that our hearts go out to 
them. 

Cooper takes this myth and dashes it to 
the rocks. Yes, Chiapaneco peasants are dirt 
poor and yes they are fighting a righteous 
struggle. But these are no backwater mo¬ 
rons with rifles and machetes. The Zapatistas 
are a well-organized, crafty, and brilliant 
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“Here we are, the 
dead of all times, 
dying once again, 
but now with the 
objective of living.” 
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military and political movement that took 
over towns nearly as “modern” as the one you 
live in. 

By making the Zapatistas’ struggle less 
exotic, Cooper shows that it is that much 
more real, and much more exciting. “Start¬ 
ing from Chiapas” demonstrates that the 
Zapatistas are real people—real smart 
people—not all that different from us, taking 
on the state and global capitalism and win¬ 
ning, even if only for a few days. 

Cooper does an especially good job in 
showing the brilliance of the EZLN’s strat¬ 
egy. For one, the timing of the rebellion (the 
day NAFTA was implemented) couldn’t have 
been better. ‘It gained them international 
attention and forced* the Mexican govern¬ 
ment to restrain itself from slaughtering 
Chiapaneco peasants wholesale. Further, if 
the EZLN had demanded state power (which 
is what most revolutionaries in Central 
America do) the Mexican government would 
have gone in and crushed them. However, by 
demanding free elections and an end to PRI 
corruption instead, the EZLN gains interna¬ 
tional sympathy while making the one de¬ 
mand the PRI can never give, because to do 
so would be to surrender power: democratize 
Mexico. The EZLN’s strategy is so brilliant 
because it calls for revolution without ever 
having to say so. 

Cooper also provides a fascinating de¬ 
scription of his trip to Chiapas just after the 
rebellion, but he goes beyond description to 
explain the importance of the rebellion. The 
Zapatistas began the first battle of the New 
World Order against capital, but their revo¬ 
lutionary demands for democracy also reveal 
a new and exciting strategy that revolution¬ 
ary movements elsewhere can study and put 
to use. 

Also included in this pamphlet are trans¬ 
lations of several of the EZLN’s most impor¬ 
tant communiques and a short piece by 
Hannah Holm that puts the Zapatista rebel¬ 
lion in a global perspective, especially in 
relation to GATT (General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs, or the global NAFTA). If 
you are interested in the Zapatistas’ struggle, 
then this pamphlet is essential reading. 

—joel 

Cages of Steel 

Ward Churchill and J.J Vander Wall, Eds. 
Maisonneuve Press: Washington, DC 1992 

Cages of Steel 
is a document that 
picks up where 
COINTELPRO left 
off, and it’s fitting 
that this book is put 
together by Ward 
Churchill and J.J. 

Vander Wall, co¬ 
authors and co-edi¬ 
tors of Agents of 
Repression: The 
FBFs Secret War 
Against the Black 
Panther Party and 
the American In¬ 
dian Movement and 
The COINTELPRO 
Papers: Documents 
from the FBFs Se¬ 
cret Wars Against 
Dissent in the U.S., 
as it picks up where 
the two left off. 

Cages of Steel 


collects the work of over 50 political prison¬ 
ers and prisoner’s rights activists to docu¬ 
ment a systematic program to isolate politi¬ 
cal prisoners and subject them to psychologi¬ 
cal experiments designed to destroy their 
revolutionary beliefs and break down their 
ability to organize political action with oth¬ 
ers. 

This book is a valuable tool for the anti¬ 
prison/prisoner support movement. It should 
be required reading for all activists. Essen¬ 
tial. 

—tod 

Letters From Exile 

Raymond Luc Levasseur, Friends of Politi¬ 
cal Prisoners: Madison, WI, 1993 
$3.50 ppd from Friends of Political Prison- 
ers/P.O. Box 3113/Madison, WI 53704 

“I make love with freedom every night, 
hold to the principles, sing bluesy songs in my 
head, and reach for the warmth of my chil¬ 
dren. Fve not lost the vision of why I took up 
the fight 23 years ago. Life is hard and the 
pain can be excruciating, but we must con¬ 
tinue to raise our voices against this madness 
that destroys the innocence of children” 

- Ray Luc Levasseur from the book. 

Ray Luc is one of over 150 political 
prisoners and prisoners of war being held in 
the gulags of the U.S. prison system. Ray was 
sent directly to the end of the line control 
unit at Marion, IL. He was convicted specifi¬ 
cally of four bombings at military targets 
and conspiracy to overthrow the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment thru actions with the Sam Melville- 
Jonathan Jackson Unit and the United Free¬ 
dom Front, but his real crime was and is his 
political beliefs. Ray received a 45-year sen¬ 
tence. 

Letters From Exile is a collection of Ray’s 
writings from 1990-93. He writes under¬ 
standably, extremely insightfully, and with 
fury on the U.S. prison system, the left, the 
L.A. rebellion, George Jackson and more. 

Letters From Exile asks why freedom 
fighters like Ray (and the many others im¬ 
prisoned or exiled for their deeds and ideas) 
have been isolated and abandoned. He writes, 
“th& real deal with those that renounce us 
and retreat from trials and prison battle¬ 
grounds is that we are seen as anti-imperial¬ 
ists with guns. Guns were used to defend 
ourselves, guns to confront the enemy, guns 
that speak for our own lib¬ 
eration and provide sup¬ 
port to others. With no 
apologies ” 

—tod 

Women- 
struggle! 

Spring 94, Vol. 1 # 4 
Distributed free locally/ 
free to women prisoners/ 
$10 for 4 issues/ PO Box 
54115/ Minneapolis, MN 
55454 

This “news-jour- 
►nal of women’s activism 
and resistance across cul¬ 
tures” is created and dis¬ 
tributed mostly in the 
Twin Cities, but its scope 
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is much larger. You’ll find very little by the 
way of local Minneapolis news or even na¬ 
tional news here, but Womenstruggle! is a 
unique source of informa¬ 
tion about women’s involve¬ 
ment in grassroots struggles 
internationally. The articles 
themselves are written 
mostly by women who are 
themselves involved in the 
activism they are writing 
about, which is refreshing, 

, and most seem to be reprints 
or gathered off of the 
internet. Needless to say, 

1 this paper is packed with 
interesting stuff you prob¬ 
ably won’t find anywhere 
else. 

Womenstruggle! 
takes a very broad view of 
feminism; there’s no single 
issues here. In particular, 
there is a focus on national 
liberation struggles and 
struggles against economic 
exploitation. Spring 1994 is 
a special issue on the sub¬ 
ject of “Women’s Rights are 
Human Rights.” 

Thinking about his is¬ 
sue in particular, Ikepthav- 
in g one nagging question 
about the international fo- 
cus this paper: since there 
is little space given to local 
or national issues or men- 
^ tion of the role of the u.s. 

government, both here and 

iriali.c 


erywhere,Twonff^tfifrr^fl^|clSf 

analysis of the u.s. role in the world. I tend 
to think that this is not the case on the part 
of the editor, but I also think that the almost 
purely international focus tends to imply 
that the u.s. is more advanced in terms of 
human rights etc. than the rest of the world. 
It is a relatively common failure among 
progressives to focus on international abuses 
while leaving the role of the u.s. out (see 
Stonewall article on page 25), so I think one 
possible improvement in this paper would be 
more explicit tying together of the struggles 
of women both here in the Twin Cities and 
the u.s. and women around the world. 

This issue contains articles on East 
Timorese and Balkan women’s struggles, 
prostitution in Japan, Thailand and San 
Francisco, Asian women workers, genital 
mutilation, widow’s rights in Zambia, the 
ANC and women’s liberation in South Af¬ 
rica, political prisoners in Tibet, and women’s 
health issues: family planning, sterilization, 
Norplant Day” in Bangladesh, and agricul¬ 
tural pollution in Costa Rica. One of the few 
articles on an issue within the united states 
is also one I feel the most questioning of. An 
article on “The Prostitution Task Force and 
the COYOTE Lobby” in San Francisco seems 
to substitute personal attacks on the mem¬ 
bers of prostitute’s rights organizations for 
political analysis. Even while describing 
several of the members of COYOTE as them¬ 
selves prostitutes, neither this nor the ac¬ 
companying article, “Legalized Prostitution 
is Legalized Sexual Assault,” acknowledges 
the diversity of opinions among sex workers, 
rather it implies that those who disagree 
with the criminalization of prostitution are 
being brainwashed by the leaders of prosti¬ 
tutes rights groups. I was frustrated with 




the decision to print this considering that 
Womenstruggle typically has a broader 
analysis which would hopefully allow them 
to see the complicated nature of sex work. 

Overall though, Womenstruggle! is 
a useful and informative resource. Check it 
out for news and information on grassroots 
struggles around the world. 

—Erin Immaculate 

Hothead Paisan 

Homicidal Lesbian Terrorist 

Dianne DiMassa. Cleis Press: Pittsburgh 
PA, 1993. 

What does that circle A women’s sign on 
Hothead’s shirt on the front cover mean? Is 
my favorite homicidal lesbian terrorist com¬ 
ing out as an anarchist at last? Like a lot of 
anarchist women I know, she loves cats, and 
has a caffeine problem and a fascination for 
Weapons. But Hothead actually does what 
we only wish we wouldn’t go to jail for. She 
lives our violent collective fantasy life. 



This book is a collection of the first ten 
Hothead Paisan comic zines which usually 
come out four times a year. If you’re like me 
and didn t really catch on to Hothead until 
about number 8, you’ll be happy to know that 
now you won’t have to be missing out on 
those first ones anymore. This is probably 
the only cartoon in the world that makes me 
laugh out loud, but then where else in the 
world of comics can you turn to consistently 
see white male jerks righteously castrated, 
mutilated, and murdered, by a self-pro¬ 
claimed homicidal lesbian terrorist at that? 

O.K, so the politics occasionally seem a 
little confused and Hothead doesn’t seem 
much for movement building or anything 
either, but then again her heart seems to be 
in the right place, and how much do I really 
wanna rip apart the politics of a cartoon 
anyway? Read Hothead, get inspired. 

—Erin Immaculate 

Anarchist Studies 

Vol. 1 #1 & 2 

$24/2 issues to: White Horse Press/1 Strond 
/ Isle of Harris / Scotland PA83 3UD / UK 

If you aren’t interested in anarchist 
theory then don’t bother with this journal, 


WE GAVE BLOOD FOR THE REVOLUTION 

we here at The Blast /are in financial trouble already. Two weeks before our 
deadline we were still four hundred dollars in debt to a friend from last issue 
plus several hundred short of printing costs for this issue. Multiple trips to the 
Plasma Alliance by the entire collective was unfortunately the only way we 
could afford to get this paper to you. 



Help! We are six skinny vegetarians who get no sleep! We can no longer 
afford to sacrifice ourselves to the plasma vampires, so please support The 
Blast! by buying ads or subscriptions, or what the hell, just send cash 

SENDHELPBEFOREWEBLEEDAGAIN! 


but if you are, Anarchist Studies , along with 
Social Anarchism , is about the only forum 
devoted for scholarly writings and discus¬ 
sion on anarchism. That alone makes this 
project valuable. Unfortunately, most of the 
articles in the first two issues have been less 
than satisfying. With the exception of Murray 
Bookchin’s excellent “The Ghost of Anarcho- 
Syndicalism” in #1 and Brian Martin’s “Sur¬ 
veillance” in #2, most of the articles and 
reviews focus on classical anarchism from 
the masters (Kropotkin, Bakunin, etc.) or 
barely warmed over variants on 19th cen¬ 
tury anarchist themes. The key questions 
for anarchist politics today—how can an 
anarchist analysis make sense of capitalist 
modernity; how must classical anarchist 
theory be revised to fit the 21st century 
instead of the 19th; and how can an anti¬ 
authoritarian critique of both this society 
and revolutionary strategy become a strong 
current in debates among activists and in 
the society at large—are not raised here. 
Also, it’s hard to justify a $12 price for a 90- 
page journal. Lastly: more women writers! 
Anarchist politics shouldn’t be another boys’ 
theory club. In a sense, these three issues 
indicate that Anarchist Studies imitates the 
institutions and values of the academy in¬ 
stead of figuring out how to overthrow the 
academy’itself. 

Despite my criticisms, I still think this is 
a worthwhile project. My suggestion is to 
ask your local library to carry this, and then 
if you want to read it you can do it for free, 
and if you don’t then maybe someone else 
will. 

—-joel 


Punk Rock Record of the Month... 

The Mukilteo Fairies 

“Closet Check” 7" 

$3ppd U.S7$4ppd world to: Outpunk / PO 
Box 170501 / San Francisco, CA 94117 

When we are in the office working on the 
next issue of Blast! we don’t argue politics, 
we argue music. Can you believe that some 
people get inspired to publish revolutionary 
propaganda by listening to New Order or 
The Soft Boys, or U2??!! It boggles my mind. 
Anyway, we usually have to compromise by 
playing hip hop, but when no one’s looking I 
sneak a slab o’ good old-fashioned punk rock 
on the turntable and turn the volume wayyy 
up. 

Lately my record of choice is this 7”, 
which is the best thing I’ve heard since any¬ 
thing done by Los Crudos. This is total 
blazing thrash with the frantic pace of Sedi¬ 
tion or early Ripcord and vocals that sound 
exactly like Jake’s from Filth. With its bot¬ 
tom-heavy bass and hectic guitars,you know 
this one drives the rest of the collective crazy. 

The lyrics are queer punk and proud, 
laced with humor and a hefty pile of sheer 
attitude, which is exactly what punk is sup¬ 
posed to be about. “Olympia Latent Boys” 
and “Who’s Been Fornicating in My Bed?” 
are especially great: hilarious and pissed off 
at the same time. If this is the future of 
punk, I’m gonna dye my hair yellow again. 

—joel 


The Blast! Reviews Policy 

We will have a couple pages of reviews in every issue so send us your stuff We can't 
guarantee a review ifyou mail us something, but we will send a trade copy and our eternal 
devotion your way. For the most part, we will focus on printed material for review but we 
will very likely review the occasional deserving record or film, too. 

Also Received... 

Room 112 by Justin Gorman, A Student's Guide to Protesting, Infinite Onion, The 
Lumpen Times, Turning The Tide, On Indian Land, The Nuclear Resister, Discussion 
Bulletin, Eidos, various Open Magazine pamphlets, The Body Politic, Collective Action 
On the ProwhNews Bulletin of Anti-Racist Action, Arm the Spirit, Televisionaries: The 
Red Army Faction Story by Tom Vague, and Which Way for the Ecology Movement by 
urray Bookchin. Sorry if I missed anything, we haven't got our system of keeping track 
set up yet. Sister Immaculate Conception , Patron Saint ofReviews 
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Right To Existence Revolutionary Tapes 



POOR 

QUALITY 


All proceeds 
go directly to 
Father Pat 


< /nt , nW*v tvKf 


San Quentin Prison 


Anarchism & the Black Revolution: 
Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin at the Jer¬ 
sey City Public Library, 11-7-93. Pro¬ 
ceeds go to Anarchist Black Cross 
and Ervin. 


George Jackson Interview: Interview 
by unknow n person at unknow n time 
with George Jackson at San Quentin 
Prison. Proceeds go to The Many 
Races, Main Cultures Foundation. 


Father Patrick Moloney Interview: 
Th v Plain Words interview with Fa¬ 
ther Pat. a suspect in the alleged $7 
million dollar I.R.A. heist. Con¬ 
ducted 1-22-94. Proceeds go to Fa¬ 
ther Pat and Plain Words. 


'Ona MOVE!: Consuewella & 
Carlos Africa speak just w eeks after 
their release from political impris¬ 
onment. Ramona Africa speaks on 
the remaining MOVE political pris¬ 
oners. 3-16-94. Proceeds goto MOVE 
and P.A.C. 


SEND ALL ORDERS CASH, CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER (IN U.S. FUNDS ONLY) TO: 
THE BLAST • P.O. BOX 7075 • 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55407 • U.S.A. 
OVERSEAS ORDER ADD $1.00 PER TAPE AND .50$ PER PUBLICATION 



Black Pant her New spaper Commit¬ 
tee: Breeze Barrow speaking at 
Right To Existence Anarchist 
Bookshop, 12-16-92. Proceeds to to 
B.P.N.C., Jersey City, and Paterson 
Anarchist Collective. 


Dhoruba Bin Wahad: Dhoruba 
speaking at the Paterson Public Li¬ 
brary, 8-27-92. Proceeds go to Free 
Black Political Prisoners & Prison¬ 
ers of War in the United States. 



piece. Still available: 


Books 


Anarchism and the Black Revolution by Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin $5.00 

A Look at Leninism by Ron Taber $5.00 

Race Traitor #3 (some back issues available) $5.00 

Periodicals 

Prison News Service current issue (some back issues available) $2.00 
Plain Words current issue (some back issues available) $1.50 
Love and Rage current issue (some back issues available) $2.00 
Amor Y Rabia current issue (some back issues available) $2.00 
Free Society current issue (some back issues available) $2.00 
Riot Geek current issue (some back issues available) $2.00 
The Blast!/Agitator Index political statement $1.50 
The Blast! #1 $2.00 The Blast #2 $2.00 
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